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James  W.  Keplinger 


Foreword 

At  t lie  reunion  of  the  Keplingers  held  in  the 
•Christian  Church  of  Markle,  Ind.  Oct.  23,  1938,  it 
was  suggested  that  someone  compile  a  short  history 
of  the  Joseph  Keplinger  families.  It  was  sug¬ 
gested  that  I  make  the  effort,  and  I  finally  consent¬ 
ed. 

I  had  no  sooner  begun  the  gathering  of  data  than 
I  realized  the  immensity  of  the  task  and  the  great 
difficulty  of  finding  someone  who  knew  something 
of  the  early  history  of  our  ancestors. 

After  writing  to  Keplingers  in  a  number  of 
States,  I  finally  located  Mr.  Maurice  B.  Keplinger 
of  Franklin,  Til.  who  was  said  to  be  in  possession 
of  valuable  notes  and  papers  on  Keplinger  history. 
T  wrote  him  at  once,  but  found  that  he  had  passed 
to  his  reward  about  two  years  before. 

However,  his  widow  kindly  sent  me  all  of  his 
notes  and  the  many  letters  that  had  passed  be 
tween  himself  and  John  G.  Keplinger  of  Lancaster, 
Pa.  These  have  been  an  invaluable  aid  to  me  in 
•compiling  this  record.  "Without  this  help  T  never 
could  have  traced  our  history  back  of  grandfather 
•Joseph  Keplinger. 

I  therefore  wish  here  to  express  my  sincere 
thanks  to  Mrs.  Marion  (Miller)  Kepk’nger  for  the 
trust  and  confidence  she  placed  in  me  in  putting 
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these  papers  in  my  hands  so  that  the  record  of  our 
ancestors  might  be  compiled. 

A  few  of  our  ancestors  have  been  given  more 
space  than  others.  However  I  have  faithfully  and 
impartially  recorded  all  the  data  I  have  received. 
In  a  few  instance's  we  were  unable  to  secure  any  in¬ 
formation  and  wrote  from  memory. 

We  once  heard  of  a  man  who  paid  $100.00  to  have 
his  family  tree  traced,  $20.00  to  look  it  up  and  $80.00 
to  hush  it  up.  But  not  so  with  the  Keplinger  family. 
We  can  say  with  pardonable  pride  that  we  are 
descended  from  a  highly  respected  ancestry.  May 
the  mantle  of  the  moral  and  Spiritual  ideals  of 
these  heroic  and  God-fearing  pioneers  fall  upon  us. 
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A  SHORT  HISTORY 

of  the 

Joseph  Keplinger  Families 

By 

James  Wesley  Keplinger. 


The  Keplinger  Name. 

It  would  seem  that  the  Keplinger  name  lias  been 
spelled  differently  at  various  times.  Being  a  very 
difficult  word  to  pronounce,  especially  when  spoken 
by  our  German  emigrant  forefathers,  it  was  very 
easily  misunderstood  by  the  clerks  at  the  posts  of 
entry.  Hence  by  some  it  was  spelled  Kiblinger, 
Koepplinger,  Kopplinger,  Caplinger,  Kleplinger, 
etc.  The  generally  accepted  spelling,  however,  has 
been  Keplinger. 


Our  Neglected  Record. 


The  records  of  our  ancestors  have  been  sadly 
neglected,  and  now  at  this  late  date  we  find  it  very 
difficult  to  obtain  the  data  necessary  to  make  a 
completed  account.  And  if  I  am  permitted  to  drop 
a  few  words  of  advice  to  you  who  are  descended 
from  these  pioneers,  it  would  be,  “Keep  your  rec- 


ords  from  now  on  as  complete  as  possible/’ 
we  believe  that  if  the  records  we  now  have  in 
possession  are  preserved,  future  generations 
have  “Easy  Sailing.” 


For 

our 

will 


YaOiaiF  MO  A 

.  •  ;i  •/}  •  ■  /! 


.M  isM  .  1  •  '  ^  a  • 


-  j*nt  .  :  ♦!]!.  i  ■  ]f)>!  ■  <  ’  ■  orf  >f(JO v/  l 


w-f\  •  .  :u  <  i  vt(f  >  ■  »  !  rr,.i  t  -•/ ;  b  n*» 

T  fiS 


l(  X.  i  1 


/  -  ir  *  ‘  mi  j  I  7*  v>  t  i  i  i  vm 

<T  ib  •  t  f  ••  r-«|  iff;  {  j\  JkiA  .tnrK**  o  fy  »!  |.,ioo 

/“  *)  ‘l  .  VlK  /  ‘f  .Y  ]|  )Y  of  0  ‘I  >  <,»'  07/  7/9 [ 

‘  xi  'il  i.)  -■  i  ,-7  if<  «|  vi x  1  in  n\ 
.sWi/'/kv  |  m  >f«j  jj/ro*-  xi;  j  o  v/ off  mo*i>  «bio 

r/TMO*!  |  '  '!  Joiv;-!VR  'Cl 


One  fact  becomes  increasingly  clear  as  we  pro¬ 
ceed,  and  that,  is  that  our  forefathers  were  noble 
men  and  we  shall  see  that  they,  at  their  passing, 
left  us  an  heritage  not  alone  of  land  and  worldly 
goods  but  of  honor  and  integrity  and  of  loyalty  to 
our  forefathers  and  to  the  Church  and  to  Cfod.  This 
loyalty  comes  down  to  us  who  trace  our  lineage 
back  to  them,  and  our  hope  in  putting  this  short 
familv  history  before  vou  is  that  it  may  encourage 
you  in  your  effort  to  emulate  their  virtues  and  to 
remember  the  ones  responsible  for  this  heritage. 

The  writer  has  passed  the  four-score  year  mark 
in  life’s  race  but  since  it  is  the  last  lap  that  counts. 
I  want  to  use  my  remaining  years  to  uphold  and 
further  the  principles  laid  down  by  them. 

Their  Devotional  and  Religious  Turn  of  Mind. 

I  have  been  deeply  impressed  with  the  fact  that 
the  early  Keplingers  were  men  of  a  deep  religious 
bend  of  mind. 

Our  forefathers,  coming  to  a  new  and  undevelop¬ 
ed  country,  were  at  once  faced  with  the  necessity 
of  clearing  away  the  forests  and  of  giving  of  their 
great  energy  in  their  efforts  to  rid  themselves  of 
wild  animals  and  wild  savages,  while  they  were 
building  for  themselves  a  comfortable  home  and  a 
place  where  they  could  rear  their  children  in  com¬ 
fort  and  safety,  and  thus  they  were  helping  in  the 
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building  of  one  of  the  greatest  nations  upon  which 
the  sun  has  ever  shone. 

The  Early  Emigrants 

Th  e  records  that  have  come  into  our  hands  re¬ 
veal  these  facts:  That  Johannes  and  Leonard  Kep- 
linger  arrived  in  Philadelphia  on  the  same  ship  in 
1730.  That  John  Martin  Keplinger  arrived  at  the 
same  port  in  1732.  That  lie  married  Catharine 
Schneider  of  Hanover,  Pa.,  in  1733,  and  died  in 
1749  leaving  six  sons  and  one  daughter,  viz: 

John  George,  born  in  1735. 

John  Peter,  born  in  1737. 

Johannes,  (Martin)  born  in  1739. 

Jacob,  born  in  1744. 

John  Adam  born  in  1746. 

John  Samuel  born  in  1743. 

One  son’s  name  is  missing. 

Name  of  daughter  not  given 
That  a  John  George  Keplinger  arrived  in  1748.  But 
it  has  been  impossible  to  definitely  locate  him  after 
his  arrival. 

The  relationship  of  these  men  cannot  be  definitely 
known.  Johannes  and  Leonard  coming  over  in  the 
same  ship  suggests  close  relationship.  Possibly 
brothers. 

John  Martin  died  and  was  buried  at  the  Swamp 
Lutheran  Church  in  Montgomery  Co.,  Pa.  in  1765. 
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Sixteen  years  after  his  death,  the  Swamp  Lutheran 
Church  adopted  a  new  constitution  which  was  sign¬ 
ed  by  proxy  'by  Johannes  Keplinger. 

We  learn  from  the  same  source  that  the  original 
Keplinger  came  from  Cadolsburg,  some  distance 
from  Nuremberg  in  Bavaria. 

Prom  this  same  source  we  learn  that  John  Mar¬ 
tin  Keplinger  was  our  ancestor  as  well  as  most  of 
the  Keplingers  now  living  in  Maryland,  Virginia, 
West  Virginia,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Louisiana,  Minn¬ 
esota,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio,  Kansas,  Iowa,  Colora¬ 
do,  Montana  and  California.  From  the  records  of 
the  Swamp  Lutheran  Church  we  find  the  record  of 
John  Martin’s  sons.  It  is  further  stated  that  no 
record  of  these  men  can  be  found  in  Pennsylvania 
after  1749  and  that  indications  point  to  their  re¬ 
moval  to  Maryland  somewhere  about  1765,  for  the 

Frederick  Countv  records  contain  the  names  of 

*• 

Jacob,  Adam  and  Martin. 

The  old  German  Church  records  of  Middletown 
near  Frederick  contain  a  record  of  the  birth  on 
Feb.  22,  1783,  and  baptism  April  1783,  of  John,  son 
of  Jacob  and  Anna  Maria  Keplinger.  This  church 
record  is  said  to  he  incomplete. 

In  an  effort  to  trace  the  lineage  of  Joseph  Kep¬ 
linger  our  grandfather,  we  have  written  to  a  great 
number  of  Keplingers.  Their  names  were  obtained 
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by  writing  the  Postmaster  in  various  towns. 

Others  were  obtained  from  different  sources. 

Note 

The  writer  lias  lately  discovered  in  the  ‘‘Broad- 
run  Cemetery  at  Winfield,  Ohio,  the  grave  of 
Margaret  Keplinger.  born  in  1740,  died  1840,  aged 
1)0  years. 

Also  the  grave  of  John  Keplinger.  The  stone 
marking  this  grave  had  crumbled  so  badly  that  the 
date  of  birth  and  death  could  not  be  deciphered. 

These  graves  are  supposed  by  some  to  be  the 
graves  of  John  Adam  and  Margretba  Keplinger. 
There  is  a  tradition  remembered  by  some  of  those 
who  personally  knew  Joseph  and  Katherine  Kep¬ 
linger  that  these  were  the  father  and  mother  of 
Joseph  Keplinger.  That  they  came  with  him  when 
he  emigrated  to  Ohio,  and  being  too  old  to  endure 
the  hardships  of  pioneer  life  they  passed  to  their 
reward  within  a  few  months  after  arrival  in  their 
new  home.  This  statement  cannot  be  fully  verified. 
However,  it  would  seem  to  be  entirely  plausible. 
These  stones  or  markers  are  crumbling  so  rapidly 
that  in  a  very  few  years,  they  will  in  all  probability 
contain  neither  name  or  date  of  birth.  (J.  W.  K.) 

Our  Great  Grandfather 

The  sixth  son  of  John  Martin  and  Catharine 
Keplinger  was  John  Adam,  and  from  him  and  wife 
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Margretlia,  (whose  maiden  name  is  unknown)  we- 
are  descended. 

They  had  five  children  viz : 

Magdaline  born  Ang.  2,  1779. 

Elizabeth  born  Aug.  3,  1781. 

Catharine  born  Aug.  3,  1783. 

Joseph  born  Sept.  17,  1785. 

Johannes  born  Sept.  13,  1789 
Our  Grandfather 

This  Joseph,  son  of  John  Adam  and  Margretlia 
Keplinger,  was  our  ancestor,  and  the  one  in  which 
we  who  are  here  today  (the  Keplinger  reunion  held 
at  Markle,  Indiana,  Oct.  22,  1939)  are  especial lv 

interested  and  with  whose  history  and  with  that  of 
his  descendants  we  will  devote  the  remainder  of 
this  record. 

Our  hero  was  a  very  large  man,  possessed  of 
great  strength  and  endurance.  We  could  devote 
many  pages  of  this  account  in  relating  stories  of 
his  encounters  with  the  savages  who  were  all  around 
and  also  with  the  wild  animals  that  were  to  be 
found  in  that  wild  wilderness  country. 

My  acquaintance  with  this  man  leads  me  to  look 
upon  him  as  almost  a  “superman.”  Ilis  great 
strength  and  abilitv  naturally  aroused  the  enmitv 
of  other  strong  men  of  the  community  around  .and 
many  were  the  contests  in  which  he  was  engaged. 
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especially  in  chopping  wood  and  cradling  grain. 
At  these  lie  was  an  expert. 

His  Marriage 

Joseph  Keplinger  and  Catharine  Snyder  of  near 

Tioonsboro,  Maryland  were  united  in  marriage 

Sept.  22,  1814.  To  them  were  horn  twelve  children 

two  of  whom  died  in  childhood.  The  remaining  ten 

lived  to  manhood  and  womanhood,  as  follows: 

Elias,  Jacob,  Abraham,  David.  Josiah,  John  llenry, 

James  AY.  and  Daniel.  Two  daughters,  Sarah  and 

Marv. 

• 

Joseph  and  Catharine  Keplinger  began  their  mar¬ 
ried  life  in  the  neighborhood  of  Hagerstown,  Aid. 


mained  near  Hagerstown  until  1820  when  they 
moved  to  somewhere  in  Virginia  (now  AV.  Ya.)  pos¬ 
sibly  near  Shepherdstown,  from  which  place  they 
moved  in  1822  to  near(about  four  miles)  Canal 
Dover,  (Tuscarawas  Co.)  Ohio,  here  they  settled 
on  a  100  acre  farm,  entirely  in  the  woods.  It  is  said 
they  had  to  clear  a  spot  upon  which  to  erect  a 
ealhin. 

Their  Early  Struggles 

Here  began  the  struggles  known  only  to  our  pio¬ 
neer  fathers,  struggles  that  kept  them  on  the  alert 
from  early  morning  until  late  at  night,  and  here 
thev  budded  their  home,  a  home  in  which  Cod  was 
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honored  and  where  their  children  were  early  taught 
to  love  God,  honor  their  parents  and  to  live  honest 
and  respectable  lives. 

It  was  in  these  wilderness  homes  that  our  pio¬ 
neer  fathers  and  mothers  learned  the  lessons  of  con¬ 
fidence  and  trust  in  God,  that  enabled  them  to  build 
the  framework  of  this  great  nation. 

What  We  Owe  to  Them. 

Too  often  we,  their  descendants,  forget  the  great 
debt  we  owe  to  these  toiling  men  and  women.  We 
ought  never  forget  that  the  foundation  of  our  gov¬ 
ernment  was  laid  deep  and  strong  by  these  God¬ 
fearing  men.  Our  churches  and  schools  are  the 
work  of  these  earnest  men  and  they  have  passed 
on  to  us  a  heritage  which  our  Heavenly  Father  was 
pleased  to  abundantly  bless.  ►So  when  you  are 
tempted  to  scoff  at  their  uncouth  appearance,  stop 
long  enough  to  look  back  upon  their  surroundings 
and  reserve  your  criticisms  for  the  great  evils  timf 
confront  us  of  our  own  making. 

Their  New  Home. 

Shortly  after  our  hero  arrived  in  his  new  home, 
a  small  village  was  started  about  one  and  one  half 
miles  away,  which  history  tells  us  was  at  first  called 
“Keplinger”  but  which  afterwards  became  known 
as  Winfield.  Here  also,  in  the  early  days,  they  were 
not  forgetful  to  build  a  place  where  they  could  go 
regularly  to  worship  God. 
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So  upon  one  of  the  high  hills  of  tin*  neighborhood 
they  budded  a  church.  And  well  does  the  writer 
remember  that  in  his  boyhood  days  he  was  privi¬ 
leged  to  sit  in  this  small  church  (long  since  torn 
down)  and  listen  to  grandfather  and  grandmother 
Keplinger  and  others  of  the  old  saints  loll  01  their 
great  love  for  God  and  His  cause. 

In  this  environment  your  ancestors  and  mine 
grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood.  Little  wonder 
that  everv  one  of  our  hero’s  children  were  good 
Christian  men  and  women,  and  that  two  of  them 
became  ministers  of  the  Gospel. 

Our  Grandmother. 

I  feel  that  T  would  be  doing  an  injus'ice  to  this 
record  if  I  did  not  include  here  an  account  of 
Grandmother  Keplinger. 

Catharine  (Snyder)  Keplinger  was  born  n^*** 
Poonsborro,  Washington  Co.,  Md.,  dune  21,  17lh>. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Adam  and  Catharine  (Put¬ 
man)  Snyder  who  had  fourteen  children,  viz: 

Jacob  Snyder  born  1777. 

Susan  Snyder  born  1778. 

Adam  Snyder  born  1781. 

Posane  Snyder  born  1783. 

Henry  Snyder  born  1784. 

Elizabeth  Snyder  born  1787. 

John  Snyder  born  1789. 
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Magdaline  Snyder  born  1790. 

John  (2)  Snyder  born  1792. 

Peter  Snyder  born  1794. 

Catharine  Snyder  born  1795. 

Aril  la  Snyder  born  1797. 

Maria  Snyder  born  1799. 

Joseph  Snyder  born  1802. 

Grandmother’s  history  goes  back  to  the  pioneer 
days,  and  she  must  have  been  familiar  with  many  of 
■the  early  ministers  of  the  United  Brethren  church 
in  Maryland  and  Southern  Pennsylvania  as  the 
home  of  her  father,  Adam  Snyder,  in  that  day  was 
a  preaching  place  for  the  pioneer  ministers. 

We  quote  from  Newcomers  Journal  of  July  23, 
1813:  “Rode  through  Somerset  and  preached  at 
Snyders  to  a  small  congregation.’  ’  May  13,  1821 
Samuel  Huber,  Joseph  Huffman,  George  A.  Gueth- 
ing  and  Mr.  Clapper  on  their  way  to  General  Con¬ 
ference  took  dinner  and  fed  their  horses  at  Adam 
Snyders  who  requested  them  to  preach  in  the  Court¬ 
house,  which  was  done  by  Rev.  Guething  in  German 
and  Rev.  Huffman  in  English.  Adam  Snyder  was 
an  Elder  in  the  Lutheran  Church  but  his  home  was 
open  to  all  for  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel. 

Adam  Snyder  was  born  in  Germany  and  came 
first  to  Baltimore,  later  to  the  Putman  home  in 
Washington  Co.,  Md.,  near  the  home  of  the  Guet.li- 
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in ir  family,  and  married  Catharine  Putman, 
union  were  horn  fourteen  children,  the 
of  which  was  Grandmother  Keplinger. 


To  this 
eleventh 


Thev  settled  in  Somerset  Co.  and  laid  out  the 
town  in  179f>.  Later  he  returned  to  Md.  and  pur- 
chased  tlie  Putman  homestead.  Later  re¬ 
turned  to  Somerset,  and  are  buried  in  the  Somerset 
Cemetery. 

With  such  a  background  as  this,  is  it  any  wonder 
that  Grandmother  grew  to  be  such  a  noble  Christian 
woman  ? 


Note 

This  account  was  taken  in  part  from  an  article  in 
the  “Religious  Telescope,”  written  by  .T.  W.  Keri- 
cofe  of  Boiling  Springs,  Pa. 

Grandmother  had  at  her  death  sixty  four  grand¬ 
children,  fifty  two  great  grandchildren,  and  nine 
children  living. 
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The:r  Interest  in  Religions  and  Civic  Affairs. 

And  now  t efore  going  on  to  an  account  of  our 
innncdia'e  Ancestors,  the  descendants  of  Joseph 
Keplinger,  I  cannot  refrain  from  calling  your  at¬ 
tention  to  their  deep  interest  in  all  the  religious  and 
civic  affairs  of  the  communities  in  which  they  lived. 
They  were  -always  busy  in  clearing  their  farms,  but 
never  too  busy  to  help  a  neighbor  in  need.  Nothing 
was  considered  too  much  for  them  to  do  when  sick¬ 
ness  or  death  came  to  a  neighbor’s  home.  Their 
neighbors’  interest  was  their  interest,  for  had  not. 

their  Master  said  “Love  thv  neighbor  as  thvself”9 

•  >  • 

Facing  Their  Hardships  With  Courage. 

Our  pioneers  often  became  lonesome  and  dis¬ 
couraged  and  their  thoughts  would  return  to  the 
pleasant  homes  they  had  left.  As  they  faced  the 
many  hardships  of  their  new  environment,  it  took 
great  courage  for  them  to  keep  from  growing  dis¬ 
couraged. 

Many  of  them  were  never  again  permitted  to 
look  upon  the  faces  of  the  loved  ones  from  whom 
they  had  parted  to  face  great  dangers  and  to  he 
separated  for  weeks  at  a  time  from  any  association 
with  humankind.  And  many  a  time  1  imagine  they 
were  led  to  cry  out  with  the  poet. 

34 


f 

!»•  i  *n  |{ J  \;r  •»  -  nr  >'  vf« .  y  tr  /*j! 

! j  i  ■  (i  »;  ut 


{,  ; j  '  >/..i  *'?.  r»n 

I  -v  ..  "ill f  y.L  .  t*Im1  1  .* j;  if!  i  "isii  m  U  •. 

/  * ^  t  i  i  M'jiumnr/ii  .1  .  >n  •li-jii  J 
•  j>  vtr  •  *•'  qo'»  1  '  i»mmI  "  i'f  ’  u  >  " 

. i  iv :  i.  iiiov 


1»'*J  >|  II  U  '  •  I'.Jf  'V  i  •*  *  /  t«I/. 

■il  ■(  i if-  i>  .  ■  >  Hi !  *'/  *i  *>ilf  ifof)  i  >I,  (>I 

•»  '  l  '*'1  'mnli1)  r: I  -M  J  Jim  /‘.[If 

tiiinu^K  vfffl  if  1  i  o  ‘ f  I  ‘io1!  lolj.ijiqo* 

’/‘Mi  t  fti'jl  UIl  1  Il  -  t  ;|r  |vf/.  i  jflli-  ;ic  I  I 

.t‘K>q  'll  il  f  I  w  trrO  Vi  *1  o  f  If  f  «n»)W 


20S4551 


4 ‘Oh,  carry  me  back  to  the  home  of  my  childhood, 
Sweet  home,  how  I  long  for  thy  pleasures  once  more , 
Long  to  search  for  the  roses  that  bloom  in  thy  wild- 
wood, 

And  sit  in  the  shade  of  thy  wave-beaten  shore.” 

But  they  had  stout  hearts  and  strong  hands  and 
their  trust  in  God  was  firm.  When  trials  came,  they 
looked  up  to  Him  for  help;  and  although  no  earthly 
friends  were  near,  they  trusted  Him  who  has  said, 
“I  will  never  leave  thee  nor  forsake  thee.”  Thus 
they  were  inured  to  the  hardships  and  dangers  that, 
surrounded  them,  until  by-and-bv  the  wilds  them¬ 
selves  afforded  a  strange  charm  and,' the  doleful  hoot 
of  the  nocturnal  owl  in  the  depths  of  the  woods  be¬ 
came  a  matter  of  no  alarm,  nor  even  of  any  unpleas¬ 
ant  feelings  and  in  course  of  time  the  mind  became 
so  blended  with  the  wild  scenery  around  that  a 
spirit  of  romance  seemed  to  follow  of  which  not 
only  the  father  but  also  the  mother  and  children 
partook  and  they  were  thus  unconsciously  prepared 
to  endure  the  perils  which  beset  them  on  every 
hand  Ayith  courage  and  resolution. 

Our  Fathers  and  Their  Families. 

For  fear  that  our  narative  will  occupy  more  than 
the  allotted  space,  we  will  now  take  up  the  story 
of  the  children  of  Joseph  and  Catharine  Iveplinger 
or  that  of  our  immediate  fathers  and  mothers  and 
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their  descendants.  Naturally  you  will  think  that 
here  we  would  be  upon  "round  that  would  make  our 
task  easy:  hut  not  so,  as  the  spirit  of  adventure  led 
several  of  the  sons  of  Joseph  Keplinger  into  the  far 
west,  and  it  has  been  difficult  to  trace  their  defend¬ 
ants.  Especially  is  this  true  of  the  families  of 
David  and  James  AY.  David  located  in  California 
and  James  AY.  in  Kansas,  and  it  was  only  by  the 
help  of  Ulysses  AAA  Keplinger  that  we  were  able  to 
locate  them  at  all. 


Their  Children: 

Elias  Keplinger, 

The  oldest  son  of  Joseph  and  Catharine  Keplin¬ 
ger  was  Elias,  born  Nov.  9,  1815,  about  7  miles 
southeast  of  Ilagorstown,  Md.  He  married  Miss 
Emily  A.  lloverstoek  of  Winfield,  Tuscarawas,  Co., 
Ohio.  They  were  married  at  Canal  Dover,  Ohio,  by 
Squire  Kellar  in  May,  1840. 

Emily  A.  lloverstoek  was  born  Jan.  20,  1826. 
Elias  and  Emily  A.  Keplinger  began  their  home 
building  on  a  farm  adjoining  that  of  his  father  on 
the  southwest  and  about  four  miles  west  of  Canal 
Dover,  (now  Dover)  Ohio,  or  about  one  and  one 
half  miles  southeast  of  AVinfield.  Ohio. 

Here  all  of  their  children  were  born,  viz: 
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Twin  girls  born  June  12,  1843,  died  June  12, 
1843. 

Catharine  Anna,  born  Nov.  5,  1848,  died  July 
2,  1939. 

Jane  Almira,  born  April  2,  1851,  died  July 
19,  1851. 

Mary  Elizabeth,  born  Jan.  1,  1854,  living  at 
this  writing. 

Charles  Henry,  born  July  12,  1856,  died  Jan. 
7,  1923. 

Etta  Mae,  born  April  27,  1860,  died  April  23, 
1891. 

James  R.  Thomas  and  Catharine  A.  Keplinger 
were  married  by  Rev.  1.  Rumpus,  Oet.  3,  1869  at 
Lexington,  Ind.  Children  were  six,  viz:  Cora,  Orace, 
Edith  Dott,  Charles  and  Ralph. 

James  Sanderson  and  Mary  E.  Keplinger  were 
married  by  Rev.  Clarence  King,  March  6.  1879,  at 
parents’  home  near  Lima,  Ind.  Two  children,  Ger¬ 
ald  and  Dessa. 

Charles  II.  Keplinger  and  Clara  B.  Swihart  were 
marrried  by  Rev.  A.  S.  Harrison  at  her  home  at 
Lexington,  Ind.  March  11.  1886.  One  child,  Ray¬ 
mond  K. 

John  E.  Myers  and  Etta  Mae  Keplinger  were 
married  by  Rev.  A.  S.  Harrison  at  her  home  near 
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Lima,  Tnd.  Nov.  26,1885.  Their  children  are  Addia, 
Frank  and  Clinton. 

Elias  was  a  young  man  seventeen  years  of  age 
when  coming  with  his  parents  from  Virginia  in 
1832.  lie  was  a  very  large  man,  possessed  of  great 
strength  and  endurance,  and  must  have  been  a 
great  help  in  clearing  his  father's  farm.  Ue  knew 
the  hardships  and  trials  of  a  pioneer  life.  After 
clearing  most  of  the  farm  adjoining  his  fathers’, 
where  he  lived  and  where  all  of  his  children  were 
horn,  he  sold  his  farm  to  his  brother-in-law,  Noah 
Iloopingarner,  in  1864  and  moved  to  a  farm  near 
Lima,  Ind.  Here  thev  lived  until  death.  Emilv. 
h(s  wife,  died,  Feb.  22,  L86.  Several  years  there¬ 
after  he  married  Miss  Middaugh  who  also  preceded 
him  in  death,  (date  not  given) 

Elias  died  at  Lima,  Tnd.  aged  eighty  four  years. 

Thus  we  have  traced  briefly  the  history  of  one  of 
the  noble  men  who  were  a  large  factor  in  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  community  in  which  they  lived. 
We  honor  them  todav,  not  alone  for  their  toil  and 
sacrifice  but  for  their  Christian  character. 

Note 

It  may  be  well  here  to  try  to  clear  up  a  mistaken 
idea  held  by  some  as  to  their  parents  having  been 
born  in  Canal  Dover,  Ohio,  and  of  their  having  lived 
there.  Canal  Dover  was  their  trading  point  and 
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naturally  was  often  spoken  of  by  their  parents, 
lienee  their  children  could  very  easily  get  the  ini  - 
pression  that  Dover  was  their  early  home.  But  this 
is  not  correct.  The  writer  was  personally  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  every  member  of  the  family,  having  been 
born  and  raised  in  that  neighborhood. 

This  correction  is  made  in  no  “Know-it-All” 
manner  but  simply  to  keep  this  record  as  nearly 
correct  as  possible.  J.W.K. 

Jacob  Keplinger. 

Jacob  Keplinger  was  born  near  Hagerstown,  Md. 
March  15.  1817,  coming  with  his  parents  to  Tuscar¬ 
awas  Co.  Ohio,  in  1832,  being  therefore  fifteen  years 
of  age  when  he  began  the  struggles  in  clearing  the 
forests  on  his  father’s  farm,  and  later  on  that  of 
his  own  adjoining  the  farm  of  his  father. 

He  and  his  elder  brother  Elias  were  very  strong 
men  and  beyond  a  doubt  were  a  great  help  to  their 
father  in  clearing  his  160  acre  farm. 

Jacob’s  farm  was  located  one  mile  south  of  Wifi- 
held,  Ohio.  Here  on  March  14,  1840,  he  married 
Catharine  Lower,  who  was  born  Dec.  16,  1819.  T<# 
them  were  born  six  children  as  follows: 

Mary  M.  born  1841,  died  1871. 

Joseph  S.  born  Aug.  2,  1843,  died  Jan.  7.  1931. 

John  II.  born  Aug.  15,  1845,  died  Aug.  26,  1914 

Aaron  S.  born  Jan.  19,  1848,  died  June  2,  1922 
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Isabelle  born  Mar.  16,  1850,  died  June  16,  1851 
Infant  son  born  June  16,  1854,  died  June  16, 
1854. 

IT  is  first  wife  died  June  16,  1854.  July  1,  1855 
be  married  Mrs.  Anna  (Myers)  llaichart.  To  them 
were  born  three  children: 

Sarah  Elizabeth  born  April  19,  1856. 

Florence  Amanda  born  Feb.  6,  1858  died  in  in¬ 
fancy. 

J times  AVeslev  born  Mav  17,  1859. 

•  »  ~ 


This  family 
for  the  Union. 


furnished  three  soldiers  in  the  war 


Jacob  died  Nov.  10,  1887,  Anna,  his  second  wife, 
died  Sept.  29.  1885. 

Tims  the  pioneers  have  passed  one-by-one,  but 
their  descendants  will  not  forget  the  heritage  left 
by  a  noble  example  of  toil  and  sacrifice. 


Abraham  Keplinger. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  near  Hagers¬ 
town,  Md.,  Oct.  5,  1829;  hence  being  but  a  small 
child  when  his  parents  came  with  their  family  from 
Virginia  in  1882  to  the  rugged  hill  country  of  Tus¬ 
carawas  Co.,  Ohio,  and  although  Abraham  was  too 
small  to  assist  much  in  the  clearing  of  the  home¬ 
stead,  vet  he  had  his  share  of  that  kind  of  work  in 
clearing  the  farm  upon  which  he  later  settled  near 
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Zanesville,  Indiana,  to  which  he  moved  about  the 
year  1854  or  1855. 


He  was  married  about  1850  to  Miss  Margaret 
Iloverstock  of  Winfield,  Ohio.  To  them  11  children 
were  born  viz : 

Laura  Amanda  born  Nov.  26,  1851. 

Cinderilla  born  Dec.  12,  1852. 

Martin  Luther  born  May  30,  1855. 

Irene  Adina  born  duly  27,  1857.  7^ 

Ida  Mav  born  Jan.  25,  1859. 


la. 


/f  ri" 


Jay  Lincoln  born  Oct.  12,  1860./  ^ 

Emma  Of.  born  April  9,  1862. —  /  ???~  / 
Ulysses  AV.  born  Oct.  28,  1865.L  ^ 

Alary  Catharine  born  Sept.  12,  1867. 

Dayton  AVood  worth  born  ATav  7,  1869. 

Charles  Otto  horn  Sept.  15,  1871. 

Abraham  died  Ararch  28.  1888,  aged  58  years, 
and  his  wife  died  June  3,  1915,  aged  83  years. 


It  would  be  a  great  pleasure  to  the  writer  if  he 
were  able  to  bring  you  a  pen  picture  of  this 
Christian  family.  Not  all  of  the  energies  of  this 
good  man  were  spent  in  manual  labor.  The  history 
of  the  United  Brethren  Church  and  Sabbath  School 
of  Zanesville,  Tnd.,  if  written,  would  record  the 
great  help  of  he,  and  of  his  family. 
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He  served  a  number  of  years  as  Superintendent 
of  the  Sabbath  School.  And  there  ,are  those  still 
living  who  often  speak  of  his  good  work. 

Thus  do  the  pioneers  pass  to  their  reward,  but 
their  works  follow  them. 

This  record  of  dates  was  furnished  bv  Ulvsses  W. 
Keplinger. 

David  Keplinger 

David,  son  of  Joseph  and  Catharine  Keplinger, 
was  born  in  1823,  near  Hagerstown,  Md.,  and  died 
in  Los  Angeles,  California,  in  1907  at  the  advanced 
age  of  84  years.  It  is  thought  by  his  descendants 
that  David  was  born  in  Virginia.  But  if  it  be  true 
that  his  parents  did  not  leave  Maryland  until  1830, 
then  he  must  have  been  born  near  Hagerstown  and 
was  about  9  years  of  age  when  they  moved  to  Ohio. 

He  lived  with  his  parents  near  Winfield  until 
grown  to  manhood.  Here  he  married  Miss  Mary 
Robert,  in  the  year  1844  or  1845. 

They  had  four  sons  viz : 

William  (date  of  birth  not  given),  died  about 

1893. 

Frank  Wilson  born  in  1857,  died  in  Chico, 
California  in  1917. 

David  Oscar,  born  in  1860,  living  in  Cherokee, 
Kans. 

Elsie  Elsworth  born  in  1865. 
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lie  was  6  months  old,  we  are  told,  when  his  father 
came  home  from  the  army  to  stay  after  the  war. 
Now  living  at  Aeadamy,  Calif.  David  entered  the 
ministry  early  in  life,  joining  ihe  church  of  (Jod. 
Many  of  the  Churches  of  Cod  in  Northern  Indiana, 

Kansas,  and  California  trace  their  beginning  to  this 

faithful  man.  David  was  an  untiring  worker  at 

any  labor,  either  mental  or  physical. 

ITe  served  in  the  Union  Annv. 

ITe  was  one  of  the  strong  preachers  of  the  Word 

in  his  Church  for  manv  years  and  was  faithful  to 

«  • 

the  trust  confided  in  him  to  the  end.  lie  has  en¬ 
tered  into  the  reward  of  Ids  labors. 

This  statistical  record  was  furnished  by  Bertha 
Barnes,  daughter  of  Frank  Wilson  Keplinger. 

James  W.  Keplinger 

So  far  we  have  been  unable  to  ascertain  the  date 
of  his  birth  or  date  of  death.  However  we  believe 
he  was  born  about  Jan.,  1 8 JO,  being  therefore  very 
small  when  his  parents  left  Maryland. 

1 1  is  first  wife’s  name  is  unknown  to  the  writer. 
It  is  known  that  he  ma'  iue  !  before  leaving  his 
adopted  State  of  Ohio. 

The  children  to  his  first  wife  were:  Monroe. 
Charles,  Ellen,  Clara,  and  George.  All  are  deceased. 

II is  second  wife’s  name  was  Elizabeth  (Worley) 
Nelson,  and  they  had  one  son,  A.E.  Keplinger. 
born  Oct.  25,  1865.  Died  in  1936. 
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James  W.  was  a  carpenter  and  builder.  It  is. 
known  that  lie  built  many  large  buildings  in  dif¬ 
ferent  states  and  a  number  of  large  bridges.  He 
was  a  fine  Christian  man  and  became  a  minister  of 
the  Church  of  God.  He  had  many  close  friends. 

James  AV.  was  very  influential  in  establishing  and 
carrying  forward  the  work  of  the  First  Church  of 
God  in  Fort  Scott,  Kansas.  He  and  his  son  A.  L. 
Keplinger,  as  carpenters  and  contractors  did  some 
very  tine  work  and  constructed  a  big  part  of  the 
finest  homes  in  Fort  Scott,  Kan. 

The  most  of  this  information  was  furnished  by 
Ids  daughter-in-law,  Mrs.  Helen  (Campbell)  Kep¬ 
linger  of  Fort  Scott,  Kan  'vs. 

Josiaa  Keplinger 

Josiali  Keplinger  was  born  near  Hagerstown, 
Maryland,  Aug.  3.  1821,  and  came  with  his  parents 
to  Tuscarawas  Co.,  Ohio,  in  1832.  In  1865  he  married 
Margaret  Weimer  who  was  born  Nov.  13,  1841:.  To 
them  were  born  eight  children,  viz: 

Orin  born  May  24,  1866,  died  Sept.  12,  1890. 

David  G.  born  Sept.  12,  1867,  died  May  7,  1879. 

Allice  J.  born  Dec.  13,  1869,  died  Jan.  19,1909. 

Charles  AY.  born  Oct.  31,  1871. 

Mollie  E.  born  April  30,  1875,  died  Sept.  1939. 

Ezra  born  May  14,  1877. 

Grace  born  Sept.  8,  1899,  died  Dec.  3,  1920 
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Joseph  B.  born  Sept.  19,  1881,  died  March  10, 
1917. 

Joxiah  died  April  17.  1881.  T I  is  wife  1897. 

After  Josiah  s  death  in  1881  li is  wife  married 
the  second  time  to  (Jeorge  Benson.  To  them  were 
horn  three  children,  all  of  whom  are  dead.  Josiah 
was  a  very  hard-working  man.  ITe  cleared  the 
iarm  upon  which  he  lived,  which  was  located  Hree 
miles  north  of  Dover,  Ohio. 

This  record  was  furnished  by  his  da  Holder,  Mrs. 
Mollie  Oasserlee,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

She  lias  since  passed  to  her  reward,  September 
1989. 

John  Henry  Keplinger. 

John  Henry  Keplinger  was  born  near  Hagerstown, 
Md.,  in  1819  and  died  at  Winfield,  Ohio,  in  1897. 

He  married  Catharine  Knoppenbarger  of 
Strausburg,  Ohio.  Thev  had  2  children,  a  son 
William  IT.  born  in  1812,  died  189/ ;  a  daughter 
Mary  Ellen.  Date  of  birth  and  death  is  unknown. 

John  Henry  owned  a  1  GO  ac’*<‘  farm  about  2*4 
miles  north  of  Winfield,  Ohio.  However  he  never 
lived  upon  it,  'but  early  in  life  entered  business  in 
the  village  of  Winfield  and  continued  this  business 
for  a  number  of  years. 

In  1850  he  was  appointed  Postmaster  at  AVin- 
field,  0.,  which  position  he  held  until  1892,  when 
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he  retired,  supposedly  the  oldest  living  Postmaster 
in  the  U.S. 

John  Henry  was  a  sincere  Christian  man  and 
greatly  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 

Tius  history  of  John  Henry  was  written  from 
memory  as  no  other  information  was  available. 
J.W.K. 

Daniel  Keplinger. 

Daniel  Keplinger  was  born  near  Winfield,  Ohio, 
March  30,  1832.  He  married  Mary  E.  Shoup.  To 
this  union  two  sons  were  born,  John  II.  and  Frank 
They  also  had  an  adopted  daughter,  Elizabeth. 

Daniel  came  to  Wells  Co.,  Ind.,  soon  after  his 
marriage  and  settled  on  a  farm  west  of  Zanesville, 
where  he  resided  until  his  death  on  May  12,  1913. 

Ilis  wife  Mary  was  born  June  24,  1834  and  died 
June  26,  1910. 

Daniel  was  a  truly  religious  man  and  also  a  hard 
worker,  as  were  all  the  descendants  of  Joseph 
Keplinger. 

He  was  counted  one  of  the  wealthy  farmers  of 
Wells  Co.,  Ind. 

Ilis  body  rests  in  the  beautiful  Iloverstock  Cem¬ 
etery  at  Zanesville,  Tnd.  awaiting  the  coming  of  his 
Lord  whom  he  so  faithfully  served  in  his  life  here 
below. 

This  tribute  is  by  his  nephew  who  greatly  loved 
him.  J.  W.  K. 
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Sarah  Keplinger 

Sara])  Keplinger  was  horn  near  Winfield,  Ohio, 
in  1886.  (day  and  month  not  known) 

She  married  Xoali  Iloopingarner,  and  to  them 
were  born  eight  children,  three  of  which  died  in 
infancy.  Those  living  to  manhood  and  womanhood 
are,  viz:  Oeorge,  William,  Willard,  Kmma  and 
Mila.  All  are  deceased  excepting  Mila. 

They  began  iheir  married  life  on  a  farm  adjoin¬ 
ing  that  of  her  father,  .Joseph  Keplinger,  where  they 
lived  ntbil  about  the  year  1874  when  they  moved 
to  a  farm  near  Zanesville,  Ind. 

In  about  the  year  1610  they  left  the  farm  and 
moved  to  Zanesville,  where  they  resided  until  called 
to  their  reward. 

Both  were  members  of  tin*  United  Brethren 
Church. 

This  was  written  from  memory  by  J.  W.  I\ 

Mary  Keplinger. 

Mary  KcnluvTr  was  born  near  Winfield,  Ohio. 
Date  of  birth  «s  not  positively  known  but  was  pos¬ 
sibly  in  18'\S.  She  manned  Joseph  Jones,  of  near 
Winfield,  Ohio.  To  them  was  born  one  son.  Addi¬ 
son  B.  Join's. 

Soon  after  marriage  they  moved  to  Dover,  Ohio, 
where  they  lived  until  his  death  sometime  in  1886. 

Soon  M'ter  this  she  went  to  live  with  her  son  in 
Bos  Angeles,  California,  whore  she  died  in  lbln. 
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Aunt  Mary  was  a  most  lovable  woman.  All  who 
knew  her  loved  her.  She  had  the  kind  and  loving 
nature  of  her  mother  and  was  very  patient  and 
kind  in  the  most  trying  circumstances  in  life.  She 
suffered  much  but  endured  patient  and  true  to  the 
end  of  her  life. 

We  who  knew  her  revere  her  memory  and  shall 
always  think  of  her  as  a  true  Christian  and  wonder¬ 
ful  counselor. 

We  could  not  get  in  touch  with  her  son,  hence 
had  to  write  from  memory.  J.W.K. 

Conclusion 

As  we  conclude  this  short  historical  sketch  of 
our  forefathers,  may  we  not  hope  that  you  have 
been  deeply  impressed  with  these  important  facts? 
1st.  That  we  are  descended  from  .a  line  of  sturdy, 
patriotic  and  God-fearing  men  and  women. 

Leaving  their  native  country  because  of 
strong  Religious  persecution  and  coming  to  a 
new  and  undeveloped  land,  they  brought  with 
them  an  intense  desire  for  Religious  Freedom. 
2nd.  That  they  did  not  fail  in  bringing  up  their  chil¬ 
dren  to  fear  God,  to  be  honest  and  upright  cit¬ 
izens  of  their  adopted  country. 

The  fact  that  for  over  two  centuries  the  des¬ 
cendants  of  these  loyal  men  have  always  kept 
themselves  free  from  any  entangling  alliances 
with  the  false  and  perversive  “isms”  that  sur- 
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rounded  them  and  remained  true  to  the  God  nf 
their  fathers  is  something  for  which  to  be  just¬ 
ly  proud. 

3rd.  May  we  not  hope  that  no  member  of  the  Kep- 
linger  family  will  ever  depart  from  the  worthy 
and  noble  example  laid  down  by  our  forefath¬ 
ers  and  that  you  will  see  to  it  that  your  chil¬ 
dren  are  early  taught  to  love  God  and  to  ren¬ 
der  loving  and  willing  service  to  the  Heavenly 

Father  whom  tliev  so  ferventlv  loved  and  so 

«  « 

faithfully  served. 

% 

Although  the  world  is  moving  on  and  we  are  liv¬ 
ing  in  what  is  said  to  be  a  new  day,  stop  and  look 

about  von.  The  God  of  our  fathers  still  lives  and  His 
« 

promises  are  still  sure  and  His  AYord  must  still,  as 
ever,  be  our  guide  and  counselor,  if  we  expect  to 
meet  them  in  a  future  world  of  bliss. 

1  should  have  liked  very  much  indeed  if  \  could 
have  given  you  a  more  complete  record  of  our  an¬ 
cestors,  but  because  many  failed  entirely  to  keep  a 
family  record  we  have  been  left  in  the  dark  as  to 
date  of  birth  and  death  of  many.  I  hope  this  will 
make  clear  to  you  your  duty  in  keeping  a  complete 
family  record.  For  rest  assured  that  your  poster¬ 
ity  will  want  to  know  many  things  about  your  his¬ 
tory  which  vou  alone  can  give.  This  may  seem  un- 
important  to  you  now.  Think  of  how  much  more 
valuable  this  record  would  be  and  the  great  amount 
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of  labor  that  would  have  been  saved  if  our  fore¬ 
fathers  would  have  kept  and  handed  down  to  us  a 
more  complete  record. 

And  now  my  work,  incomplete  though  it  he,  is 
finished.  And  \  hope  you  will  realize,  with  me.  that 
the  history  of  the  Keplinger  families  is  the  history 
of  brave  men  who  toiled  in  the  wilderness  of  Amer¬ 
ica  and  helped  in  making  this  country  great. 

No  effort  has  been  made  to  display  any  literary 
ability,  for  we  are  conscious  we  have  none.  Only 
to  give  you  in  plain  every  day  language  the  history 
of  a  common,  but  a  respected  class  of  men  and 
women  who  did  not  have  the  advantages  of  our  dnv 
from  an  educational  point  of  view. 

They  were  only  common  toilers  of  the  farm  and 
shop.  ]>ut  they  ‘‘kndw  hod  and  -Jesus  Christ  whom 
lie  hath  sent”  and  some  day  we  all  will  realize 
that  after  all,  this  is  the  all-important  aim  in  life. 

And  so  I  pray  that  the  Cod  of  all  mercy  may  be 
with  you  and  keep  you  true  to  th$  ideals  of  our 
fathers. 

James  W.  Keplinger 

Zanesville,  Tnd.  19:19. 
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Appendix 

During  the  past  year  I  have  given  much  study 
and  research  in  trying  to  work  out  the  history  of 
our  ancestors.  I  have  traveled  over  2,000  miles 
and  written  hundreds  of  letters  to  Keplingers  whom 
1  have  discovered  in  a  wide  stretch  of  territory. 

Much  valuable  information  has  thus  been  obtain¬ 
ed,  and  while  I  do  not  ask  for  any  honor  or  remun¬ 
eration  of  any  kind  for  this  vast  amount  of  labor 
and  expense,  yet  I  hope  that  the  result  will  be  ap¬ 
preciated  enough  to  cause  you  who  may  come  in¬ 
to  possession  of  these  notes  and  comments  to  pre¬ 
serve  them  for  future  generations. 

In  the  years  to  come  our  children  and  children’s 
children  will  want  to  know  about  their  forefathers 
and  these  notes  which  I  have  gathered  will  be  in¬ 
valuable  aid  to  them. 

Some  historian  of  the  future  will  be  glad  to  find 
these  notes  and  comments  hidden  amongst  the  rel- 
lics  of  our  posterity.  And  so  T  beg  of  you,  hand 
them  at  your  passing  to  some  one  who  will  in  turn 
hand  them  to  others,  not  for  their  literary  value 
but  for  the  information  they  contain. 

TJiis  task  has  been  a  pleasant  one.  But  consid¬ 
ering  the  fact  that  I  am  over  four-score  years  of 
age,  you  will  surely  realize  that  I  would  at  times 
get  weary. 


68 


xii  vi 

M'i'  ’■?  ‘  ' v  I ti  *)’I :  %  «  i  wtj: 

>10  Min  ’((/< 

■  I'  1  f 

I//  Ii  )  »*'  /O  •  ->  ,,ff 

*  •  "  fr>  <)fhrr  '  i  ■  ,  -in 

■V'\-  9\  '  it  • 

1  "  i  *  - :  i  j  ' 1  ?o  •  •  *  ■"!>>  .*  -)r!  ol’ 

• +  >: '  **i.-  ;(}  i/  orf f  vrotrA  o?  1  wtr  Jlrv/  rmhlirfo 

)<  '■  ,  bi  h 

■  f‘  i  v  i  •  rr-  i 1 1  ii  •  *  *  ;;  <«>  ■  .rj 

y  ;  •  1  '  nr/*  :  o  r  q  jft>  'f(.  ,j 

'  -HI  -  o/fr  •«  *t  'on  ioi  >  o)  motf  btu:, 

* 

”'f  f  f«  ^;iOW  i  ■  ilt  a*i''  r/  vj  ;>.t  f ft vr  o./t  ,..rt 


I  am  now  passing  this  most  valuable  informal  ion 

on  to  you-  and  as  you  read  from  its  pages  of  the 

men  and  women  who  were  our  ancestors  and  of 

their  toil  and  sacrifice,  may  you  give  due  honor  to 

them  and  seek  to  live  such  honorable  and  Godly 

* 

lives  as  \  am  sure  they  would  have  you  live. 

Consider  this  as  a  “Codicile”  to  my  last  will  and 
testament  to  vou.  Shortly  I  will  be  “gathered  to 
our  fathers”  and  you  will  be  left  in  a  world  where 
toil  and  sacrifice  are  necessary  to  your  well-being 
here  and  hereafter. 

The  God  of  our  fathers  never  forsook  them  an  1 
lie  will*  T  know,  never  forsake  you  if  you  tru-t 
Him  as  did  they. 

James  Wesley  Keplinger 
(Uncle  Wesley) 
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A  SHORT  HISTORY 
of  the 

JACOB  KEPLINGER  FAMILIES 


James  AY.  Keplinger 

That  the  descendants  of  Jacob  Keplinger  may 
not,  in  the  future,  be  left  in  the  dark  as  to  the  his¬ 
tory  of  their  ancestors,  this  record  is  being  written. 

The  writer  is  the  last  member  of  this  family  left. 

i 

And  if  the  history  of  our  family  is  ever  written  by 
one  who  knows  by  actual  contact  with  the  head  of 
the  family,  it  must  be  done  soon,  otherwise  any 
records  that  may  be  collected  are  apt  to  be  largely 
conjecture. 

Our  hero  was  a  very  hard  working  man,  as  cer¬ 
tain  facts  in  the  story  of  Ids  life  will  fully  demon- 
•strate.  lie  was  the  second  son  of  Joseph  and  Catha¬ 
rine  Keplinger,  and  was  born  near  Hagerstown, 
Md.,  March  15,  1817. 

About  the  year  1830  he  came  with  li is  parents  tn 
the  state  of  Virginia,  (now  AY.  A"a.)  There  they 
lived  until  the  year  1832  when  with  his  parents,  he 
•came  to  Tuscarawas  Co.,  Ohio,  settling  about  four 
miles  west  of  what  was  then  Canal  Dover  (now 
Dover)  Ohio  and  about  one  mile  south  of  AYinfield 
Here  he  grew  to  manhood. 
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ITis  educational  advantages  were  very  meager, 
as  he  had  only  the  privilege  of  from  two  or  three 
months  of  the  village  school  each  winter. 

Indeed  it  ^  not  positively  known  whether  he 
ever  attended  school  at  all  after  coming  to  Ohio, 
for  evidently  he  and  his  elder  brother  Elias  were 
greatly  needed  in  clearing  the  160  acre  farm  upon 
which  his  father  had  settled. 

Tie  knew  the  hardships  and  toil  of  the  early  pio¬ 
neers,  as  their  very  lives  depended  upon  their  toils 
and  sacrifices.  They  were  kept  busy  from  early 
morn  until  late  at  night.  Always  in  danger  from 
the  presence  of  wild  animals  and  often  from  the 
savages  that  frequently  roamed  the  forests.  They 

were  compelled  to  be  on  the  outlook  for  danger 
continually. 

But  these  pioneers  were  brave  men,  and  while 
they  were  conscious  of  ever-present  danger,  yet 
they,  by  its  daily  presence,  soon  unconsciously  be¬ 
came  inured  to  it  and  were  therefore  unafraid  at  its 
approach. 

The  home  in  which  our  hero  grew  to  manhood 
was  a  home  in  which  God  was  honored  and  loved. 

ITis  father  and  mother  were  busy  with  the  cares 
and  responsibilities  of  a  large  family,  and  also  had 
an  earnest  desire  to  build  for  themselves  a  comfort¬ 
able  home.  Yet  they  were  never  too  busy,  each 
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morning  and  evening,  to  gather  their  children 
whom  Cod  had  given  them,  around  the  family  altar 
and  read  from  the  Word  of  Cod  and  invoke  the  care 
and  the  protection  of  their  Heavenly  Father. 

In  this  environment  our  hero  grew  to  manhood. 

Very  early  in  life  he  espoused  the  Christian 
religion  and  joined  the  United  Brethren  Church  ->t 
Winfield,  living  a  consistent  Christian  life  until 
death. 

On  March  14.  1840,  Jacob  Keplinger  and  Cath¬ 
arine  Lower  were  united  in  marriage.  They  began 
their  homebuilding  on  a  10.4  acre  farm  located  one 
mile  south  of  Winfield,  and  adjoining  that  of  his 
father  Joseph  Keplinger  on  the  west.  Tie  cleared 
about  TOO  acres  of  this  farm  and  made  of  it  a  fine 
home  in  which  the  children  that  came  into  it  were 
brought  up. 

In  this  home  many  a  weary  itinerant  preacher 
was  made  welcome,  and  his  pastor  was  always  wel¬ 
come  and  never  left  without  receiving  a  substantial 
gift  from  this  liberal  hearted  man.  The  writer  re¬ 
members  well  that  father  would  never  allow  his 
pastor  to  leave  for  conference  without  having  re¬ 
ceived  his  full  salary  for  the  year,  if  he  had  to  pay 
it  out  of  his  own  pocket.  T  have  known  him  to  pay 
as  much  as  $100.00  to  bring  his  salary  up  in  full. 

It  was  a  very  rare  thing  for  him  to  miss  a  service 
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at  bis  church  and  especially  the  mid-week  prayer 
meeting. 

In  the  winter  of  1879  he  had  a  stroke  of  paralysis, 
which  left  him  weak  in  body  and  mind.  Shortly 
after  this  he  became  afflicted  with  that  terrible 
disease  of  gallstones  from  which  he  suffered  great¬ 
ly  until  the  fall  of  1887  when  he  passed  to  his  eter¬ 
nal  home. 

Into  this  home,  which  we  know  to  have  been  a 
Godly  one,  came  in  due  time  eight  children  :  five 
sons  and  three  daughters,  all  of  whom  were  brought 
lip  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord. 

When  the  Civil  War  broke  out,  he  had  three  sons 
who  were  old  enough  to  go,  and  he  freely  surren¬ 
dered  them  to  the  call  of  his  country.. 

The  oldest  child  was  Mary  Margaret  Keplinger. 
born  duly  21,  1841.  Feb.  2,  1861  she  became  the 
mother  of  a  son,  William  Henry  Bair.  About  the 
year  1867  she  married  Alfred  Ilirt  of  Greencastle. 
Indiana,  to  which  place  they  moved  shortly  after 
their  marriage.  To  this  union  one  son  was  given. 
Jacob  flirt,  named  foi*  his  grandfather  Keplinger. 
Mary  Margaret  died  May  4,  1871,  at  the  home  of 
her  father  near  Winfield,  and  was  buried  in  what 

is  known  as  the  Broad  run  Cemetery  near  Winfield, 
Ohio. 

Joseph  Samuel  Keplinger  was  born  Aug.  2,  1844. 
Died  Jan.  17.  1921.  TJe  married  Susan  Bair,  who 
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was  born  Aug:.  3,  1844  and  died  July  9,  1920. 

To  them  were  born  seven  children,  viz : 

Olive  M.  born  Dec.  26,  1867,  died  June  8,  1868. 

Anna  M.  born  Nov.  8,  1868, 

Charles  AY.  born  March  13,  1871,  died  Sept.  6, 
1925. 

Cora  A.  born  June  11,  1873. 

.  Leonard  AY.  born  Feb.  27,  1876,  died  Oct.  3, 
1931. 

Jacob  AVesley  born  Sept.  5,  1880, 

Infant  daughter  born  March  10,  1885,  died  in 
infancy. 

Joseph  Samuel  Keplinger  was  the  oldest  son 
Jacob  and  Catharine  Keplinger.  On  March  30, 
1862,  at  the  age  of  18  years  lie  enlisted  in  Company 
A  Second  Battalion,  Seventeenth  Regiment  of  Unit¬ 
ed  States  Infantrv,  to  serve  for  three  years.  Ilis 
Company  was  immediately  sent  to  Fort  Preble, 
Portland,  Maine.  for  guard  duty  during  the  winter 
of  1862  and  1863.  Soon  thereafter  they  were  sent 
to  the  front  lines.  Tie  was  engaged  in  the  battle 
of  Gettysburg,  and  other  major  battles,  during 
Grant’s  campaign  in  ATirginia  known  as  “the  bat¬ 
tle  of  the  "Wilderness.” 

In  May,  1864,  he  was  taken  prisoner.  For  nearly 
seven  months  he  was  confined  in  Andersonville 
Prison  in  Georgia.  Confederate  Prisoners  received 
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very  poor  fare  due  to  the  lack  of  food,  and  this 
prison  was  exceptionally  bad,  due  to  the  cruelties 
of  its  commander.  When  finally  released  on  an 
exchange  of  prisoners,  he  was  extremely  weak  and 
ill  from  the  starvation  diet  and  other  privations  of 
prison  life.  He  was  taken  to  V.  S.  Army  Hospital 
in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  where  he  recovered  suffi¬ 
ciently  to  be  sent  home  on  parole.  Later  he  return¬ 
ed  to  his  regiment  for  further  service,  hut  was  not 
needed  and  received  his  honorable  discharge  on 
June  8,  1865. 

After  his  marriage  to  Susan  Bair  shortly  after 
the  war,  he  engaged  in  farming  on  the  land  known 
as  the  Silvin’s  farm  north  of  Dover,  Ohio.  After 
this  time  lie  worked  at  the  “Crown  Plant  of  the 
Robinson  Clay  Products  Company”  as  a  yard  man 
and  teamster  until  a  few  years  prior  to  his  death, 
June  17,  1921.  He  was  a  member  of  Ricksecker  Post 
of  0.  A.  R.,  Dover,  Ohio. 

This  record  of  the  life  of  one  of  America’s  Heroic 
Soldiers  who  helped  to  preserve  our  Union  and 
who  suffered  more  than  can  he  put  into  words  was 
furnished  by  his  youngest  son,  Jacob  Wesley  Kep- 
linger  of  Dover,  Ohio. 

John  Henry  Keplinger. 

The  second  son  of  Jacob  and  Catharine  Kepling¬ 
er  was  born  Aug.  15,  1845,  and  died  Aug.  26,  1914. 
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lie  was  married  Feb.  4,  18(39  to  Anna  Putt  who  was 
born  Aug.  17,  1 850,  and  died  April  29,  1928. 

Six  children,  viz : 

1.  Allen  C.  Kepliuger  born  Dee.  28,  1869.  First  mar¬ 
riage  A  up:.  18,  1890  to  Emma  Kneeht,  born  Dec. 
28,  1868,  died  A  up:'.  27,  1923.  Second  marriage 

April  4,  192.7,  to  Margaret  Theiss,  born  August 
28,  1881.  Children  to  his  first  man*  age  are: 

a.  Carl  Kepliuger  born  May  28,  1891,  married 
Maiadi  20,  1!)17)  to  Maud  Stull,  born  Sept. 
18,  1889.  Two  children: 

1.  (lien  Kepliuger,  born  Nov.  28,  1916. 

2.  Florence,  born  dan.  26,  1922. 

b.  Orplia  Kepliuger  born  March  12,  1900.  Mar¬ 
ried  dan.  80,  1919  to  John  \V.  Tucker  born 
Oct.  2,  1898.  Three  children: 

1.  Kuth  Tucker  (adopted  daughter)  born 
Feb.  2,  1928. 

2.  Barbara  Tucker,  born  Oct.  6,  1926. 

8.  Kenneth  John  Tucker,  born  Feb.  22, 
1940. 

2.  Jennie  E.  Kepliuger,  born  June  13,  1871. 

3.  Frank  G.  born  Jan.  8,  187.2,  married  Dee.  2o, 
1893  to  Ilattie  G.  Kegg,  born  Feb.  11,  1873.  Two 
children  : 

a.  Vivian  Keplinger  born  Dec.  19,  1894,  mar¬ 
ried  June  21,1923,  to  Wayne  B.  Notting¬ 
ham  born  April  17,  1899.  One  child: 
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Marsh  Nottingham  born  March  15r 
1928. 

b.  Kenneth  Keplinger  born  May  21,  1905. 

4.  William  B.  Keplinger  born  June  2,  1874,  died 
June  22,  1876. 

5.  Libbie  A.  Keplinger  born  May  12,  1883,  married 
Dec.  29,  1915  to  John  Maguire,  born  Feb.  22r 
1885.  Two  children: 

a.  Isabelle  Maguire,  born  Oct.  22,  1916,  mar¬ 
ried  Jan.  22,  1923,  to  Steward  Woodall* 
One  child  : 

Robert  Woodall,  born  Aug.  11,  1934. 

b.  John  Maguire,  born  May  26,  1919. 

6.  Thomas  R.  Keplinger,  horn  Aug.  18,  1885,  died 
April  4,  1887. 

John  Henry  Keplinger  served  in  the  Civil  War. 

This  record  was  furnished  by  Frank  Or.  Keplinger. 

Pontiac,  Ill. 

Aaron  Snyder  Keplinger. 

Son  of  Jacob  and  Catharine  Keplinger  was  born 
Jan.  19,  1848.  At  the  age  of  17  he  enlisted  in  Com¬ 
pany  E.  198th  Regiment.  Ohio  Infantry  Volunteers 
to  serve  for  one  year  or  the  duration  of  the  war. 
On  May  2,  1865  he  received  his  honorable  discharge 
at  Camp  ('base,  reasons  of  instructions  from  the 
War  department,  the  end  of  the  war,  without  hav¬ 
ing  seen  active  service. 
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Several  years  later,  due  to  the  slioek  of  a  broken 
love  affair,  he  became  mentally  unsound  and  was 
confined  in  Newberry  State  Hospital.  After  several 
years  lie  was  transferred  to  Columbus  State  Hos¬ 
pital  and  later  to  Massilon  State  Hospital  where  he 
remained  until  his  death  .June  2,  1022. 

He  died  of  natural  causes  at  the  age  of  74  years, 
and  was  intered  by  relatives  in  Soldiers'  lot.  Maple 
Grove  Cemetery,  Dover,  Ohio. 

The  writer  feels  impelled  to  add  a  few  words  of 
tribute  to  the  above.  Brother  Aaron  seemed  to 
have  inherited  much  of  the  tender  and  loving  dis¬ 
position  of  his  grandmother  Keplinger,  and  his 
trusting  and  confiding  disposition  made  it  very 
difficult  for  him  to  realize  that  anyone  could  pos¬ 
sibly  fail  to  keep  a  promise  once  made.  Hence  when 
the  promise  made  by  his  bethrothed  was  broken, 
lie  could  not  bear  up  under  the  stroke  of  unrequit¬ 
ed  lov'.  Aaron  was  a  good  Chmstian  bov  and  a 
member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church  at  Winfield, 
( >hio. 

The  writer  by  personal  experience  with  his  faith¬ 
fulness  could  relate  many  incidents  of  his  true 
Christian  character  before  this  terrible  misfortune 
overtook  him.  He  is  now  free  from  his  Ion"  years  of 
mental  darkness  and  has  emerged  into  the  light 
and  liberty  of  those  who  trust  in  Him  who  ‘‘is  the 
Light  of  the  world.” 


8S 


t  ,  :  >(  1 1  1-  '  .  r.;  •  ■  <"  -I 

•:  >•:..* lit : . : •  ?  ..  .  n  ■  .  .  *' 5  <~  'f  ■  ‘  mo*>7 

#j’v/  i*  ficj  1  ii-  1  '  'Hi  i 

,(  '  <  ,’j  ,  i.  r! ;  ?*  ‘nr,  i\‘  *i 

i  i  <.  vi»i-  •  :  !  i  lii-i  ii*.  r  ..i  0  f  ti)  ni 

'(  i .! /■  . t . >  ,-i.  >;  /h  *i  tf  f'ii  •  I):  i5 

.  ;s7  >  '  /  '» 

.  >  A  t  .1  f j  !.  'f  ii  17/  7(:  I' 

•1  |!  (t  •“  iriH  /'*!-.  ){'  t  •  *;  0  Ij  !  1 

vj  (uf  j ; 1 1  I >u  **  :{ r  j  r  r  ! .')ti  m  >  *  ••  »;il 

1 07  !  :■''<<  I  I 

|  ’Inc 

. .  <  ' ‘  >1  ♦ 

,>  5  ■  *  :  'I  •  I  :  '»  •  0  ■  \ 

.  ’ll 

J  Mi  t  0  •(7,1  ff-)j  f 

-  •  «,  1.1  (!  7/  >*  If  ’•  •'  '  V  •  1  ,ri*!7f  • 

io  'i  -  ;•:(  I  ri  .  "7  ’  v/  ;i  *  II  wnl  i 

Ml?  at  r  ruilf  n i  Vtrr.J  o  r/  o-ofi  'to  .  v -  ; c I  lor 


Surely  in  that  day  when  all  things  are  brought 
to  the  light  of  our  understanding,  we  shall  know 
why  he  was  allowed  to  suffer  so  long. 

The  writer  wishes  that  succeeding  generations 
could  know  this  man  as  he  knew  him  in  his  early 
years.  Because  of  his  disposition  to  be  true  to  all 
his  friends,  he  was  the  favorite  in  the  home  and 
was  loved  by  all  who  associated  with  him.  I  revere 
his  memory  and  lovingly  pay  this  tribute  to  him. 

(Ilis  brother  Wesley) 

Isabelle  was  born  March  15,  1850  and  died  June 
16,  1854. 

Infant  son  born  June  16,  1854  and  died  June  16. 
1854. 

Catharine  (Lower)  Keplinger  died  June  16,  1854. 
She  was  a  faithful  companion  and  a  loving  mother 
and  a  member  with  her  husband  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church  of  Winfield,  Ohio. 

The  deatli  of  his  wife  left  our  hero  with  four  chil¬ 
dren,  so  on  Julv  1»  1855  he  was  married  to  Mrs. 
Anna  (Myers)  Barnhart  who  was  born  Feb.  10, 
1827,  and  died  Sept.  29,  1885.  She  was  a  widow 
having  one  son,  George  Baichart. 

To  Jacob  and  Anna  Keplinger  were  born  three 
children,  viz: 

Sarah  Elizabeth,  born  April  19,  1856,  died 
June  8,  1921. 
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Florence  Amanda  born  Feb.  6,  18. >8.  died  in 

infancy. 

James  Wesley,  born  May  17,  1859. 

Sarah  Elizabeth  Keplinger 

The  writer  would  like  very  much  indeed  if  he 
could  bring  you  a  pen  picture  of  this  wonderful 
Christian  woman.  She  was  born  April  19,  1856  and 
early  in  life  she  joined  the  Fnited  Brethren  Church 
at  Winfield,  Ohio,  in  which  she  was  a  faithful  work¬ 
er  until  death.  She  taught  the  primary  department 
of  the  Fnited  Brethren  Sabbath  School  at  Winfield 
for  many  years,  and  no  doubt  many  of  the  present 
workers  of  F'e  church  and  Sunday  School  there 
can  trace  their  first  religious  convictions  to  the 
faithful  instructions  of  this  truly  ( Soil ly  woman. 
She  1ms  gone  to  her  reward  but  her  works  will 
follow  her. 

On  April  9,  1876  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Jonathan  P.  Davidson  who  was  born  April  5.  1855. 
They  had  no  children  of  their  own  but  raised  the 
small  child,  Hdith  Carnathan  of  near  Winfield. 
This  child  they  raised  to  womanhood  and  gave  her 
an  education  which  enabled  her  to  teach  in  the 
public  schools  for  a  number  of  years.  They  were 
always  deeply  concerned  for  her  welfare  and  loved 
her  as  though  she  was  their  own  child.  Edith  died 
in  voung  womanhood, 'but  date  of  death  is  unknown. 
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Jonathan  and  Sarah  Davidson  lived  most  of  their 
married  life  on  a  farm  near  Winfield,  where  lie  en¬ 
gaged  in  growing  small  fruit  and  vegetables  which 
he  sold  mostly  in  Dover,  Ohio.  Doth  were  hard 
workers,  not  alone  on  the  farm  and  in  the  home, 
but  in  the  church  as  well.  This  is  what  so  endeared 
them  to  the  people  of  the  community  of  Winfield. 
Their  passing  was  a  great  loss  to  the  church  and  to 
the  community. 

Their  bodies  are  peacefully  resting  in  the  beauti¬ 
ful  cemetery  at  Strasburg,  Ohio,  awaiting  their 
resurrection  by  the  Lord  whom  they  so  deeply 
loved  and  so  faithfully  served  here  below. 

James  Wesley  Keplinger. 

Youngest  son  of  Jacob  and  Anna  Keplinger,  was 
Lorn  May  17,  1859  and  grew  to  manhood  on  his 
father’s  farm  located  one  mile  south  of  Winfield, 
Ohio. 

I  attended  the  public  school  at  Winfield,  supple¬ 
menting  this  by  attending  one  and  one  half  years 
at  the  Northwestern  Ohio  Normal  at  Ada,  Ohio  in 
1878  and  1879. 

On  the  23rd  day  of  Sept.  1880  I  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  E.  Afibaugh,  daughter  of  Rev.  Daniel 
3,nd  Margaret  Arbaugh,  then  living  on  what  was 
known  as  Crooked  Run  Circuit  of  the  United  Breth¬ 
ren  Church  of  which  Winfield  formed  a  part. 
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Mary  Elizabeth  Arbaugh  was  born  Jan.  4,  1881 
at  New  Riirnley,  Harrison  Connly,  Ohio.  Being  tin* 
daughter  of  an  itinerant  minister,  she  of  course 
moved  from  circuit  to  circuit  with  her  parents  un¬ 
til  in  their  itinerary  they  came  to  Winfield,  where 
T  became  acquainted  with  her.  Our  acquaintance 
soon  ripened  into  love,  resulting  in  our  marriage  on 
the  above  date.  This  marriage  proved  a  successful 
one.  She  always  stood  by  me  in  all  the  trials  and 
disappointments  of  a  very  eventful  life,  8>he  was 
indeed  a  help-meet  to  me,  and  was  always  a  great 
help  in  my  church  and  Sabbath  School  work  for 
many  years,  although  our  pathway  was  strewn 
with  many  cares  and  much  toil. 

She  passed  to  her  reward  June  22.  1022.  We  miss 
her  greatly  and  of'en  are  homesick  for  that  reunion 
beyond  the  cares  of  this  life. 

Wo  began  our  housekeeping  on  my  father’s  farm 
where  we  remained  for  two  years.  In  1882,  July  2.1 
an  infant  son  was  given  us.  But  we  were  only  per¬ 
mitted  to  keep  him  a  little  while. 

In  1882  T  purchased  a  small  farm  of  55  acres  in 
Daviess  Co.,  Tnd.  Our  postofl'ioe  address  here  was 
Epsom,  Tnd.  To  this  farm  we  moved  in  Aug.  1882. 
where  we  remained  for  four  years.  Here  our  second 
son,  Waldo  Howard  Keplinger,  was  born  Jan.  25 
1885. 
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In  the  fall  of  1885  my  mother  died  and  at  the  re¬ 
quest  of  father,  we  moved,  in  the  spring  of  188G, 

back  to  Ohio  and  bought  twenty  two  and  one  half 
acres  of  the  home  farm.  Here  Homer  Harrison, 
our  third  son,  was  born  Nov.  *28,  1888.  At  this  place 
we  lived  until  the  fall  of  1890. 

During  this  time  1  taught  two  terms  of  school, 
the  first  term  at  what  was  known  as  the  “Jericho” 
School  and  the  second  term  at  the  “North  America” 
School  one  mile  north  of  Winfield.  While  teaching 
at  the  “Jericho”  School  I  contracted  a  severe  ease 
of  what  was  then  called  “La  Grippe.”  This  left  me 
with  very  poor  health.  Being  unable  longer  to  do 
the  work  of  the  farm.  1  traded  my  farm  in  South 
ern  Indiana  to  Win.  II.  Stahl  for  his  general  store 
in  Winfield.  This  venture  proved  an  unsuccessful 
one,  and  we  disposed  of  it  in  1895. 

Here  on  Nov.  14,  1890,  Mila  Mae  Keplinger  was 
born,  and  here  also,  on  March  20.  1892,  Waldo  died 
and  was  buried  in  the  Broadrun  Cemeterv. 

Having  disposed  of  my  store  at  Winfield,  in  the 
spring  of  1895  we  moved  to  Scio,  Harrison  County, 
Ohio.  While  at  this  place  I  entered  the  employ 
of  the  International  Food  Company  of  Minneapo¬ 
lis,  Minn.,  traveling  in  Ohio,  West  Virginia  and 

Maryland. 

In  the  fall  of  1894  T  was  given  the  state  of  Indi¬ 
ana  as  permanent  territory.  So  in  March  1890  we 


ft  8 


’>».  >  -  *■  -  >  *■>-,  .  •  1  .v  v  ti  '  l<  *  '  r  1 

V>  «  !’  1  '•  11  •'  ii  •  jv*  :  : 

;  -  -  ■ 

I  I"  ’  -It  in  +  ‘ 

Sr  j'l  ”  *  7  Iff)  r 

to  111.'1!  fli!4  i'i/::'  i  /H 

.0  w.  */ot  07/  v.'.  I  */  i  ,J.’  ...Of-  fit 

1  ! !  >1!  *  :  •  V  I )  / :  /  tf  fMT'f  kl  /1  '.(t 

O  '  *T  .  i  *• !  •  '»  Joo/f  Q 

i ( |  /.I  I  r y  n  is  r  , 

c  fftiv/- 

I  r  s  ,  1  to  yf  nr//  *ul t 

If V  ■’ tr  *  i  f *>  fnvoiq  ovi/Jil  v  <• :!' 

M  ■[  I,  -|  (  *(• 

A  ■  '  j ;  i  f  i •'  !  • 

it  VMM  /.  /JO  ,  <1 ||  If  /,  Jf/O'l 

1 '  >  'i 1  !'  I  u  ri  .  ■  \r  o  ■  [>  ■ 

7.inu<  ')  muxImmhM  .  >\  )h  ot  f  r/<  f<*  ol;^f  to  r j, 

ttrjM  I  **>/J  |  1*  ::il  7 

no  ■>  * i  to  /:  rf  ■  I;  [(0*151  •  :i  f  ,  '  '! 

I)/iii  nifirgni  r  f*'>’/ /  ,Oiv  •  ni  ^mlo/unt  ,ji»iU  ,*H 

-*  m!  M  V  M  *  i  }-(  I  lift'!  Of!?  Ill 

'I  «•: «!•'  .#i  <  .  /*!<  i*  ! m1  irr^iu  i/ri'Hf  *•»  u,m. 


moved  to  Zanesville.  Here  I  continued  in  the  em¬ 
ploy  of  the  International  Food  Co.  until  1900,  when 
T  entered  the  employ  of  the  “Farmers’  Guide”  of 
Huntington,  Tnd.  I  remained  with  them  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years,  later  engaging  in  the  raising  of  poultry 
combined  with  that  of  strawberries. 

I  served  as  Postmaster  of  Zanesville  for  about 
24  years,  Retired  in  1933. 

Conclusion 

AYe  approach  the  close  of  this  short  narrative 
with  joy  mingled  with  sadness.  Joy  because  the 
life  history  of  our  family  lias  been  put  in  a  form 
that  can  be  preserved  for  those  who  are  to  come 
after  us,  who  will  only  know  t fie  history  of  their 
ancestors  by  the  records  we  leave  them.  Sadness, 
as  the  writer  reviews  in  his  mind  the  many  happy 
days  passed  with  Father.  Mother,  Brothers  and 
Sisters  in  the  old  homestead. 

Those  were  happy  carefree  days  spent  amidst 
surroundings  that  were  pleasant  always. 

But  Father  and  Mother,  Brothers  and  Sisters 
have  all  gone  to  their  reward  and  we  are  left  alone 
with  only  a  pleasant  memory  of  their  great  love 
and  solicitude  for  their  youngest  son  and  brother. 

However,  as  T  remember  the  many  kindnesses  of 
you,  my  beloved  children,  and  you,  my  next  of 
“Kin”,  my  nephews  and  nieces  and  cousins  and 
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other  more  distant  relatives,  life  becomes  much 
more  pleasant,  and  as  we  approach  the  end  we  have 
a  happy  consciousness  of  a  happy  reunion  in  the 
'‘Sweet  by  and  bvr” 

Your  Father,  Uncle,  and  Friend 

J.  AV.  Keplingrer 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  KEPLINGER  FAMILIES 


From  t lie  notes  of  M.  B.  Keplinger  (1912) 

Pride  of  lineage  is  a  dangerous  indulgence,  since 
there  are  likely  to  be  rascals  in  all  families.  All 
our  medieval  ancestors  may  have  been  thieves  and 
murderers  like  their  neighbors.  But  a  direct  an¬ 
cestry  untarnished  by  any  known  crime  or  disgrace 
for  nearly  two  hundred  years,  is  worthy  of  a  degree 
of  honest  pride  and  its  descendants  have  a  right  to 
know  something  of  their  origin. 

Certain  hereditary  tendencies  may  unconsciously 
affect  our  lives,  but  to  catch  the  full  inspiration  of 

a  sturdy  and  honest  ancestry  we  must  have  definite 
information.  No  other  apology  is  made  for  this 
effort  to  record  the  history  of  a  humble  German 
family,  which  has  honorably  borne  its  part  in  the 
development  of  our  American  nation  for  nearly 

two  centuries. 

These  are  chiefly  the  “short  and  simple  annals  of 
the  poor.”  Of  men  who  learned  trades  and  toiled 
with  their  hands.  Of  pioneers  of  forest  and  prair¬ 
ies,  who  thrived  by  their  own  efforts,  unaided  by 
public  favors.  Tt  has  long  been  a  bv-word  in  the 
family,  “There  are  no  lazy  Keplingers.” 

The  Keplingers  exhibit  the  usual  German  char¬ 
acteristics  of  industry,  thrift,  and  respect  for  law; 
appreciation  of  higher  education,  as  well  as  a  de- 
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gree  of  reticence,  sternness,  and  severity.  They 
have  been  patriotic,  but  never  an  office  seeking,  or 
office  holding  family. 

No  claim  for  literary  merit  is  made  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  pages,  nor  is  it  insisted  that  the  record  is 
absolutely  accurate.  But  it  is  believed  that  where- 
ever  uncertainty  exists  it  has  been  so  indicated. 

The  difficulty  of  gathering  facts  and  material  of 
this  nature  is  increasing  with  the  vears.  Family 
history  is  forgotten,  or  memories  become  confused 
and  untrustworthy.  Original  records  may  be  lost 
or  destroyed  at  any  time  (with  the  'burning  of  the 
New  York  Capitol  Building  in  1010,  in  spite  of 
•very  precaution  of  modern  science,  invaluable 
papers  and  records  perished).  So  it  is  not  surpris¬ 
ing  that  unprotected  private  papers  are  subject  to 
great  mortality. 

Tn  the  preparation  of  this  history,  a  careful  re¬ 
search  has  been  made  in  the  genealogical  section  of 
the  Lenox  and  Astor  Libraries  in  New  York  City, 
and  through  a  vast  number  of  State,  County,  and 
Church  records,  involving  much  correspondence 
and  labor.  Many  Keplingers  have  been  interview¬ 
ed,  or  written  to,  often  without  success.  Much 
credit  is  due  Mrs.  Clarisa  (Keplinger)  Rinaker  of 
Carlinsville,  Ill.,  and  John  G.  Keplinger  of  Lancas¬ 
ter,  Pa.  for  their  invaluable  assistance  and  en¬ 
couragement. 
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To  the  writer,  the  gathering  and  arranging  of 
data  has  been  a  pleasant  diversion  for  the  leisure 
moments  of  a  busy  man. 

Surnames. 

Surnames  are  a  comparatively  modern  conven¬ 
ience  usually  descriptive  of  their  origin,  indicating 
achievement,  the  place,  name,  occupation,  chief 
characteristics,  eccentric  or  otherwise  of  some  an¬ 
cestor. 

The  derivation  and  meaning  of  the  name  Kep- 
linger,  however,  is  still  an  unsolved  puzzle,  al¬ 
though  it  has  been  submitted  to  such  eminent  au¬ 
thority  as  the  College  of  Heraldry  at  Stuttgart, 
Germany,  as  well  as  to  various  German  scholars  in 
this  country.  Either  the  root  of  the  word  has  been 
so  changed  as  to  be  unrecognizable,  or  it  owes  its 
origin  to  some  ancient  dialect  or  place  now  forgot¬ 
ten. 

The  spelling  of  the  name  Keplinger  has  suffered 
sadly  at  the  hands  of  time  and  ignorant  or  careless 
clerks,  as  is  true  of  many  different  German  sur¬ 
names.  Accordingly  we  find  such  variations  as 
Keplinger.  Kepplinger,  Koeplinger,  Kiblinger, 
Kipplinger,  Caplinger,  Koblinger  and  even  Kipel- 
inger. 

For  many  years  one  branch  of  the  family  spelled 
the  name  Caplinger,  due  as  they  said  to  an  error 
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of  the  port  clerk  on  qualifying  tlieir  emigrant  an¬ 
cestors.  This  branch  have  in  recent  years  returned 
to  the  usual  form  Keplinger.  One  member  branch 
writes  that  he  remembers  seeing  an  old  will  made 
in  Germany  in  which  the  name  is  spelled  Koepplin- 
ger.  This  no  doubt  is  the  correct  spelling,  since 
the  most  recent  arrivals  as  well  as  the  families 
now  in  Germany  spell  it  thus.  The  word  Keplinger 
is  formed  by  dropping  the  o  and  one  p. 

Somewhere  in  North  Bavaria  in  Franconia  or 
the  Palatinate  is  located  the  cradle  of  the  Kep¬ 
linger  family.  There  are  families  of  the  name  now 
living  near  Nuremberg  in  Furth  Out  lie.  and  Frcncli- 
twangen.  These  write  that  all  Keplingors  origin¬ 
ally  came  from  Betfcdorf  !;ind  Cadolsburg,  and 
claim  that  the  name  is  found  nowhere  else  in  Ger¬ 
many. 

A  family  in  Baden  and  one  in  MveMIoff,  Austria 

may  be  the  same  stock. 

•• 

The  earliest  trace  of  the  name  is  suggested  by  a 
German  editor  of  New  York  City,  a  native  of  Stutt¬ 
gart,  who  remembers  Iveplingers  there  and  says 
that  a  “Bishop’ ’  Keplinger  was  contemporaneous 
with  Martin  Luther.  The  later  statement  however 
has  not  been  verified  as  yet  by  any  record  and  must 
not  be  taken  too  seriously. 

That  there  were  Iveplingers  in  Stuttgart  has 
been  proven  by  discovery  of  an  entry  of  marriage 
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of  one  Leonard  Keplinger  Oct.  16,  176.1,  to  Magda- 
jin  Sti-elilin,  daughter  of  Kassimin  Strehlin,  organ¬ 
ist  of  St.  Michalas.  This  record  was  found  by  an 
Evangelical  clergyman  in  Stuttgart  who  naively 
suggests  that  Leonard  Fred’s  father  was  a  l>rother 
of  Lenliart  Keplinger  who  emigrated  to  America 
in  1730. 

Let  no  Keplinger  regret  that  he  cannot  establish 
his  descent  from  the  Herman  Xobilitv.  It  might  he 
a  questionable  honor.  None  of  the  “Stigma  of 
Chivalry,”  or  (inherited  birthmarks  of  an  armor¬ 
bearing  ancestry.)  the  common  theory  of  a  disciple 
of  La  Marks  are  unknown  in  our  family.  The 
weight  of  evidence  both  by  record  and  tradition 
indicates  that  the  Keplingers  belong  neither  to  the 
aristocracy,  nor  the  peasantry,  but  were  craftsmen 
(humble  hard  workers)  and  probably  connected 
with  those  great  medieval  guilds,  which  so  stoutly 
resisted  the  divine  right  of  kings  and  were  the 
forerunners  of  the  modern  labor  organizations. 

Thus  we  find  in  the  list  of  family  vocations  nu¬ 
merous  blacksmiths,  millers,  and  weavers.  Most  of 
the  emigrant  Keplingers  became  farmers  in  Amer¬ 
ica,  but  that  they  did  not  abandon  the  idea  of 
erafts-training  is  proven  by  an  old  Keplinger  will 
in  Philadelphia  dated  1748  in  which  the  testator 
provides  that  each  of  his  six  boys  shall  within  his 
18th  year  be  put  to  learn  a  trade. 
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Iii  1678  along  the  Rhine  and  Neeker,  William 
Penn  and  Robert  Barclay,  his  fellow  student  from 
Oxford,  distributed  tracts,  rebuked  princes  and 
preached  the  doctrine  of  civil  and  religious  liberty 

to  willing  listeners.  Men  were  still  living  who 
fought  in  the  60  year  war  for  the  existence  of  Prot¬ 
estantism. 

By  the  peace  of  Westphalia  every  prince  was  em¬ 
powered  to  make  his  religion  the  religion  of  his 
people  and  banish  non-conformists  who  were  to 
have  five  years  in  which  to  emigrate.  Four  times 
in  60  years  the  unfortunate  Palatines  were  compell¬ 
ed  by  their  Electors  to  change  their  religion.  It  is 
no  wonder  that  when  Penn  founded  his  colony  in 
the  New  World  it  became  from  the  beginning  a 
refuge  for  the  persecuted  Germans. 

In  1687  the  armies  of  Lewis  14th  overran  the  Pal¬ 
atinate  and  surrounding  territory,  burning  and  pil¬ 
laging  and  giving  further  impetus  to  emigration. 

In  1710  Gen.  Robert  Hunter  was  appointed  Gov- 
enor  of  New  York  by  Queen  Anna  and  brought 
over  about  4,000  German  Palatines,  settling  most 
of  them  in  Schoharie  County,  New  York.  From  that 
place  a  large  number  of  dissatisfied  ones  made 
their  way  down  the  Susquehanna  River  and  settled 
in  Pa.  out  on  the  hanks  of  the  Tulpehocken  near 
their  fellow  countrymen.  The  next  year  an  expe¬ 
dition  was  fitted  out  in  New  York,  Connecticut, 
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New  .Jersey  and  Palatine  emigrants.  No  Keplinger 
names  are  found  in  any  of  the  lists  of  Germans, 
nor  in  any  of  the  past  records  of  Boston  or  New 
York. 

In  the  summer  of  1730  when  Charles  6th  ruled 
the  TIolv  Homan  Empire,  no  longer  Holy  or  Roman 
or  Empire,  the  first  Keplinger  emigrants  of  whom 
we  have  record  made  their  way  down  the  Rhine  t^ 
Rotterdam  and  sailed  for  Philadelphia  to  become 
a  part  of  that  industrious  and  thrifty  stock  known 
as  tlie  “Pennsylvania  Dutch.” 

An  entry  in  the  Philadelphia  port  record  made 
(call  Rec.  1  pg.  83)  Aug.  20,  1730.  Palatines  with 
their  families  imported  in  the  ship  “Thistle”  of 
Glasgow,  John  Dunlap  master  from  Rotterdam 
landed  in  Philadelphia.  Tn  the  register  of  the 
“Thistle”  two  Keplingers  appear  as  follows:  Leon¬ 
ard  Keplinger  and  Johannas  Keplinger,  name  spell¬ 
ed  on  record,  Koepplinger.  (Pa.  colonial  record  Vol. 
3,  pg.  365)  Rupps  30,000  names  pg.  83)  Leonard 
Caplinger,  and  Johannas  Caplinger.  (Pa.  Archives 
Vol.  17,  2nd  series  pg.  30) 

Two  years  later  in  the  same  record  we  find  the 
following.  Sept  19,  1732  Palatines  consisting  of  112 
males  over  16  years  of  age.  98  females  over  16  years 
and  85  under.  Tn  all  360  persons  imported  in  the 
ship  “Johnson”  of  London.  David  Crocket  master 
from  Rotterdam. 
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In  t lit*  lists  of  this  vessel  one  Keplinger  appears, 
Martin  Caplinger,  (Penn.  Archives  Vol.  17,  2nd 
series  page  49)  Hans  Martin  Keplinger.  (Pa.  colon¬ 
ial  record.  Rec.  Vol.  3  pg.  4.14)  Again  Oct.  2,  1749 
foreigners  numbering  292  from  Serbia  Xurtemberg 
and  Darnstadt  was  landed  in  Philadelphia  by  ship 
‘‘Jacob."  Adolph  De  Grove,  captain  from  Amster¬ 
dam.  In  the  list  of  the  “-Jacob' ‘  is  given  the  name 
Hans  George  Keplinger-  which  is  spelled  in  both 
Rupp  and  the  Archives  Keplinger  (Vol.  17,  pg.  300) 
The  colonial  records  do  not  go  down  as  far  as  1749. 


The  foregoing  is  the  first  history  of  the  family 
in  America  and  a  careful  search  of  past  records  of 
Boston,  New  York  and  Philadelphia  reveals  no 
other  Keplinger  emigrants  prior  to  the  Revolution. 


The  relation  of  these  four  men  to  each  other  is 
of  course  unknown.  It  is  believed  however  that 
Leonard,  .John  and  Martin  were  brothers. 

Although  the  fraternal  trio  in  every  family  has 
long  been  a  standing  genealogical  “joke”  it  is  said 
that  a  restriction  as  to  this  number  of  permitted 
emigrants  in  the  family  actually  did  exist  in  some 
countries.  A  tradition  of  these  three  brothers  has 
been  handed  down  in  entirely  separated  branches 
of  the  family,  one  in  Pa.,  one  in  III.,  in  Ohio,  lud, 
and  Maryland,  and  is  probably  correct. 
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Martin  was  married  in  173.3  but  Leonard,  Johan¬ 
nes  and  Ilans  George  evidently  brought  their  fam¬ 
ilies  with  them,  their  children  being  too  voung  to 
qualify  on  landing,  (under  16  yrs.  of  age)  This 
theory  also  explains  for  several  Keplingers  born 
between  1715  and  1740  whose  names  do  not  appear 
on  past  records  as  emigrants,  nor  in  any  Baptismal 
record  and  who  would  seem  to  be  children  of  these 
last  named  emigrants. 

Jn  1730  Philadelphia  was  a  thriving  city  of  about 
5,000  population,  but  there  is  no  evidence  that  our 
emigrants  tarried  long  in  the  city.  Up  the  Schuyl¬ 
kill  Liver,  land  was  fertile  and  cheap,  and  the 
German  settlements  then  were  already  30  and  40 
years  old  and  well  established.  Language,  customs, 
religion  and  perhaps  acqaintances  no  doubt  in¬ 
duced  the  emigrating  Keplingers  to  make  their 
way  up  the  river  to  the  vicinity  of  the  present 
Parks  Go.,  Penn.  This  county  was  formed  about 
1740  out  of  the  upper  parts  of  Philadelphia  and 
Lancaster  Counties  which  had  been  divided  by  the 

river. 

The  possibilities  of  the  country  had  been  adver¬ 
tised  by  the  Frankfort  Land  Co.,  which  owned 
land  grants  in  that  region  and  the  emigrants  may 
lmve  decided  to  make  their  home  there  before 
leaving  the  fatherland.  All  were  devout  Lutherans 

120 


-  ,  in. 7*  -  '  n/<  ! 

!.:  •!  1  t  •  n  i  Hi  >  '  <«•  •  :  n  "  •.  •  .n 

iof  l  i  t  tf  i;  r  JI  i f C 

.  ./  :;f  !  1  V  .  : 

!  '}•  fl  T-V  •.  ;  r 

t  *  J  '♦  •>  ‘mi  >t  "  -  .1  '  o'  ••  v  ' 

•1  /  I  ■  it  ••  fit  »  u  !■  (  ■"!  ')!»•  "  ;  <  ' 

/  , *>  :  ' i  '  f  )  '  !•“  1 1  *  ti  •  1 

•  *  I ;  I  ?  I  i{.  :  .  ✓  !  ■  U  \,V  .  :  1  fS9 

■)  (  ■  r J » ' J ; ;  >j,  jiifC  XI  I.  : 

»t  ■'  1  ■  •  Of 

!  •  4*  Tf;  •:  :!  t  t<>  7  Utti'K  7  Mil  t 

/  ■  '  f «  '  .-  if 

i  >r  I  fi  !'  I  .  <■* i’i  •  i  >ii »  .»•  oi : 

>i  t  ■  i  Im7!]»  no'M.  fo;.i  *  I  *>i .  #/  ■s‘iifnr&)  *■  ti,  a*  un 

-t  v.»i»  (■  .  Ik;  (i  v  *  1 1 1 1  o  *  *  oil  t  ‘to  ytihU'i  o  $rlT 

honv/o  I •  ii7/  M  ho  *,» '  to!  in  -i  (  .. •  *• 

Y-  -  r'lti  •(!*»  n  lmn  non;'*-,  ftf(j  ;fj  j,nfe[ 

'  of'»<|  7’iodf  no  >'  (  1  /!j,.n  >1  h  ,/^f 

>•  i-r.  ill  k1  ! ; ;  ,  .  .  •  1  j  /  ' 1  11/  Jof<  (Oil  h:i  |  ».  i(|  .• 


and  took  an  active  interest  in  church  work. 

The  name  of  Lenhard  or  Lenhart  Keplinger  ap¬ 
pears  many  times  in  the  early  records  of  Pa.  arc 
with  such  variations  of  Rates  and  relations  as  to 
indeed  make  it  seem  probable  that  P’ere  were  three 
men  of  that  name. 

After  his  landing  in  Philadelphia  in  1730,  the 
emigrant  Leonhard  is  next  located  in  Lancaster 
County  when  he  took  out  a  warranty  for  270  acres 
of  land,  the  date  of  survey  being  March  16,  1766, 
but  he  failed  to  complete  title.  Since  .John  Keplin- 
ger  was  in  Horne  Twpt.,  then  Lancaster  Co.,  about 
that  date  it  is  likely  that  they  were  together.  Leon¬ 
ard  soon  crossed  the  Schuykill  River  into  Windsor 
Twpt.,  Burks  Co.,  where  he  resided  with  his  fam¬ 
ily  for  about  20  years.  His  name  appears  as  a 
taxable  there  from  1740  to  17.72  (Rupps  1884  page 
271).  In  1746  he  subscribed  to  the  church  regula¬ 
tions  of  Zion  Lutheran  Church  at  Richmond  Twpt., 
called  Moselem  from  the  creek  near  by.  The  date 
of  his  death  has  not  been  found,  but  it  probably 
occurred  between  1772  and  1760. 

A  Leonard  Keplingcr  took  out  a  warranty  for  70 
acres  for  entry  in  Philadelphia  Co.  Date  of  survey 
being  April  4.  1771.  The  Berks  Co.  records  show 
in  1760  Lenhart  Keplingcr,  Administrator  in  Wind¬ 
sor  Twpt.  upon  the  estate  of  Philip  Keplinger  of 
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same  Twpt.  The  record  statin*?  tliat  Lenhart  was 
Philip’s  oldest  brother.  This  Lenhart  and  Philip, 
we  believe,  were  sons  of  the  Lenhart  1st  the  emi¬ 
grant  of  1730  for  if  these  two  Lenharts  were  iden¬ 
tical,  then  Philip  cannot  possibly  he  accounted  for. 
(Leonhart  2nd  and  Philip  his  brother.)  They  were 
have  been  lads  under  1G  in  1720.  Too  young  to 
qualify. 

In  the  Kehumaker  record  Lev.  J.  AY.  Larlv  of 
Reading,  Pa.  found  this  entry: 

Keplinger,  John  Peter  of  Lenhart  and  wife 
Marguaret,  5  weeks  old.  Sponsor  John  Peter 
Minart,  Bantised  Dec.  2G,  1756.  Infant  Ann 
Garth  Keplinger.  Jacob  of  Lenhart  and 
Margaret  born  (no  date)  Sponsor  Jacob 
Rausch  Baptised  Dec.  7,  1760  and  wife 


This  must  have  been  the  father  Lenhart.  In  this 
record  and  soon  after  the  last  date  (17G0)  he  moved 
down  to  Cumru  Twpt.  Berks  Co.  for  we  find  record 
of  the. naturalization  of  Lenhart  Keplinger  in  Phil¬ 
adelphia  in  17GG,  in  which  he  gives  Cumru  Twpt.  as 
his  residence.  From  this  time  on  to  1785  his  name 
appears  in  the  Proprietary  and  State  tax  lists  as 
a  taxable  in  that  Twpt. 
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‘‘Zigler  Abraham,  son  of  George  and  Mar- 
gretha  Keplinger,  born  Xov.  4,  1784,  baptised 
Feb.  Id,  178”),  sponsored  Abralunn  Zigler  and 
Anna  Barbara,  daughter  of  Lenhart  Keplin- 
ger,  both  single.  Marriages;  Martin  Frey,  son 
of  Rudolph  Frey,  and  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Lenhart  Keplinger,  duly  20,  1782  in  his  home. 
Peter  Keplinger,  son  of  Lenhart  Keplinger 
and  Margaret,  daughter  of  the  deceased  Peter 
Kenning.  Sept.  24,  1771. 

These  are  the  Lenharts  so  far  discovered  : 

Peter  born  177)6 
Jacob  born  1760 
Lenhart  2rd  born  1768 
Elizabeth  who  married  Martin  Frey,  July 
29,  1782 

Anna  Barbara  (single  in  1787>). 

Since  Lenhart  2nd  is  not  found  in  census  lists  of 
1790  it  is  to  be  supposed  that  he  died  between 
1785  and  1790.  Aged  70  years. 

The  first  Volume  of  the  Alleghany  Church  record 
from  1776  to  1806  in  German  has  not  been  searched 
for  Keplinger  references  and  will  probably  yield 
further  information  regarding  this  man  and  his 
family.  (John  or  Johannes  Keplinger) 

The  record  of  the  emigrant  first  appears  in  1722 
as  sponsor  at  baptism  of  David  Jung  (a  negro 
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child)  at  Ruthsphilla  a  settlement  ::  th  west  of 
the  present  Berks  Co.,  where  .John  Stover  preached. 
In  duly  1749  lie  was  living  in  Berne  Twpt.,  Lancas¬ 
ter  (now  part  of  Burks  Co.)  being  one  of  four  sub¬ 
scribers  to  a  note  for  salary  of  Rev.  John  George 
Schmidt.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  this  note. 

Berne  Twpt.  in  Lancaster  Co.,  May  ">.  ITT). 
We  the  undersigned  promise  to  pay  John 
George  Schmidt  minister  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  in  the  Twpt.  of  Colebrookdale  Co.,  of 
Philadelphia  the  sum  of  eight  pounds;  four 
pounds  on  or  before  Nov.  16,  1769,  and  the 
other  four  pounds  the  16th  of  May,  1740. 
Witness  our  hands  in  the  Twpt.  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  May  lb,  1749.  Mathias  Smith:  Conrad 
Schaoflf :  John  Keplinger :  John  Alfred 
ITeimieh. 

This  account  is  found  in  the  Lutheran  Church 
History  at  New  Hanover,  Montgomery  Co.,  Pa. 
on  page  97.  Rev.  Kline  author  of  the  history  says 
that  the  church  named  in  note  is  undoubtedly  Olev 
Hill  Church  now  St.  Joseph  in  Pike  Twpt.  Thar 
John  Keplinger  was  a  man  of  credit  and  standing 
and  that  he  took  an  active  interest  in  the  support 
of  the  church. 

Tn  1744  John  was  a  constable  in  Olev  Tvvnt.  Of 
the  marriage  of  this  man  or  the  birth  of  his  ehil- 
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dren  no  record  lias  vet  been  found,  unless  indeed 
lie  is  identical  with  that  of  John  George  Keplinger 
whose  children:  Carl  TClzy,  1741,  and  John  Leonard 
1744,  who  were  baptised  at  the  little  Tulpehocken 
Church,  Jefferson  Twpt.,  one  and  one  half  miles 
south  of  Bernville,  Berks  Co.  It  is  not  impossible 
that  he  was  a  son  of  Leonard,  as  will  be  shown 
later.  All  the  Keplinger  emigrants  appear  to  have 
been  devout  Lutherans,  devoutly  concerned  with 
church  organizations  and  work. 

John  Martin  Ko.plinger  the  dial,  emigrant,  landed 
in  Philadelphia  Sept.  1!).  1782.  In  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Archives  as  well  as  in  Hupps  JO, 000  names  of 
German  emigrants  the  name  is  spelled  Caplinger 
with  an  asterisk  to  indicate  that  the  name  was 
written  by  a  clerk.  In  vol.  J,  page  404  of  the  Berne 
Colonial  Kecord  the  name  is  given  as  I  Ians  Martin 
Fenlinger.  No  doubt  lie  went  on  up  the  river  to 
his  kinsfolks  that  same  fall,  for  we  find  that  as 
Hans  Martin  Keplinger  he  was  married  June  12, 
17JJ  to  Catharine  Schneider  of  Hanover,  Pa.  K* 
Hew  John  Casper  Stover.  Tt  is  not  clear  whar. 
trade  he  followed  but  from  his  will  made  in  1748 
we  learn  that  he  was  a  farmer  of  Me.  Calls  Manor. 

Bev.  J.  J.  Kline  in  a  letter  July  J,  1911  says: 
Me  Call's  Manor  is  a  tract  of  land  adjoining  the 
German  tract  on  the  north  west.  The  German  tract 
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is  a  part  of  the  land  once  owned  by  the  Frankfort 
Land  Co.,  which  David  Falkner  sold  as  one  of  the 
agents  for  the  company.  It  also  contains  the  part 
which  John  Henry  Sprogell  owned  of  which  he 
presented  49  acres  to  the  congregation  on  which 
the  church  (now  Ilanover)  has  been  erected.  It 
would  perhaps  be  difficult  at  this  time  to  locate 
Martin  Keplinger’s  farm.  Although  it  might  be 
1  raced  through  deeds  of  court  records,  since  New 
Ilanover  is  near  the  north  west  boundary  of  Mont¬ 
gomery  Co.  (a  part  of  Philadelphia  Country  prior 
to  1784)  Martin's  home  must  have  been  across  the 
line  in  what  is  now  Perks  Co.  From  his  will  we 
learn  that  he  also  was  a  land  owner,  and  that  he 
pursued  the  family  tradition  for  teaching  trades  to 
Ids  sons  as  an  obligation. 

This  will  provides  that 

“Mv  Wife  Catharine  shall  have  the  Liberty 

to  live  upon  the  100  acres  of  woodland 

I  bought  near  Maxitanney  a  branch  of  Sugar 

creek.  So  long  and  until  my  oldest  son  John 

George  shall  bear  the  age  of  21.  Also  it  is  my 

wish  that  everv  one  of  mv  six  sons  within  his 

•  • 

18th  year  shall  be  put  to  a  trade  which  they 
shall  choose  to  follow  or  choice  of  the  execu¬ 
tor  of  above  Martin  Keplinger.  ” 
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A  daughter  is  also  mentioned  but  not  named. 
This  will  dated  Nov.  22,  1748,  was  proven  April 
27,  1740,  Peter  Cornwalt  and  Math  hs  Northers — 
beck,  executors,  and  is  recorded  in  Registers  office 

in  city  of  Philadelphia,  (copied  by  M.  P.  Keplinger 
July  1026). 

Martin  was  an  Elder  (or  Deacon)  in  the  New 
Hanover,  or  Swamp  Falkner  Lutheran  Church,  the 
oldest  Lutheran  Church  in  America.  On  Dec.  20, 
1742  he  signed  an  agreement  with  Rev.  IL  M.  Muh¬ 
lenberg,  to  provide  necessary  living  expenses  and 
to  assist  and  sustain  him  and  his  office.  (Swamp 
•diurch  history  pg.  40). 

From  the  records  of  this  church  we  learn  the 
following  regarding  the  children  of  Marlin  and 
Catharine  Keplinger.  (1702) 

John  George  (confirmed!  1 7. 70  born  1720. 

John  Peter  (confirmed)  17.00  born  1707. 

John  (confirmed)  1706  born  1700. 

Martin  not  mentioned  in  record 

Jacob  Baptised  April  20,  1707,  born  possibly 
1741. 

"John  Adam  baptised  1746  born  1746. 

Since  the  church  records  prior  to  1760  are  not 
complete,  paper  having  worn  or  crumbled  in  some 
ease-s,  the  names  and  dates  of  baptism  or  confirms- 
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tion  of  the  other  two  children  mentioned  in  will,  a 
son  and  a  daughter,  have  not  been  preserved. 
Martin’s  health  must  have  begun  to  fail  in  1748 
when  he  executed  his  will,  for  the  church  records 
show  that  he  was  buried  April  20,  1740  at  the 
Swamp  church. 

In  1752  or  1756,  a  widow  Keplinger  was  a  taxable 
in  Long  Swamp  Twpt.,  Burks  Co.  and  was,  no  doubt, 
Catharine,  Martin’s  widow  who  was  to  have  use  of 
100  acres  on  Maxitannev. 

The  son  Peter  first  appears  as  a  taxable  in  District 
Twpt.,  Berks  Co.  in  1757,  as  a  single  man.  In  1761 
be  is  married  to  a  Hannah  Luster  at  St.  Michaels 
.and  Zion  Lutheran  church  in  Philadelphia.  In  1767 
he’s  assessed  as  married  man  in  East  District  Twpt., 
and  from  1768  to  1760,  on  20  to  80  acres  and  men¬ 
tioned  as  blacksmith.  About  the  close  of  the  Rev¬ 
olution  he  moved  to  York  County,  Pa.  and  we  find 
liim  assessed  on  147  acres  in  Mauheim  Twpt..  York 
Co.  from  1782  to  1788.  The  record  for  178)1  shows 
eight  persons  in  family.  II is  name  appears  in  cen¬ 
sus  lists  of  1700  and  his  family  then  consists  of 
3  males  over  16  years,  one  under  16  and  two  fe¬ 
males.  In  1700  his  death  occurred  and  he  willed  his 
farm  to  his  three  sons,  Daniel,  born  1778,  (ances¬ 
tors  of  the  Port  Wayne,  Tnd.  families)  Peter  and 
Samuel,  ancestors  of  the  Alliance,  Ohio  and  Prank- 
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1  in.  Pa.  families.  No  other  children  are  mentioned 
in  will. 

Martin’s  son,  John  Adam,  might  have  been 
identical  with  signer  of  new  constitution  of  Swamp 
church  in  1765.  No  other  record  of  this  man  John 
Adam  lias  been  found  and  it  is  probable  that  in 
company  with  his  brother  John  George  and  some 
of  Ids  cousins  or  other  relatives  he  went  into  the 
Shenandoah  Valley  prior  to  the  Revolution  wheat 
a  number  of  Caplingers  and  Keplingers  located  at 
an  early  date,  (see  Ya.  state  lists  It.  T.) 

Jacob  Keplinger,  ancestor  of  the  Tennessee  fam¬ 
ilies  appears  as  landowner  in  Frederick  Co.  Md. 
from  1774  to  1801,  when  he  sold  the  last  of  Mary¬ 
land  lands  and  moved  to  Washington  Co.,  Term 
where  he  died  in  1823.  In  Maryland  census  of  179$ 
his  name  is  spelled  Jacob  Keplingea*. 

John  Adam  appears  in  Frederick  Co.,  Md.  in  1772 
and  name  of  wife  Margretha  and  children  obtained 
from  church  records  there  are  as  follows: 

Magdaline  born  Aug  2,  1779. 

Catharine  born  Aug.  3,  1781. 

Elizabeth  born  Oct,  13,  1783. 

Joseph  born  Sept.  17,  1785. 

Johannes  born  Sept  133  1789. 
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This  Joseph  is  ancestor  of  the  Ohio  and  the  Zanes¬ 
ville,  Ind.  families.  JJoseph  Keplinger  married 
Catharine  Snyder,  Sept  14,  1814.  They  had  eight 
sons  and  two  daughters  viz: 

Elias,  J.acoh,  David,  John  TIenry,  Josiah, 
Abraham,  James  AY.  and  Daniel,  Sarah  and 
Mary. 

Joseph  Keplinger  was  grandfather  of  J.  AAh  Keplin¬ 
ger  of  Zanesville.  Ind.  Adam  Keplinger  ofAVash- 
ington  Co.,  Md.  in  census  of  1790  gave  information 
(no  record  of  children  given)  names  of  children 
furnished  by  J.  AAr.  Keplinger,  Zanesville,  Ind. 
Since  a  Martin  Keplinger  is  found  in  Frederick  Co., 
Aid.  beginning  1765  in  connection  with  Jacob  and 
Adam  he  is  probably  also  their  brother,  the  un¬ 
named  son  of  Martin  (1)  and  born  about  1741. 

A  John  George  Keplinger  (eldest  of  Martin’s 
sons)  died  in  Frederick  Co.,  Md.  in  1765,  leaving  a 
wife,  Eva,  but  no  record  of  children.  1 1  is  estate 

was  administered  bv  his  wife:  no  record  of  distri- 

*  / 

bution  is  found. 

Hans  George  Keplinger,  the  fourth  of  the  emi¬ 
grants,  landed  in  Philadelphia  Oct.  2,  1749  and  soon 
appears  as  a  married  taxpayer  (personal  only)  in 
Amity  or  Oley  Twpt.  Burks  Co.,  in  1752  to  1758. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  John  Keplinger  emi¬ 
grant,  also  was  living  in  Amity  Twpt.  in  1752.  We 
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do  not  know  whether  Hans  George  died  in  Berks 
Co.,  or  whether  lie  moved  to  the  Shenandoah  Valley, 
Ya.  as  did  so  many  other  Germans  just  prior  to  the 
Revolution.  A  George  Keplinger  in  Buckingham 
Co.,  Va.  with  a  large  family  in  State  census  of  1784 
may  have  been  this  man. 

Michael  Keplinger,  brickmaker,  born  1767,  died 
1850,  son  of  a  Pennsylvania  Emigrant  who  moved 
to  Baltimore  at  beginning  of  Revolution  may  have 
been  a  son  of  Hans  George  Keplinger. 

John  George  Keplinger,  possibly  son  of  John 
Martin  Keplinger,  is  known  only  through  records 
of  baptism  of  two  children  at  the<  little  Tulpehoeken 
church  one  and  one  half  miles  east  of  Bermith  Jef¬ 
ferson  Twpt.,  Berks  Co.  (Catharine  Elizabeth  in 
1741.  Paul  Keplinger  Sponsor,  John  Samuel  Kep- 
linger’s  child  in  1741.)  On  May  0,  1748  he  filtered 
150  acres  of  land  in  Philadelphia  Co.  and  in  1780  a 
Paul  Keplinger  (possibly  identical)  entered  50 
acres  in  said  County.  No  other  trace  of  him  has 
been  found.  Possibly  a  brother  of  John  George 
and  Henry  Keplinger,  a  blacksmith,  was  a  taxable 
in  Tulpehoeken  Twpt.,  Berks  Co.,  Pa.  from  1767  to 
1784. 

In  1769.  Berks  County  records  show  deed  from 
Philip  Fream  to  Henry  Keplinger  for  04  acres  in 
Tulpehoeken  Twpt.  andl7S4  lie*  was  taxed  on  100 
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acres,  name  being  spelled  Kueblinger  and  Keplinger 
with  11  persons  in  family. 

Conrad  Keplinger  subscribed  to  a  petition  to  the 
Governor  for  formation  of  Berks  County  out  of  the 
upper  section  of  Philadelphia  and  Lancaster  Coun¬ 
ties.  Evidently  a  son  of  one  of  the  emigrants. 

Philip  Keplinger  was  a  cardwainer  in  AVndsor 
Twpt.  and  a  taxable  then  as  early  as  1756.  The 
Berks  Countv  records  also  mention  his  name  as  a 
soldier  in  2nd  Battalion  Pa.  Regiment.  Ilis  death 
must  have  occurred  about  1760,  for  in  that  year 
letters  of  administration  upon  his  estate  were 
issued  to  his  brother  Lenhart,  but  nothing  further 
is  found,  regarding  settlement  of  the  estate.  No 
hint  of  wife  or  children  appear  except  (possibly) 
the  following  entry  on  the  records  of  the  first  Re¬ 
formed  church  of  Lancaster,  Pa.  “Elizabeth,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Philip  and  Appelonia  Keplinger  born  1757.” 

It  might  be  of  interest  to  note  here  that  a  John 
Jacob  Keplinger  and  John  Daniel  Keplinger  landed 
in  Philadelphia  in  1741).  The  name  does  not  appear 
again  in  Pennsylvania  records,  except  Henry  Kep¬ 
linger  once,  but  in  Mass,  there  was  a  family  of 
which  the  records  show  Christopher  Keplinger  was 
a  Revolutionary  soldier  in  a  Maryland  Regiment  of 
whom  the  following  record  appears. 
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Christian  Keplinger  9  months  private  June 
1,  1778,  German  Regt  at  White  Plain  Sept. 
5,  1778,  discharged  March  22,  1779. 

He  was  a  son  of  George  Keplinger  and  wife  Eva, 
who  died  in  Frederick  Co.  1765.  The  census  lists  of 
1790  for  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  were  fortu¬ 
nately  preserved  complete.  The  two  lists,  however, 
were  destroyed  when  the  British  burned  the  Capi¬ 
tol  in  1814.  Incomplete  records  of  a  Virginia  state 
census  of  1782  and  1784  are  preserved  at  Richmond. 
All  the  Keplingers  named  in  the  1790  census  of 

Pennsvlvania  and  Marvland  are  accounted  for.  viz: 
«  *■ 

Leonard  Keplinger  Roleson  Twpt.  Berks  Co., 
Peter  Keplinger  Roleson  Twpt  Berks  Co., 
Peter  Keplinger  Monheim  Twpt.  Yerks  Co. 
Jacob  Keplinger  Cocalio  Twpt.  Md. 

Jacob  Keplinger  Frederick  Co.  Md. 

Martin  Keplinger  Frederick  Co.  Md. 

Adam  Keplinger  Washington  Co.  Md. 

Jacob  Keplinger  Washington  Co.  Md. 

From  Virginia  State  lists: 

John  Keplinger  7  white  souls  1782. 

Jacob  Keplinger  7  white  souls  1784. 

Adam  Keplinger  3  white  souls  1784. 

George  Keplinger  8  white  souls  1784. 

John  Sr.  Keplinger  3  white  souls  1784. 
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John  Jr.  Keplingor  J  white  souls.  1784. 

Philip  Keplingor  4  white  souls.  1784. 

Jacob  Keplingor  4  white  souls.  1784. 

Christian  Keplingor  10  white  souls.  1784. 

Until  further  information  is  available,  anv  at- 
tempt  to  adjust  the  relationship  of  these  valley 
clansmen  to  each  other  and  to  the  Pennsylvania 

4. 

emigrants  is  a  matter  of  conjecture  only. 

The  hardy  Jacob  is  evidently  the  ancestor  of  t lie 
Crawford  Co.,  Ill.  family  of  Keplingers,  of  whom 
more  will  be  said  hereafter. 

The  Tennessee  branch  of  Keplingers  is  descended 
from  the  emigrant  Martin  through  his  son  Jacob 
who  lived  in  Frederick  Co.,  Md.  Jacob’s  earliest 
recorded  appearance  there  was  in  1774.  Jan.  1st 
the  date  of  baptism  of  his  child  Catharine  in  ihe 
Lutheran  church  at  Frederick  in  1774,  and  May 
14th  the  date,  of  his  purchase  of  166  acres  of  land, 
a  farm  called  “Straw  Barracks  and  Turkey  Range” 
about  ten  miles  west  of  Frederick.  From  this  time 

on  to  1801  the  records  show  many  purchases  and 
sales  of  real  estate  in  that  county  by  Jacob  and  the 
consideration  involved  indicates  increasing  wealth 
and  prosperity.  No  record  has  vet  been  found 
of  his  wife’s  maiden  name,  but  the  family  have  an 
impression  that  it  was  Buzzard.  A  German  family 
of  this  name  lived  at  Double  Pipe  Creek  north  oast 
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of  Frederick  City  before  the  Revolutionary  War 
for  some  50  years.  A  Bussard  (note  spelling)  mar¬ 
ried  a  Keplinger  in  this  County.  Their  daughter, 

Miss  Nancie  Bussard,  now  (1912)  lives  at  Sharps- 
burg,  Md.  and  has  written  the  writer  a  second  let¬ 
ter.  Jacob  Keplingers  second  wife’s  given  name 
Mary  or  Anna  Maria,  (see  church  record)  Their 
known  children  are: 

Catharine  baptized  Jan.  1,  1774. 

Malinda  (or  Mary)  married  Conrad  Keller. 

Susanna  married  Jack  Ilerselles. 

Samuel  born  178],  died  1806,  Feb.  23. 

John  born  Fob.  22,  1783,  baptized  April  9, 
17.83,  married  Elizabeth  Rubel,  1809. 

Jacob  does  not  seem  to  have  any  military  record 
in  the  war  for  Independence,  probably  on  account 
of  his  family  of  small  children.  lie  was  a  miller 
as  well  as  a  farmer  as  is  stated  in  a  letter  by  his 
grandson  Samuel  of  Morgan  Co.,  Ill.  Oct  23,  1874 
to  his  cousin  Peter  Rubel  of  Boston.  Referring  to 
the  Maryland  home,  this  letter  says  it  was  not  far 
from  Harper’s  Ferry  and  T  have  heard  Father  say 
it  was  10  miles  to  Baltimore.  They  (Jacob  and  his 
soul  had  a  mill  on  the  Susquehanna  or  Potomac. 
T  think  the  old  stock  came  from  Cermany.  Then  T 
think  grandfather  Rubel  came  from  Maryland.  Also 
mv  father  (John]  was  a  farmer  in  Tennessee  and 
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had  a  small  oil-mill.  They  made  linseed  and  farmed 

« 

in  this  county  (Til.)  This  Keplinger  mill-site  inMary- 
land  has  not  yet  been  located  and  must  have 
been  on  some  local  stream  in  Middletown  Valley 
or  on  the  Monoacy  and  not  on  the  Potomac,  cer¬ 
tainly  not  the  Susquehanna. 

The  Rubel  family  were  descendants  of  Peter, 
a  German  emigrant  of  17)19  who  settled  in  Cordorus 
Twpt.,  York  Co.,  Pa.  adjoining  Mandliem  Twpt. 

wlidre  Peter  Keplinger,  Jacob’s  brother,  lived. 
One  of  his  sons,  Peter  Rubel  (2)  married  March 
9,  1770  Catharine  Wert,  and  moved  down  to  Hag¬ 
erstown,  Md.  and  later  about  1779  to  Washington 
Co.,  East  Tenn. 


The  home  the  Eubels  lived  in  In  East  Tennessee 
was  evidently  not  built  by  them,  since  the  corner 
stone  in  foundation,  still  standing  when  visited  by 
Samuel  Keplinger  in  1877,  bears  the  date  of  1779. 
No  doubt  the  Eubels  and  Keplingers  were  well 
acquainted  before  their  removal  to  Tennessee. 

Tn  the  spring  of  1801,  Jacob  Keplinger  sold  out 
his  land  in  Maryland  and  also  went  to  Washington 
Co.,  Tenn.  When  in  July  of  same  year  he  purchased 
from  Peter  French  17b  acres  for  +1 171.60  on  the 
north  fork  of  Cherokee  Creek  near  Corbel’s  Mills 
and  about  8  miles  southwest  of  Jonesboro.  This 
land  was  transferred  to  his  son  John  Oct.  23,  1811 
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for  $571.00,  while  at  the  same  time  Jacob  deeded  to- 
his  son  Samuel  300  acres  on  Dry  Creek  and  Molo- 
chucky  River  for  $1375.00.  This  last  tract  has  never 
passed  out  of  the  family,  being  now  (1912)  owned 
and  occupied  bv  Samuel  (2)  who  expects  to  leave 
it  to  his  son,  Martin. 

Jacob’s  religious  inclinations  are  shown  by  his 
gift  of  land,  one  acre  and  40  poles  in  1816  by  deed 
to  the  Lutheran  Church  and  School,  consideration 
being  good  will  and  affection.  This  was  probably 
the  site  of  the  ‘‘Dutch  Meeting  House”  long  since 
burned,  where  Jacob  and  his  familv  were  buried. 
Nearly  every  Lutheran  church  in  those  days  wisely 
connected  a  school  with  the  church  for  the  instruc¬ 
tion  of  her  people  and  Jacob  no  doubt  had  some  ad¬ 
vantage  of  this  kind,  since  the  new  Hanover  Church 
in  Pennsylvania  where  he  was  confirmed  had  a 
famous  record  for  such  schooling. 

His  earlier  deeds  are  signed  (by  Jacob)  in  his 
own  hand-writing,  although  some  of  the  later  ones 
and  his  will  are  signed  by  mark.  TTe  lived  about 
80  years  and  must  have  died  in  latter  part  of  Dec. 

1823,  since  his  will  was  filed  at  Jonesboro,  in  June 

1824. 

His  Avife  Mary  survived  him  many  years  and  is 
remembered  by  Samuel  Keplinger  as  living  in  the 
cabin  in  the  mountains  and  being  extremely  active 
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at  her  advanced  age,  able  to  ride  horseback  across 
the  fields  with  sweet  cakes  for  her  grandchildren. 
The  date  of  her  death  is  thought  by  Mrs.  Hinaker 
to  have  been  in  1876,  since  she  remembers  that 
while  visiting  at  home  of  her  grandfather  John 
Keplinger  when  about  12  years  of  age,  the  letter 
came  announcing  the  death  of  the  great  grand¬ 
mother. 

John  Keplinger.  second  son  of  Jacob  Keplinger, 
born  Feb.  22,  1783,  (Lutheran  church  records  in 
Middletown,  Md.)  (Died  in  Macoupin  Co.,  111.  Aug. 
9,  1838  and  was  buried  in  Pullian  Co.  near  ‘‘Daniel 
Creek.1")  who  was  born  1787.  died  1829,  in  Wash¬ 
ington  Co..  Tenn. 

Klkabeth  Hubei  who  was  the  daughter  of  Peter 
Hubei  who  lues  already  been  mentioned  through  her 
sister’s  marriage. 

The  Keplingers  are  related  to  the  Pituer  and 
Boring  Huberts  families. 

John  Keplinger  was  a  farmer  in  Tennessee.  He 
actually  never  served  in  the  Army,  but  was  enrolled 
as  a  recruit  to  join  Gen.  Jackson's  Army  at  New 
Orleans  in  the  war  of  1812.  The  surrender  and  ter¬ 
mination  of  the  war  released  him  from  military 
duty. 

John  was  not  in  sympathy  with  slavery  and  the 
conditions  it  imposed  and  early  planned  to  move 
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to  a  free  State.  He  owned  one  slave  bought  in  un¬ 
derground,  a  woman  to  assist  his  wife  in  house 
work,  but  she  proved  unruly  and  gave  him  much 
trouble,  since  he  refused  to  whip  her  or  send  her 
to  the  pen  to  be  whipped.  He  finally  returned  her 
do  her  former  owner. 

In  1828  Jojm  sold  part  of  his  land,  packed  up  his 
belongings  and  family  consisting  of  wife  and  ten 
children,  the  oldest  being  Jacob  aged  21  and  Sam¬ 
uel  aged  19,)  in  an  ox-drawn  wagon  and  comes- 
forge  wagon  drawn  by  horses,  and  joined  the  long 
line  of  emigrants  on  the  wilderness  trail  through 
the  Cumberland  Gap  across  Kentucky  and  the  fords 
of  the  Ohio  to  Louisville,  and  so  to  the  Illinois 
country. 

Near  the  fords  of  the  Ohio  one  of  the  boys  re¬ 
membered  that  they  found  Keplingers  that  were 
cousins. 

To  his  house  the  movers  first  came  until  they 
could  secure  homes  of  their  own.  John  soon  pur¬ 
chased,  July  6,  1830,  160  acres  of  land  east  of  Janes¬ 
ville  and  south  of  Arnold  station,  from  John  Rugh 
for  $600.00.  His  wife  and  youngest  children,  how¬ 
ever,  died  in  1829,  unable  to  endure  the  hardships 
of  the  journey  and  a  pioneer’s  life.  In  1832  John 
miarried  Abigal  Harris.  He  died  Aug.  9,  1858. 
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Thus  ends  the  record  of  Maurice  B.  Keplinger  of 
Franklin,  Til.  kindly  sent  for  my  records  by  his 
widow,  March  BO,  1939. 

It  is  to  he  regretted  that  Mr.  Keplinger  did  not 
live  to  complete  his  investigations  of  the  Keplinger 
history,  as  lie  was  so  eminently  fitted  by  disposition 
and  training  to  complete  the  task.  Future  genera¬ 
tions  will  bless  him  for  what  he  has  accomplished. 

Copied  by  permission  of  Mrs.  Marion  Keplinger 
and  family  by  James  'Wesley  Keplinger, 

Zanesville,  Indiana.  April  18.  1939. 
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COPIES  OF  LETTERS 

by 

John  G.  and  Maurice  B.  Keplinger 
To  Miss  Nannie  V.  Bussard,  Sharpsville,  Md, 

Yours  of  the  1 6th  received.  Tn  reply,  I  beg  to 
say  that  t lie  records  of  this  church  go  back  as  far 
as  1779  but  they  are  only  partially  preserved  and 
what  is  still  extant  is  written  in  Latin  and  German. 
However,  T  have  made  a  careful  search  among  the 
oldest  books  for  information  regarding  the  Kep- 
linger  family  and  have  found  the  following: 

Johannes  Keplinger,  son  of  Jacob  and  Marie 
Keplinger,  born  Feb.  22,  1782,  baptised  April 
9,  1788. 

Joseph  Keplinger,  son  of  Adam  and  Mar- 
‘"•etha  TCenlirioror.  born  Sept.  22,  178.),  bap¬ 
tised  Oct.  2d,  178f>. 

Johannas  Keplinger,  son  of  Adam  and  Mar- 
gretha  Keplinger,  born  Sept.  12,  1789,  bap¬ 
tised  Dec.  d,  1789. 

T  trust  the  above  will  be  of  some  use  to  you  in 
making  your  history  of  the  Keplinger  families. 
Marriage  records  were  not  kept  until  a  later  date. 

Very  Cordially 

AVm.  K.  Brown,  Pastor  of  Zion  Evangelical  Luther¬ 
an  Church,  Middletown,  Md. 
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John  G.  Keplinger  to  M.  B.  Keplinger  April  10,  1910 
Dear  Sir : 

Recently  I  wrote  the  Rev.  Stapleton  concerning 
the  items  published  in  Egle’s  notes  relative  to  Mar¬ 
tin  Keplinger’s  burial  in  174!).  In  his  reply  dated 
the  14th  be  wrote: 

“The  baptismal  record  of  the  New  HanoVer 
Lutheran  Church  began  in  1742.  I  only  pub¬ 
lished  a  few  of  the  earliest.  They  were  never 
published  and  are  very  valuable  and  would 
fill  a  volume.  If  you  are  after  your  people 
they  would  be  a  Klondike  to  vou.” 

Following  this  was  another  letter  from  the  Rev. 
G.  AY.  Roth,  Boyerstown,  Pa.  in  answer  to  one  of 
my  letters  in  which  he  states  that 

“The  records  of  the  Swamp  Lutheran  Church 
have  been  translated  and  have  been  recently 
or  will  be  published  in  book  form.  You  can 
get  the  desired  information  from  the  Histori¬ 
cal  Society  of  Philadelphia  and  from  Rev.  J. 
J.  Kline,  Patterson,  Pa.” 

I  immediately  wrote  the  Historical  Society  and  Dr. 
Jordon.  The  librarian  wrote  me  so  that  1  received 
his  reply  Tuesday  morning.  I  quote: 

“Replying  to  your  letter  of  the  23rd  inst., 
I  beg  to  say  that  we  have  no  person  in  our 
employ  to  make  the  research  you  need.  If 
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you  have  any  friends  in  the  citv,  thev  mav 
call  at  the  Library  and  examine  the  records 
without  any  charge  in  your  behalf  or  come 
yourself. 

We  have  records  of  the  Falkner  Swamp 
Lutheran  Church:  Abstracts  of  wills  of 
Philadelphia  Co.,  (before  Montgomery  Co., 
was  formed  in  1784)  Berks  and  Lancaster  Co., 
wills,  etc.  There  is  some  of  your  name*,  Keplin- 
ger,  in  Northampton  County,” 

In  this  same  mail  T  received  the  following  from 
Rev.  Kline  of  Swamp  Lutheran  Church. 

“Your  le'ter  addressed  to  the  sexton  of  the 
Swamp  Lutheran  Church  has  been  handc.l  to 
me  as  custodian  of  the  Church  records. 

Tn  reply  I  desire  to  say  that  your  informa¬ 
tion  concerning  the  Keplinger  families  in  this 
community  is  correct,  according  to  the  church 
records.  T  will  also  state  that  I  have  translated 
a’l  our  Church  records  and  the  same  is  now 
in  the  printers  hands  to  he  published  in  book 
form,  the  same  to  be  compiled  some'ime  dur¬ 
ing  the  year.  Tt  is  alphebeticallv  arranged 

for  readv  reference.  Tf  von  desire  it  T  will 
«  * 

take  your  name  and  forward  you  a  copy  as 
soon  as  published/’ 
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The  foregoing  will  enable  you  to  appreciate  my 
feelings  on  Tuesday.  On  Wednesday  morning  I 
went  to  Philadelphia  and  at  one  time  thought  I  had 
your  ancestry  clear  back  to  1732.  I  suffered  a  tem¬ 
porary  setback  owing  to  incomplete  records,  but  I 
may  be  able  to  overcome  this  as  soon  as  T  hear 
from  the  Rev.  Kline. 

In  the  abstract  of  wills  of  Phila.  Co.  T  found  the 

following  will  of  Martin  Keplinger,  late  of  Me  Calls 

Manor,  Co.  of  Philadelphia.  Signed  Nov.  22,  1748, 

proved  April  27,  1749.  Wife  Catharine;  children, 

John  George  and  five  other  sons  and  one  daughter. 

Executors  Peter  Conradt  and  Mathias  Ilollenback. 

That  was  all  I  could  find  and  as  thev  did  not  have 

• 

the  church  record  as  they  wrote  me,  T  consulted 
Dr.  Jordon.  Tie  suggested  that  T  visit  the  Register 
of  Wills  office  in  the  City  ITnll  as  it  was  impractical 
for  them  to  have  copied  the  entire  will. 

.1  followed  his  advice,  found  the  will,  and  was 
much  disappointed  to  find  that  Martin  Keplinger 
mentioned  only  the  name  of  his  wife  and  oldest 
son,  John  George.  The  will  stated  that  the  wife 
Catharine  was  to  have  the  “liberty  to  live  upon  the 
100  acres  of  woodland  I  bought  near  Maxitannev 
on  a  branch  of  Sacon  Creek,  so  long  until  my  oldest 
son  John  George  bear  the  age  of  21.  It  is  my  will 
that  every  one  of  my  six  sons  within  his  18th  year 
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shall  be  put  to  a  trade,  which  they  choose  to  learn, 
or  at  the  choice  of  the  executor  of  the  above  Mar¬ 
tin  Keplinger.”  We  know  that  George  Keplinger 
died  in  Maryland  in  1765  and  that  Jacob,  Adam 
and  Martin  were  contemporaries  in  the  same  state. 

Had  I  been  able  te  secure  the  names  of  the  six 
sons,  I  feel  sure  that  I  could  now  inform  you  that 
your  ancestor  was  Martin  Keplinger  who  arrived 
in  1732  and  married  in  1733  and  died  in  1749. 

I  looked .  up  the  Administration  and  Orphans’ 
Court  records  but  could  find  no  information.  I 

will  have  to  wait  until  I  hear  from  Kev.  Kline. 

In  Montgomery’s  new  history  of  Berks  Co.  he 
gives  a  list  of  taxables  of  1752  which  he  states  are 
take.n  from  a  recently  found  list.  The  name  Leon- 
>  rd  Keplinger  appears  as  a  taxable  in  AVinsor 
Twpt.  for  that  year.  If  you  w  II  refer  to  the  pencil¬ 
ed  map  I  sent  you,  you  will  note  that  1  had  this  put 

in  Olev  Township. 

lie  mentions  that  John  Keplinger  was  taxed  in 
Long  Swamp  Twpt.  in  the  same  year.  These  facts 
give  rise  to  several  theories:  first,  that  George 
Keplinger  was  the  Hans  George  who  arrived  in 
1749;  second,  that  he  died  between  1752  and  1756. 
and  that  the  widow  Keplinger  who  was  taxed  in 
Long  Swamp  Twpt.  in  1756  was  either  the  widow 
of  George  or  Martin  who  died  in  1748;  third,  that 
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Peter  Keplinger  taxed  as  a  single  man  in  District 
Twpt.  in  1759  and  who  was  married  in  Philadel- 
phia  in  1761  was  either  a  son  of  George  or  one  of 
the  six  sons  of  Martin  Keplinger. 

Johannes  Keplinger  is  a  puzzle  to  me.  First  lie 
arrived  in  17-10.  He  is  taxed  in  Olev  Twpt.,  in  1 752. 
lie  signed  the  Constitution  of  1  lie  Falkner  Swamp 

Lutheran  Church  in  1765  by  proxy.  Second:  John 
George  Keplinger  had  two  children,  Catharine  Eliz¬ 
abeth  and  John  Samuel  born  in  1741  and  1741. 
Are  these  records  of  the  person?  T  am  inclined  to 
the  view  you  take  in  your  letter  of  the  22nd  inst. 

John,  Leonard,  Martin,  Philip  and  Paul  were 
contemporaries. 

Tn  the  index  to  the  third  series  of  the  Pa.  Ar¬ 
chives.  T  found  that  Paul  Keplinger  was  granted 
150  acres  on  March  8,  1742  or  1744.  Tt  was  this 
man  who  acted  as  sponsor  for  Catharine  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  John  George  Keplinger  on  Dec.  7,  1741. 

Tonight  when  I  arrived  home  T  found  a  letter 
awaiting  me  from  the  Kev.  P.  P.  Lineh,  pastor  of 
the  Zion  Lutheran  church  to  which  Leonard  Kep¬ 
linger  subscribed  in  1746.  T  wrote  him  in  hope  of 
getting  the  names  of  children  so  as  to  determine 
whether  or  not  there  might  have  been  another  Leon¬ 
ard  Keplinger  between  the  original  Leonard  and 
Peter  who  was  born  in  1757.  Lev.  Lineh  informs 
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me  that  the  records  are  not  in  his  possession  at 
present  but  that  Mr.  William  Narvine.  P.  0.  Box 
198  Philadelphia,  Pa.  can  furnish  me  with  all  the 
data  concerning  the  Keplinger  familit,-;  which  the 
old  records  contain. 

Last  week  I  received  a  letter  from  the  Blanchard 
Savings  Bank  Belmond,  Iowa,  in  which  he  informs 
me  that  Ed.  Keplinger  of  the  same  firm  of  Keplin- 
ger  and  son,  came  from  Austria  in  1881  and  that 
he  knows  nothing  of  his  ancestry.  TTe  has  two 
brothers  living  at  Hof.  in  Mahern,  Austria,  at  pres¬ 
ent. 

Yesterday  T  called  on  Fred  Keplinger,  a  banker 
living  in  North  Philadelphia.  He  was  born  in 
Baden  where  his  father,  Fred  Keplinger  is  still 
living.  Mr.  Keplinger  knows  of  no  other  lveplin- 
gers  in  Austria.  I  also  called  on  the  widow  of  Ja¬ 
cob  Keplinger.  Among  the  papers  she  allowed  me 
to  examine  T  found  that  Christian  Keplinger,  Ja¬ 
cob’s  father  was  born  in  Oermanv  in  1809  and  en- 
listed  in  the  IT.  R.  Army  in  Baltimore  in  1834.  Chris¬ 
tian’s  one  grandson,  Wm.  Lincoln  Keplinger,  now 
lives  in  Newtown,  a  suburb  of  Philadelphia  and 
his  mother  says  that  he  has  dropped  the  o  and 

one  p  from  his  name. 

The  city  officials  of  Stuttgart  have  written  me 
that  they  cannot  find  the  name  Keplinger  in  their 


174 


0  /;  eiim.iV  XI. aiffr V/  .*  turlt  k'd  ti  *  *i  . 

rT£0  .!•/  •  ,b  f t  q '  »  i  «i 

!;;»]  J  }.••;  •  ■  ■  lii  k  i.  .  <  •  '■  1  *>* 

(•:  1 1  <i  /,  in  •  ;  J '  «i  t»  uni'  •  k  > -i*»r  *<  t«! 

ft  'V  ■  iU'tv''-  ni 

.  ilq  /{  M  to  k  on  'Vi  lii 
-i;  .  -to  'lit  no  M'  ■ 

..J,1  •;*  f  /not  ill* 1  kj.-h  fi  xVi  1  ouin  .  M  oj 

,,  '  -u  n\,.  TO'  ♦  i  ''  lOii  ;  v  r 

■  1  »  .i  / •  .non  oi/i11 

f,ni$  iiitfqM'  ill"  to  k  l|  is  i 

[ous  o  <nf1  l>K|<foi  1  nfl  Ifuh  «*  !‘V  ti'-i 

Mti  .«•  n  v  *>/£,  *  *'  '  1  ’  ■  '  *’  •*’ 

tti  •;nih,  rA  if  ->n  l  loo.  ..  ok  k-i't 


records,  but  enclosed  a  statement  from  an  Evan¬ 
gelical  clergyman  which  is  as  follows:  On  Sunday, 
the  18th  the  office  in  Stuttgart  gave  notice  that 
on  Oct.  16,  1761  Leonhart  Frederick  Koepplinger 
was  married  to  Magdalia  Strehlin  daughter  of 
Kassimer  Strehlin,  organist  of  St.  Leonharts.  This 
man’s  father,  comments  the  clergyman,  was  the 
brother  of  Leonhart  Keplhic'-f  who  arrived  in 
Philadelphia  in  1730.  I  am  sorry  they  cannot  do 
any  better  for  us. 

On  Monday  T  received  a  letter  from  the  Rev. 
E.  L.  Keplinger  of  IToLb-ogv.  Nebraska.  Tie  says 
that  he  and  son  F.  IV.  own  the  First  National  Bank 
of  that  town.  Mr.  Keplinger  is  75  years  of  age  and 
is  one  of  the  ministers  of  that  town  “I  recently 
mentioned  in  one  of  my  letters,”  Mr.  Keplinger 
writes,  that  his  father  John  was  born  in  Chester  Co., 
Pa.,  moved  to  "Wayne  Co.,  Ohio,  and  from  there  to 
Kosceoska  Co.,  Tnd. 

This  morning  T  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  J.  W. 
Keplinger,  Zanesville,  Tnd.  from  which  I  quote: 

“The  family  of  which  myself  Charles  O.  Kep¬ 
linger  and  D.  W.  Keplinger  are  members  are 
from  the  Ohio  branch.  Our  grandfather 
Joseph  Keplinger  was  born  in  Washington 
Co.,  Md.  and  emigrated  from  Martinsburg, 
Berkley  Co.,  Va.  to  Tuscarawas  Co.  Ohio,  near 
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Canal  Dover,  early  in  the  1 8t li  century  (1832). 
lie  had  8  sons  as  follows:  Elias,  Jacob,  David, 
John  Henry,  Josiali,  Abraham,  Janies  W.  and 
Daniel.  Elias  came  to  Lagrange  Co.,  Indiana. 
Jacob  was  my  father,  and  remained  in 
Tuscarawas  Co.  Ohio.  Abraham  and  Daniel 
came  to  Zanesville,  Tnd.  and  James  W.  went  to 
Kansas. 

The  Branch  in  Crawford  Co.  111.  of  which 
you  speak  evidently  are  relatives  of  ours  be¬ 
cause  of  a  marked  resemblance  to  my  father 
and  his  brothers. 

However,  those  in  Fort  Wayne,  we  cannot 

trace  any  relation  to,  although  I  think  they 

came  from  the  Penn,  branch  of  the  family. 

% 

It  seems  that  the  Keplingers  are  legion  and  that 
the  family  is  far  from  dving  out. 

I  am  somewhat  disappointed  with  my  trip  to 
Philadelphia,  Pa.  But  I  am  also  elated  with  the 
fact  that  we  know  that  Martin  Keplinger  had  six 
•sons  and  that  it  may  be  possible  that  Bev.  Kline 
will  give  their  names. 

With  kindest  regards  to  yourself  and  family, 

I  am  Yours  Very  Truly, 

John  H.  Keplinger. 
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Letter  from  Harry  A.  Keplinger,  Fort  Wayne.  Ind. 
Se])t.  5,  DOS  to  M.  B.  Keplinger. 

Dear  Sir: 

Kepl.ving  to  vour  favor  of  recent  date  will  say: 
hat  my  knowledge  of  the  early  history  of  the  Kep¬ 
linger  family  is  rather  limited  but  am  quite  anxious 
to  gather  all  the  information  possible. 

Mv  father  was  horn  near  Canton,  Ohio.  His 
father  came  from  Pennsylvania.  My  father's  name 
was  Jacob  A.,  his  father’s  name  was  Daniel  L.  Kep¬ 
linger. 

Tt  must  be  7f>  years  ago  that  Daniel  left  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

1  think  our  people  originally  came  from  Holland. 
If  you  can  give  me  any  information  regarding 
the  branch  of  our  family,  same  will  be  greatly 
appreciated. 

Very  Truly  Yours, 

II. A. Keplinger,  724  Kinsmore  St.,  Fort  Wayne,  Tnd. 

From  Mr.  M.  B.  Keplinger  to  John.  0.  Keplinger 
May  16,  1900. 

Dear  Sir : 

Your  welcome  letters  of  April  18  and  May  1st 
were  duly  received  and  proved  very  interesting  to 
me.  Some  of  the  information  being  entirely  new 
and  some  verifying  some  data  that  was  already 
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in  my  possession.  The  variations  in  spelling  Cap- 
linger,  Kiblinger,  Kipplinger  and  Kublinger  are 
familiar  to  me.  The  last  two  are  not.  Although 
they  also  may  prove  new  forma.  Since  the  letters 
of  the  most  educated  men  of  a  century  and  a  half 
ago  are  full  of  orthographical  blunders  it  is  not 
surprising  that  there  should  be  confusion  in  spell¬ 
ing  a  difficult  German  surname  by  ordinary  clerks. 
The  most  recently  arrived  (eircum  1850)  branch 
of  the  family  of  whom  T  have  knowledge  spell  the 
name  Keplinger.  Just  a  few  days  ago  1  wrote  this 
family  for  more  complete  information.  T  am  told 
that  tliev  have  relations  in  Germanv,  some  o*  whom 
ai  e  reported  to  be  quite  wealthy.  Tf  I  can  secure 
their  names  and  addresses,  1  may  correspond  with 
them  •‘evading  the  histov  of  the  "amilv  over  there. 

Iu  1M0  while  a  college  boy  I  was  in  lleidelburg, 
but  having  at  that  time  no  particular  interest  in 
the  matUr  did  not  attempt  anv  •vsearch.  Sou  o 
years  later  I  knew  a  young  German,  well  educated 
(who  claimed  to  be  a  nobleman  meog.)  who  insis¬ 
ted  that  he  personally  knew  some  young  men  named 
Keplinger  in  the  German  Army,  who  came  from  the 


old  1?  hellish  1  *  a  1  a  1  unite  or  Gnler  Pfaiz  between  t!m 
Necker  and  the  Maine.  Some  day  1  hope  to  return 
to  that  region  and  make  a  leisurely  investigation. 


The  family  above  referred 
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locate  more  exactly  the  town  or  village  where  the 
KepKngers  originally  lived.  In  the  meantime, 
however,  it  is  mv  ambition  to  work  out;  the  relation- 
ship  of  the  family  branches  here  witli  the  original 
emigrants  and  to  each  other.  This  may  prove  a 
long  and  tedious  task,  or  we  may  happen  at  any 
time  upon  records  clearing  up  the  whole  situation. 

Until  von  have  examined  that  other  volume  I Y 

t 

of  the  Pennsylvania  Archives  containing  marriages 
and  baptisms  between  1734  and  1784,  it  will  be 
hazardous  to  form  an  opinion  upon  the  data  we 
have.  It  had  been  my  belief  that  the  two  Peters 
were  father  and  son.  but  your  finding  date  of  the 
thler  Peter’s  marriage  in  1761  disposes  of  that  as 
we  know  that  the  younger  Peter  was  born  in  1757. 
Uncle  and  Nephew  is  the  more  plausable  relation¬ 
ship  or  possibly  cousins. 

The  Jacob  (1)  Keplinger  who  was  ancestor  of  the 
Virginia  Keplingers  (this  family  spelled  the  name 
Caplinger  for  many  years')  is  said  to  have  been 
an  emigrant  born  1728  or  1730,  who  moved  from 
Pennsylvania  to  Pendleton  Co.,  Ya.  (now  West  \  aA 
and  to  have  died  there  aged  10.)  years.  Ti  this  bo 
true,  he  must  have  come  over  as  a  child  under  16 
years  of  age.  II is  son  Oeorge  oldest,  John,  Andrew, 
Jacob,  Adam  and  Solomon.  And  the  family  claim 
that  six  of  his  sons  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
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War  and  that  all  lived  to  come  home.  I  have  been 
unable  to  verify  this  claim  from  any  source  or  re¬ 
cord  outside  that  family  record  and  have  some 
doubt  as  to  its  accuracy. 

This  Jacob  is  also  said  to  have  had  two  brothers 
in  Maryland,  one  a  jeweler.  Our  Baltimore  John 
Keplinger  wrote  me  that  he  had  heard  of  a  Kep¬ 
linger  in  Baltimore  who  was  a  jeweler  but  did  not 
state  the  date. 

The  Jacob  (2)  Keplinger  (ancestor  of  my  family 
on  the  Tennessee,  line)  is  also  said  to  have  been  born 
in  Pennsylvania  between  1730  and  1750,  and  to  have 
married  there  or  in  Maryland  to  a  Miss  Buzzard, 
or  Bussard.  That  he  lived  in  Frederick  Co.,  Md. 
and  moved  to  Washington  Co,  East  Tenn.  between 
1785  and  1790. 

We  have  record  onlv  of  two  sons  of  this  Jacob, 
John  and  Samuel,  born  in  1782  and  1783.  Tradition 
says  that  he  owned  a  farm  and  mill  in  Maryland. 
We  know  that  he  was  a  farmer  and  miller  in  Tenn¬ 
essee  and  deeded  his  farm  in  1811  to  his  son  Samuel. 

There  is  a  remote  possibility  that  these  two  Ja¬ 
cobs  may  prove  to  be  the  same  man.  We  know 
Jacob  (2)  died  and  is  buried  in  Tennessee.  Tf  it 
can  be  proven  that  Jacob  (2)  died  in  Virginia  as 
claimed,  there  must  be  two  different  men,  probably 
cousins. 
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The  Baltimore  Keplinger  savs  that  Michael  had  a 
brother  Jacob  who  went  to  Ohio.  lie  thought  lie 
might  be  one  of  the  same  men.  The  land  records 
of  Frederick  Co.,  Md.  show  the  name.;  of  Ja¬ 
cob,  Martin  and  Adam  Keplinger  but  I  have  not 
been  able  to  secure  the  dates  or  the  Township,  al 
though  T  have  written  for  same.  The  Court  Re 
cords  there  also  show  Administration  upon  the 
estate  of  George  Keplinger  in  1749.  There  was  also 
a  David  Keplinger  contemporary.  Father  of  John, 
Jacob,  Samuel  and  David  of  Virginia  who  is  re¬ 
ported  from  Frederick  Co.,  Md. 

If  you  at  any  time  have  access  to  Maryland  and 
Virginia  records  particularly  baptisms,  marriages 
and  war  records,  T  would  be  obliged  if  you  would 
search  for  Keplinger  references  which  might  throw 
some  light  on  above  names. 

Now  in  reference  to  your  family  (John  G\s)  in 
which  you  are  naturally  interested,  I  find  today  in 
my  notes  on  Peter  Keplinger  (younger)  the  follow¬ 
ing  from  records  from  the  Register’s  office  of  Berks 
County. 

Will  of  Peter  Keplinger,  Brecknock  Twpt.  dated 
Nov.  11,  1811.  Leaves  all  property  both  real  and 
personal  to  his  wife  for  her  lifetime.  At  her  death 
to  be  equally  divided  between  his  four  children, 
Jacob,  Margretha,  Barbara  and  Elizabeth.  Appoints 
son-in-law  Conrad  Harts  as  executor.  Will  proved 


18S 


r  uf  1*3.1  hK  J.ulJ  ve>  i i  '■*  o.  ’’I  i 

•  ,  ,  i  *t  1  >  •!  •  *  •  >  \  "  •••'*  ’ 

*.-for  »  f>rw  •  .  JP 

.  ; f , , , i  f  it  •  ,<>’  >  A  "*•  i>M  i  '• 

[  tiM  -i"i,  •;  1  n;  '<*'«•, t/.  ,doo 

!  'R  t  :  •  /  d  ;  ■  '  1 

|j  ■ '  /i<>i .  .  1 t  n\ b/\  v.  t>d  »*»•  f  *vi  dt  -1  o 

1  ' .7  i.-i  *i  -  it  ■  '  "  *«  1  ‘ 

to  lit  hi  i*  'orifi*;; >  ,<  )*>/i  l* 

;!  imf>4vT*i  to‘7  ooi  iorj 

■ 

*  ^  ;nt  iii;-  U\  i  :nlf  t*  |  *'  •  «  *•'  '  »«  'l-  • 

1 1  'ht  in  i  **iil  '/i'  r  ■  »*i  Vli  •  ' '«! 

1  li  007  d'lillW 

>  ,V  .  •  no  .  *i  ?  ' :  n. 

ytauoD 

( j | ]  •/,  *io/i  A  /iRiit*/  ‘»d  tot  •;/  i •'  t 

>  :jno(|<  /.  .iff*  !5\ita  r<  u>  r.’it  Hi.M  .iwtto  u  :  /ooaW 
1,-ivo'.  il  //  /u*hr  •  7,*\  t  'r  t'Hil  ’  I  'it  •  >  v  -<  i-  on 

n  t 


Dec.  30,  1830.  Letters  issued  to  Jacob  K.  Adams. 
It  would  appear  that  this  would  be  the  younger 
Peter,  your  ancestor,  and  that  he  died  when  your 
grandfather  was  about  10  or  15  years  old  and  that 
his  son.  your  great  grandfather  Jacob,  administered 
upon  the  estate. 

Now  in  my  notes  upon  Leonard  Keplinger,  I  find 
that  he  appears  in  Berks  Co.  in  1776  in  Cumru  Twpt. 
and  in  1760  he  administered  the  estate  of  Philip 
Keplinger  (a  card-wainer),  the  record  stating  that 
Leonard  and  the  oldest  brother  of  Philip  in  1807  or 
1809.  There  was  a  Leonard  Keplinger  who  owned 
land  in  both  Cuma  and  Brecknock  Twpts.  which 
adjoin  each  other.  This  can  hardly  be  the  original 
Leonard  who  came  over  in  1730  (though  it  is  not 
impossible,  the  Iveplingers  being  a  long  lived  peo¬ 
ple)  and  is  no  doubt  his  son  and  a  brother  of  the 
vounger  Peter  who  is  shown  by  will  above,  lived 
in  Brecknock  Twpt. 

If  you  could  visit  the  old  Allegheny  church  in 
that  Twpt.,  I  expect  you  could  find  that  Peter  was 
buried  there.  Tt  would  also  appear  from  such  data 
as  1  now  possess,  which  of  course  may  be  changed 
by  our  later  investigations,  that  Leonard  was  the 
oldest  son  of  a  number  of  brothers  and  probably 
the  only  one  of  them  who  was  old  enough  to  quali¬ 
fy  in  1730.  Possibly  Johannas  was  the  father  and 
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Leonard,  John  Martin,  John  George,  Paul,  Philip, 
Henry  and  Peter  (1)  were  his  sons,  some  born  in 
Germany  and  perhaps  some  in  Pennsylvania.  We 
may  hope  that  something  may  yet  be  found  to  clear 
this  matter  up. 

You  speak  of  finding  record  of  burial  of  Martin 
Kcplinger  in  Egles  notes  for  181)8  pg.  192  and  1 98 
date  April  1746  or  1749.  Does  this  record  state 
where?  Or  give  age?  Some  Keplingers  lived  in 
Eastern  part  of  Berks  Co.  for  we  find  Gorge  Kep- 
linger  in  Amity  Twpt.  17.16  to  1768  (possibly  the 
John  George,  father  of  Catharine  and  Elizabeth) 
and  a  widow  Kcplinger  in  Long  Swamp  Twpt.  in 
1716. 

Regarding  the  names  of  Keplingers  of  whom  you 
enquire,  Frank  Kcplinger  of  Alliance,  Ohio,  fails 
to  reply  to  my  letters.  Mrs.  Binaker  has  correspon¬ 
ded  with  the  New  Orleans  Keplingers.  Lewis  Kep- 
linger  of  Kansas  City  is  an  uncle  of  mine.  The  Phil¬ 
adelphia  and  Washington  Keplingers  are  not 
known  to  me,  and  T  would  be  obliged  if  you  would 
investigate  their  family  records  for  me  and  report 
what  you  learn.  It  is  likelv  thev  are  branches  we 
are  investigating,  but  I  would  be  glad  to  place 
them  properly  and  it  is  always  possible  we  may 
find  something  new. 

T  remain  yours  sincerely, 

Maurice  B.  Kcplinger. 
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John  G.  Keplinger  to  M.  B.  Keplinger,  May  1,  1909. 
Dear  Sir: 

T  am  enclosing  herewith  all  the  data  concerning 
the  Keplingers  I  have  been  able  to  find  in  Lenox 
and  Astor  Libraries  in  this  city.  AAV  have  not  yet 
concluded  our  research  and  hope  that  al  an  early 
date  we  can  be  able  to  secure  information  that  will 
enable  us  to  determine  the  descendants  of  the  var¬ 
ious  brothers  or  cousins. 

Air.  John  P>.  Keplinger  of  Baltimore,  Aid.  had  an 
idea  that  the  Keplingers'  were  descended  from 
Hessians  brought  over  by  England.  I  think  we  can 
feel  certain  that  our  ancestors  came  over  at  least 

50  rears  before  the  Kevolutionarv  War.  In  this 
«.  • 

month’s  issue  of  Mr.  Hubbard’s  little  Journal,  he 

throws  an  interesting  sidelight  on  the  deal  made 

by  England  with  these  land  of  Hesse-Cast  I  e. 

This  gives  a  possible  clue  to  the  intellectual 

standing  of  the  people’s  idea  whence  we  came. 

Yours  Very  Truly, 

John  fr.  Keplinger. 

Report  from  the  records  of  John  G.  Keplinger  to 
M.  B.  KeoPnger,  May  J,  1909. 

Dear  Sir: 

On  Aug.  2,  1700,  Palatines  with  their  families  of 
200  persons  imported  in  the  ship  “Thistle’  of  Glas¬ 
gow,  Colen  Dunlap  master  from  Rotterdam  landed 
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iii  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Among  these  persons  were 
Leonard  Koeplinger  and  Johannes  Koeplinger. 

On  Sept.  22,  1732  Palatines  consisting  of  112 
males  over  16  years  of  age,  98  females  over  16  and 
85  under,  in  all  330  persons  imported  in  the  ship 
“Johnson”  of  London,  Dav>(d  Crocked  master  from 
Rotterdam.  Among  these  persons  was  Martin  Kep- 
linger.  On  Oct.  2,  17)9  foreigners  numbering  290 
persons  from  Serbia,  Wertenberg,  and  Darmstardt 
were  landed  in  Philadelphia  by  the  “Jacob”  Adolph 
De-Grove  captain  from  Amsterdam.  Among  these 
persons  was  Hans  George  Keplinger.  Johannes  and 
Martin  Keplinger  evidently  settled  in  Berks  Co.,  Pa. 
for  on  June  12,  1733  John  Martin  was  married 
(by  Rev.  John  Casper  Stover)  to  Catharine  Schnei¬ 
der  of  Hanover,  Pa.  On  July  23,  1733  Johannes 
Keplinger  stood  sponsor  for  Daniel,  one  of  Johan¬ 
nes  (Jungs  negro  children)  while  was  baptised  by 
Rev.  Stover  at  Quintapahilla.  On  Dec.  7,  1741  Cath¬ 
arine  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  George  Keplin¬ 
ger,  was  baptised  and  had  as  sponsors  Paul  Keplin¬ 
ger  and  Catharine  Umbelhagen.  On  Oct.  9,  1743 
John  Samuel,  another  child  of  John  George  Kep¬ 
linger,  was  baptised  and  had  as  sponsors  John 
Samuel  Philbert  and  wife  Susanna  of  the  little 
Tulpehocken  Church,  also  known  as  Christs 
Church,  located  one  and  one  half  miles  south  of 
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Bernsville,  Jeffersonville  Twpt.,  Berks  Co.,  Pa.  with 
no  date  given.  We  find  that  at  the  Hill  church  in 
Berks  Co.,  Pa.  George  Reidnaur  born  Dee.  24,  1718 
married  Elizabeth  Keplinger  and  lived  on  the  Con- 
gestiek  (Coneeoeheagne)  a  stream  flowing  into  the 
Potomac  River  near  Willamsport  in  Western  Mary¬ 
land.  r n  May  1765  the  charge  of  which  the  New 
ITanover  Lutheran  Church,  (Falkner  Swamp,  Mont¬ 
gomery  Co.,  Pa.  formed  a  part)  adopted  a  new 
constitution.  This  was  written  in  full  in  a  book 
and  the  members  personally  signed  the  same.  Some 
signed  by  mark  while  the  signatures  of  others  are 
utterly  undecipherable.  A  few  show  a  fine  and  cul¬ 
tured  hand.  Those  signed  by  proxy  are  marked  X. 
Among  these  we  find  Johannes  X  Keplinger. 

Johannes  Keplinger  Joes  not  appear  to  hav<> 
been  a  landowner  and  the  above  is  all  we  have 
been  able  to  learn  of  him.  As  yet  we  are  not  cer¬ 
tain  whether  John  Martin  Keplinger  and  John 
George  Keplinger  are  the  same. 

We  have  no  idea  as  to  the  relationship  of  Paul 
Keplinger.  On  March  8,  1743  we  find  that  he  took 
a  warranty  for  150  acres  of  land  in  Philadelphia 
Co.  and  on  July  12,  1750  a  Paul  Keplinger,  possibly 
the  same  person,  took  out  a  warranty  for  50  acres 
of  land  in  the  same  Co. 

Leonard  Keplinger  qualified  on  Aug.  20,  1730,  bn*: 
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was  not  naturalized  until  Sept.  22,  1766.  This  took 
place  in  Philadelphia.  His  address  then  (1766) 
was  Cuma  Twpt.  Berks  Co.,  Pa. 

In  1736  Leonard  Keplinger  took  out  a  warranty 
of  land  amounting  to  2-10  acres  in  Lancaster  Co. 
Date  March  16,  1736.  In  1751  he  took  out  a  warran¬ 
ty  of  land  amounting  to  50  acres  in  Philadelphia 
Co.  Date  of  survey  April  4,  1751.  AVe  lose  trace  of 
him  until  1767.  Under  heading  “Provincial  Papers,” 
being  Ihe  proprietary  and  state  tax  lists  of  the 
County  Berks,  Cuma  Twpt.  for  the  years  1767.  1768, 
1769.  1780,  1781,  1784,  and  1785  we  find  I  eonard 
Keplinger  viz*. 

Acres.  Horses  Cattle  Tax 

1767-1 00a,  2  2  2 

1780- 5  a,  1  2  2-12-6 

1781 - 5a,  1  1  9-9 

1784  number  of  persons  4, 

1785  Amount  of  tax  2-6 

\ 

Leonard  Keplinger  evidently  had  two  children, 
but  so  far  we  have  been  unable  to  locate  them.  The 
only  trace  we  can  find  of  Martin  Keplinger  is  in 
Egles  notes  and  queries  of  1898  pg.  192  where  is 
recorded  Ihe  burial  of  Martin  Keplinger  in  paren¬ 
thesis  on  April  22,  1749.  Thus  we  have  not  been 
able  to  locate  ITans  George  Keplinger  after  his 
arrival  in  Philadelphia. 
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There  is  no  doubt  about  there  being  two  Peter 
Keplingers.  On  April  14,  1761  one  Peter  Keplinger 
was  married  to  Hannah  Poster  (Oyster  in  license 
book(  at  St.  Michaels  Zion  Lutheran  Church  in 
Philadelphia. 

In  1768  Peter  Keplinger,  blacksmith,  is  assessed 
on  80  acres  of  land.  In  1778,  according  to  the  Prov¬ 
incial  papers  under  the  hearings  of  Warrants  of 
land  in  the  several  counties  of  the  state  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  there  appears  one  Peter  Keplinger  who  took 
out  80  acres  of  land,  Dec.  30,  1773.  In  the  register 
of  property  for  1779  we  find:  Peter  Keplinger 
80  acres.  Then  a  lapse  until  1782,  when  we  find 
Peter  Keplinger  assessed  on  140  acres. 

It  is  evident  that  this  Peter  Keplinger  married 
in  1761  is  the  same  person  who  later  moved  to  York 
Co.,  Tenn.  From  the  following  we  conclude  that  he 
had  six  children.  In  1898  Vol.  of  Fgles  notes  and 
queries  we  find  recorded  an  inscription  on  a  tomb¬ 
stone  in  the  Lutheran  Church  yard  at  York  Springs, 
Adams  Co.,  Pa.  as  follows.  Samuel  Keplinger  died 
March  1858  aged  80  years. 

In  the  same  series  but  in  Vol.  I  we  find  that 
George  Keplinger  born  1790  died  April  6,  1858  is 
buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Union  Deposit,  Dauphin 
Co.,  Pa.  The  proximity  of  these  places  to  York 
and  the  dates  lead  me  to  think  that  these  men  were 
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sons  of  Peter  Keplinger,  the  blacksmith,  who  I 
think  emigrated  to  York  Co.  or  to  Berks  Co. 

I  have  latelv  received  a  letter  from  my  father  in 
which  he  stated  that  his  grandfather  Jacob  Kep- 
linger  was  born  1781  and  that  he  was  12  vears  old 
when  his  father  Peter  died.  That  would  make 
Peter’s  death  occur  in  1793  when  he  was  but  36 
years  old.  Jacob  Keplinger  moved  to  Millersville, 
Lancaster  Co.,  Pa.  about  1813  where  he  died  at  the 
age  of  83. 

There  were  two  men,  Bernard  Keplinger  Sr.  and 
Jr.  whom  1  have  not  quite  yet  been  able  to  place. 
Pennsylvania  Archives  (1  failed  to  note  the  vol.) 
page  283  we  find  that  on  March  16,  1792  Bernard 
Keplinger  had  surveyed  150  acres  of  land  in  Berks 
Co.,  Pa.  Same  page  but  on  Oct.  1,  1792  we  find 
again  Bernard  Keplinger,  150  acres.  Date  of  sur¬ 
vey  Oct.  1,  1792.  In  the  18th  Yol.  of  the  Maryland 
Archives  we  find  the  following: 

Christian  Keplinger,  (see  page  222  to  267  and 
324,  page  222)  German  Regiment,  Christian 
Keplinger,  time  9  months,  no  date  of  enlist¬ 
ment.  Discharged  March  1779.  Frederick  Co. 
Md.  Date  when  passed  June  1  1778. 

This  is  all  the  information  we  have  been  able 
thus  far  to  obtain  of  the  Keplinger  ancestry. 
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AATe  have  gone  over  tlu*  two  volumes  of  Pennsvl- 
rania  marriages  and  licenses  issued  before  1790 
and  found  in  Kgles  notes. 

The  records  mentioned  above  were  taken  mostly 

c 

from  elnircli  records  in  and  around  Philadelphia. 

In  reading  the  purpose  of  series  G  of  the  Penn, 
s.vlvania  Archives,  1  found  recently  that  vol.  A1" FT  is 
devoted  to  marriages,  ba])tisms  and  marriage  li¬ 
cense  issued  between  1784  and  1884. 

AYhile  in  Baltimore  T  visited  the  grave  of  Michael 
Keplinger  who  died  Feb.  20,  18.70  aged  88  years. 
This  is  the  Michael  referred  to  in  your  letter  and 
who  was  the  grandfather  of  John  AY.  Keplinger, 
now  of. Baltimore  and  is  88  years  old. 

Respectfully  Yours, 

John  G.  Keplinger. 

From  AT.  B.  to  John  G.  Keplinger,  April  10,  1910. 
Dear  Sir : 

I  was  delighted  to  receive  your  Ftter  dated 
March  20  and  April  14  and  to  note  some  of  the 
difficulties  as  being  eliminated. 

In  vour  letter  of  March  20th  you  express  a  doubt 
of  the  identity  of  the  Keplinger  and  Caplinger  fam¬ 
ilies  based  on  your  general  correspondence,  but 

vour  second  letter  shows  that  the  name  was  :ncor- 
• 

rectlv  written  Caplinger  on  the  records  in  the  case 
of  all  three  of  the  first  emigrants  to  Pennsylvania. 
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This  exactly  corresponds  with  my  notes  showing 
changes  of  spelling  on  landing  in  America.  The 
Crawford  Co.,  Ill.  family  spelled  the  name  Caplin- 
ger  for  many  years  and  a  letter  in  my  possession 
from  one  of  this  family  states  that  the  name  was 
written  down  Caplinger  by  a  lawyer  at  the  time  of 
landing  of  Jacob.  They  have  since  restored  th 3 
spelling  to  Keplinger  which  they  say  was  the  or¬ 
iginal  and  correct  form.  This  Jacob  Caplinger  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  the  ancestor  of  all  the  Caplingers  [ 
have  yet  located  and  is  the  same  Jacob  mentioned 
in  your  letter  as  ancestor  of  Mr.  Thomas  Keplinger 
of  El  Dorado,  Kansas.  However  the  latter’s  father, 
Henry  Keplinger  who  died  in  1908,  informed  me 
that  the  original  Jacob’s  sons  were:  George,  John, 
Adam,  Andrew,  Samuel  and  Solomon.  George 
had  sons,  Adam  and  George  and  this  last  Adam  was 
Mr.  Thomas  Keplinger’s  grandfather. 

The  Crossville,  Ill.  family  of  Caplingers  are  des¬ 
cended  from  a  Jacob  who  was  born  in  1773  in  Phil¬ 
adelphia.  It  seems  likely  that  this  is  the  second 
Jacob  of  the  above  Caplinger  line.  Mr.  S.  L.  Kep¬ 
linger  has  not  replied  to  my  letter  requesting  fur¬ 
ther  information. 

Some  time  ago  T  wrote  to  Mr.  James  Keplinger 
of  Landis,  Ill.  but  his  reply  brought  no  information. 

In  view  of  the  above,  it  does  not  seem  probable 
that  a  search  of  the  Philadelphia  Co.  and  City 
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records  between  1730  and  1775  might  assist 
materially. 

In  reply  to  your  enquery  would  say  that  the 
Dwight  Ill.  family  claim  to  have  always  spelled 
the  name  Keplinger,  both  here  and  in  Germany 
and  came  to  this  country  in  1832.  Says  his  ances¬ 
tors  were  blacksmiths  and  his  great-grandfather, 
born  about  1760,  was  life  guard  of  a  Mark  Graf. 
He  does  not  know  given  name  of  his  Grand  or  Great 
Grandfather. 

My  record  of  “Widow  “Keplinger  Long  Swamp 
Twpt.  1756  was  taken  from  list  of  taxable  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Berks  Co.  bv  Mrs  Lewis  Richards  of  Read- 
ing  Penn.  Of  course  it  is  possible  that  Keplinger 
and  Kepler  have  been  confused. 

Do  you  think  it  possible  that  there  were  3 
Leonards  instead  of  2,  and  that  emigrant  of  1730 
was  father  of  vour  ancestor  Peter?  This  view  would 
make  Johannes  and  John  George  identical  and  ac¬ 
count  for  Philip  and  also  the  term  of  years  between 
landing  of  first  Leonard  in  1730  and  the  birth  of 
Peter  in  1757.  There  are  a  number  of  facts  which 
make  this  theory  plausible  at  the  present  time. 

Do  you  have  anything  which  would  render  it 
untenable.  ? 

With  kindest  regards  to  you  and  family. 

I  beg  to  be  very  Truly 

M.  B.  Keplinger. 
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From  M.  B.  to  John  G.  Keplinger,  May  10,  1910. 
Dear  Sir: 

Your  recent  letters  of  April  16  and  29  giving 
the  results  of  your  investigation  at  Philadelphia 
and  the  Rev.  Klines  discoveries  in  the  Swamp 
Church  records  have  afforded  me  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure  and  satisfaction.  This  information  clears 
up  my  own  ancestry  very  materially,  and  I  wish  you 
to  accept  my  hearty  thanks.  1  only  regret  our  kin¬ 
ship  is  not  nearer. 

There  is  quite  a  lot  of  data  that  harmonizes  with 
and  confirms  this  new  information. 

1  The  appearance  together  in  Frederick  Co. 
Md.  of  the  three  sons  of  Martin  Keplinger,  George, 
Jacob  and  Adam. 

2  Jacob  named  his  oldest  daughter  Catharine 
which  was  her  mother’s  name,  and 

']  Our  familv  have  been  clearly  associated  with 
•  « 

the  Ruhels,  having  moved  to  Tenn.  about  the  sanu 
time  and  intermarried.  The  Ruhels  lived  near  Peter 
Keplinger  of  York  Co.  Pa.  who  is  evidently  a  son 
of  Martin  and  brother  of  Jacob. 

I  note  that  one  of  Martin's  sons  is  not  accounted 
for  in  the  list  given  by  Rev.  Kline.  Tie  may  prove 
to  be  that  Martin  Keplinger  of  Frederick  Co.  Md. 
who  married  Elizabeth  Walling  about  1765  and  was 
contemporaneous  with  Jacob  and  Adam.  You  statr 
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that  Rev.  Kline  made  a  rough  survey  of  the  records,, 
find  it  m^y  be  that  the  missing  son  will  yet  be 
found. 

In  rlie  second  generation  of  Keplingers  there  re¬ 
mains  to  be  accounted  for  David  of  Md.,  Jacob  of 
Va.,  and  Michael,  father  of  Samuel.  It  would  seem 

probable  that  these  also  were-  brothers  and  sons  of 
John  Keplinger,  1st,  Because  Jacob  had  two  broth¬ 
ers  in  Md.,  2nd,  Because  Michael  had  a  cousin  Sam¬ 
uel  and  David  a  son  Samuel  who  must  be  ancestors 
of  the  New  Orleans  family. 

The  “Widow”  Keplinger.  taxable  of  Long  Swamp 
Twpt.  in  1756,  is  most  probably  the  widow  of  Mar¬ 
tin  Keplinger  whose  will  mentions  tract  near 
Maxatannev  for  use  of  his  wife.  However  she 
might  have  been  the  mother  of  Leonard,  Martin, 
Paul  and  Philip,  coming  over  with  a  large  family 
of  boys  some  of  age  and  some  under  age. 

A  third  theory  would  be  that  the  first  John  was 
father  of  all  the  other  men  in  the  first  generation  of 
Keplingers  and  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age.  Do  you 
know  where  I  could  obtain  the  names  and  addresses 
of  the  custodians  of  the  different  church  records  of 
Berks  and  Montgomery  Co’s.?  Some  of  these  un¬ 
translated  records  would  no  doubt  assist  in  getting 
these  relationships  untangled.  I  shall  write  to  Rev. 
Kline  for  a  copy  of  the  Swamp  Church  records 
which  you  mentioned  as  in  course  of  publication. 
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By  tli e  way,  T  have  an  entry  of  the  New  Hanover 
Lutheran  Church  of  Falkner  Swamp.  Are  these 
Churches  identical'/  I  do  not  seem  to  have  a  clear 
idea  of  their  identity. 

David  of  Aid.  had  a  son  Joseph  who  moved  west 
and  is  likely  the  ancestor  of  the  Zanesville,  hid. 

family  of  whom  you  wrote  me.  If  David  and  t1  e 
Ya.  Jacob  were  brothers,  it  might  account  for  the 
descendants  mentioned  by  J.  AV.  Keplinger  of 
Zanesville,  hid.  "Westmoreland  Co.  Yd.  (should  be 
Washington)  which  he  mentioned  and  gives  as  the 
place  of  the  birth  of  his  grandfather  Joseph  must 
be  a  mistake  unless  the  name  of  county  has  been 
changed. 

Lev.  Brown  of  Middletown  writes  me  that  h’s 
church  duties  thus  far  prevented  him  from  taking 
rip  the  search  of  church  records  at  Frederick  for 

'me.  But  he  expects  to  do  so  soon  and  l  hope  for 
■something  interesting  from  that  source.  T  am  also 
anxious  to  hear  what  Mr.  Nervine  of  Philadelphia 
may  have  for  us  from  Zion  church  records. 

Hoping  to  hear  from  you  as  you  may  find  leisure 

T  remain  Very  Truly. 

M.  B.  Keplinger. 
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From  John  G.  to  M.  B.  Keplinger  March  20,  1910.. 


Dear  Sir*. 

Since  receiving  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  the- 
following  letter  from  a  city  official  in  Stuttgart  iu 
reference  to  the  meaning  of  the  name  Keplinger, 
(here  follows  two  paragraphs  in  German  which  I 
cannot  copy)  (J.  W.  K.). 

I  am  also  corresponding  with  John  George  Kep¬ 
linger,  Firth  Bayern,  to  learn  the  cost  of  a  Nurem¬ 
berg  Geneologist  as  well  as  what  his  own  personal 
investigations  will  cost.  Answering  your  questions,. 
I  am  unable  as  yet  to  dispose  of  the  difficulty  pre¬ 
sented  by  Philip  Keplinger,  I  am  eager  to  make  a 
trip  to  Berks  Co.  to  follow  up  the  various  places  of 
residence  of  the  Keplingers  and  after  that  we  may 
be  able  to  arrive  at  some  definite  conclusions. 

The  problem  of  the  Keplinger  or  Kublinger  or 
Keblinger  in  the  Northampton  part  of  Berks  Co.  is- 
a  greater  difficulty  to  me  and  I  will  not  be  satisfied 
until  1  find  where  the  descendants  are  located.  At 
present  I  am  inclined  to  think  they  are  your 
ancestors.  I  have  no  reason  for  thinking  so  but  the 
coincidence  of  the  marriage  of  one  Miss  Keplinger- 
to  a  Ridenour  and  their  subsequent  removal  to  the 
vicinity  Hagerstown,  Md.  impresses  me  as  a  likely 
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clue.  Mrs.  Keplinger  will  visit  t lie  Lenox  Library 
in  the  near  future  to  see-  what  she  can  find  con¬ 
cerning  the  Pa.  Regiment  and  if  there  is  any  record 
there. 

The  New  Orleans  family  it  is  said  E.  F.  Keplinger 
of  that  city  to  be  descended  from  a  Samuel  Kep- 
linger  tliought  to  have  been  born  in  Reading,  Pa. 
about  1806.  1  could  not  lind  any  record  of  his,  on 

mv  visit  to  that  citv. 


Since  T  have  received  the  letter  from  the  two 
persons  in  Germany,  T  have  had  no  doubts  as  to  the 
identity  of  the  Keplinger  and  Oaplinger  families. 
Mr.  -John  George  Keplinger  of  Perth  wrote  me  as 
follows : 


‘Tp  to  the  present  I  have  learned  that  the 
name  of  your  ancestors  was  spelled  tin*  same 
as  mine  and  all  men  of  that  name  came  from 
the  same  place,  as  they  will  not  be  found 
anywhere  else  in  Germany.” 

Mr.  Keplinger  signs  his  name  Koepplinger. 

The  other  letter  I  received  from  Dentlein  is  from 
Earnest  Keplinger.  This  gentleman  mistakes  me,  [ 
think,  for  the  DwigRt  HI.  Keplinger.  I  will  ascertain 
how  this  family  spelled  their  name  in  Germany. 
Pntil  wo  can  definitely  decide  upon  the  question 
as  to  whether  or  not  these  two  are  distinct  families. 
T  think  our  records  of  the  Philadelphia  records 
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would  be  of  little  advantage  and  might  confuse  us. 

I  am  inclined  to  the  belief  that  Berks  Co.  holds 
the  secret  of  our  ancestors  and  that  the  Keplingers 
who  lived  in  the  northwestern  section  of  it  are 

Ihe  ones  to  investigate.  I’d  like  to  have  your 
opinion  of  this. 

I  recently  located  a  Mrs.  A.  E.  Keplinger  in  Jack¬ 
sonville,  La.  and  a  postoffice  Caplingers  Mills  in 
Ceder  Co.  Mo.  According  to  “Dun”  the  hamlet  has  a 
population  of  50.  It  is  very  kind  of  the  minister 
in  Frederick  to  look  up  the  records  in  that  Co.  for 
you  and  I  trust  he  will  find  clues  that  will  enable 
you  to  make  connections  with  your  earlier  ancestors. 

Very  Truly  Yours. 

John  G.  Keplinger 

From  John  G  to  M.  B.  Keplinger  July  23,  1909 
Dear  Sir : 

The  morning  after  I  wrote  you  recently,  I  learn¬ 
ed  of  the  owners  of  the  “Old  Mill”  property  in 
Berks  Co.  Pa.  Accordingly  I  wrote  the  Messrs.  Fish¬ 
er  Bros,  and  have  received  a  reply  which  T  cpiote: 

“In  answer  to  your  letter  in  regard  to  the 
family  history  of  the  Keplingers  must  say  that 

mv  information  is  rather  scantv.  Practicallv 
*»  •>  % 
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the  only  information  that  1  have  I  got  from  an 
article  on  the  Schumaker  family  written  by 
Mrs.  Charles  (Schumaker)  Mohr  of  414  Wash¬ 
ington  St.,  Reading,  Ra.  The  article  appears  in 
the  Dee.  number  of  the  Ra.  (ierman  (1908b 
The  statement  is  to  the  effect  that  Charles 
Schumaker  Sr.,  was  born  in  Cermantown  in 
47.45  and  died  in  Shoemakerville  in  1820.  Ib* 
married  Maria  Kepner,  daughter  of  Benedict 
Kepner,  a  miller  of  Berne  Twpt.  (now  Berne 
Station)  Owner  of  a  mill.  Tannery  and  loO 
acres  of  land. 

Mr.  Montgomery  is  compiling  a  second  his¬ 
tory  of  Berks  County  to  be  printed  in  two 
volumes  in  the  near  future. 

Probably  lie  could  give  you  some  information 
since  lie  lias  a  corps  of  assistants  looking  up 
family  histories,  tomb-stone  and  Church 
records,  legal  documents,  etc.  If  you  can 
find  anything  more  definite  in  regard  to  the 

‘Old  Mill’  1  would  be  very  pleased  to  have 
it.  The  building  still  stands  much  as  it  was 
when  first  built  as  far  as  the  walls  are  con¬ 
cerned.  We  have  installed  a  roller  mill  which 
of  course  greatly  changed  the  inside.  Walls 
have  been  covered  with  cement.” 

OOJ 
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Yesterday  [  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  A.  L.  Kep- 
jiuger  of  Mountain  drove,  Mo.  AI r.  Keplinger  is  a. 
brother  of  Mr.  Fred  Keplinger,  Washington,  D.C. 
He  says  my  fattier  was  John  Henry,  son  of  Jacob, 
son  of  John  Keplinger.  That  is  as  far  back  as  l  know 
the  names,  but  think  that  my  great  grandfather's 
name  was  Peter.  Grandfather  was  born  i n  Pa.  and 
lived  there  until  at  least  lie  was  of  school  age,  before 
the  family  moved  to  Washington  Co.  Tenn.  T  was 
never  in  Pa.  where  he  was  born  but  suppose  it  was 
in  Franklin  Co.,  for  his  mother  was  a  Pubel,  a 
granddaughter  of  Peter  Pubel  who  with  his 
brother  John  came  to  America  in  1767  and  settled 
in  Pa.  Grandfather  moved  from  there  to  Hagers¬ 
town,  Md..  from  there  to  Tenn.,  thence  to  111.,  thence 
to  Towa,  thence  to  Kansas  where  he  died  in  1870. 
Grandfather  had  three  brothers.  Peter,  Samuel  and 
John  moved  to  Til.,  settling  in  Morgan  and  Mac- 
nipin  Co’s,  where  many  of  their  descendants  still 
live. 

This  morning  T  received  a  letter  from  Mrs.  S.  L. 
Keplinger,  Crossville,  Til. 

“Your  letter  of  onquery  at  hand.  Tn  reply 
can  say  that  l  can  give  you  but  little  informa¬ 
tion  at  this  time,  but  in  the  near  future  can 
give  you  the  desired  information.  Will  have 
to  read  the  family  record.  My  great  grand- 
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father  whs  Jacob  Keplinger.  lie  came  to  this 
Co.  in  an  early  day.  My  grandfather  was 
Samuel  Caplinger,  the  name  haying  been 
changed  for  some  cause  unknown  to  me.  My 
father  was  William  Caplinger.  I  am  the  father 
of  F.  E.  Caplinger  to  whom  yon  addressed 
your  letter.  T  am  answering  for  him  as  he 
knows  but  little  of  the  family  history.  My 
grandfather  settled  at  Marrion,  Williamson 
Co.,  Til.  and  all  the  older  ones  are  dead  years 
ago.  1  will  look  up  the  old  original  record  and 
let  you  hear  from  me  later  on.” 

My  great  grandfather  came  from  Germany,  landing 
in  New  York  in  a  very  early  day  and  then  came 
Avest.  T  haye  never  heard  of  any  people  by  that 
name  outside  of  the  immediate  family. 

This  morning  I  received  the  folloiving  letter  from 
oohnC.  Keplinger  of  Toledo,  Ohio. 

“Your  letter  of  the  21st  at  hand  and  am  sur¬ 
prised  that  you  will  trace  our  name  down.  T  am 
a  German,  born  the  25  th  of  Now  1875.  inKadolS“ 
berg,  Bayern.  My  father’s  brother  is  in  or  has 

been  in  Dootlein.  Bayern,  either  a  musician 
or  .a  farmer  as  T  heard  him  speak  of  it.  M\' 
father’s  name  is  kenhart.  I  still  ha\re  a 

brother  living  in  Forth  Bayern.  Another  here 
at  189  East  Delaware*  Ave.  spells  his  name 
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Kepplinger  (John),  him  trying:  to  suit  the 
Ameriean  language.  Our  name  in  Germany 
is  Koeppl inger,  emigrated  in  July  1892  from 
Forth  Bayern.  There  is  also  a  Charles  Kep- 
linger  in  this  town.  I  tried  before  to  meet  him. 
Once  1  received  some  of  li is  mail  by  mistake, 
that  is  how  I  learned  of  him.  Will  trace  him 
if  you  say  so. 

Around  my  birthplace  you  will  find  all  kind 
of  Koepplingers.  My  brother  George  now 
works  in  the  Court  house  there.  My  cousin  is 
chief  of  Colire” 

Trusting  the  above  may  prove  interesting  T  am. 

Yours  Very  Trul  v. 

John  G.  Keplinger 

From  John  G.  to  M.  B.  Keplinger  April  10,  1910. 
Dear  Sir: 

In  my  first  type-written  letter  I  wrote  you  that 
on  June  12,  1722,  Martin  Keplinger  was  married 

to  Catharine  Schneider  by  the  Rev.  John  Casper 
Stover  and  on  the  second  page  of  the  same  letter 
that  as  vet  we  are  not  certain  whether  John 

i 

Martin  and  John  George  Keplinger  are  the  same. 
My  researches  at  the  library  enable  me  to  state  that 
these  men  are  not  identical  because  the  man  whom 
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the  Rev.  Stover  married  in  1733  is  the  Caplinger 
who  married  in  Phila.  in  1732.  In  Pa.  Archives  as 
well  as  in  Rupps  30,000  names  of  German  emigrants 
the  name  is  spelled  Martin  Caplinger  with  an 
asteriek  to  indicate  that  the  name  was  written  by 
a  clerk.  In  Yol.  3  page  454  of  Pa.  Colonial  Records 
the  name  is  again  as  I  tans  Martin  Keplinger.  This 
clears  up  one  point.  T  looked  up  the  names  of 
Leonard  and  Johannes  Keplinger  in  the  colonial  re¬ 
cord  and  find  in  the  same  Yol.  pg.  385  the  name  is 
spelled  as  follows:  Leonard  Keplinger  and  Jobs 
Kopplinger.  Rupps  30, COO  names  gives  the  spelling 
as  follows:  Leonhart  Kopplinger,  Johannes  Kep- 
plinger.  The  Pennsylvania  Archives  as  follows: 
Leonard’  Caplinger,  Johannes  Caplinger.  Ilans 
George  Kcolinger’s  name  was  spelled  Keplinger  n 
Rupps  30,000  names  as  well  as  in  the  Archives.  Thd 
Colonial  record  did  not  go  to  as  far  as  174!). 

Jn  the  same  letter  I  stated  that  there  were  two 
men,  Bernard  Keplinger  Sr.  and  Jr.,  whom  I  am  not 
quite  able  to  place.  I  feel  satisfied  from  my  search 
of  the  Phila.  City  and  county  tax  lists  for  the  years 
176!),  1774  and  1779  that  the  names  should  be  Kep- 
oer.  A  Martin  Keplinger  in  the  index  of  the 
Archives.  I  find  there  also  a  Kepner. 

The  above  tax  lists  do  not  contain  the  name  Cap 
linger  or  Keplinger  for  the  year  mentioned.  In 
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1 1 k*  1’;).  Archives  did  series  Yol.  14,  in  an  effort  to 
trace  the  K ult] infers  in  the  northwestern  part  of 
Perks  t'o.  1  looked  up  the  Herman  emigrants  who 
moved  into  Schoharrie  Co.,  New  York,  in  the  early 
half  of  the  18th  century  from  that  place.  A  large 
number  of  dissatisfied  ones  came  down  the  Susque¬ 
hanna  and  settled  on  the  bank's  of  the  Tulpehoek- 
en.  A  close  search  failed  to  reveal  any  Keplingers 
among  them.  For  the  present  I  feel  that  I  have 
looked  into  everything  available  at  the  Lenox  Li¬ 
brary  and  will  be  obliged  to  look  elsewhere  for  fur- 
t her  information. 

Til  El  Dorado,  Kansas,  1  located  Messrs,  Iveplin- 
g\*v  &  Son  and  wrote  them  recently.  All*.  Thomas 
Keplinger  very  promptly  replied  and  informs  me 
that  his  great  grandfather’s  name  was  Jacob,  and 
that  he  lived  in  Pendleton  Co.  Va.  Jacob’s  son 
Adam  (Thomas’  grandfather)  moved  to  Crawford 
Co.,  Ill.  in  1829.  Adam  had  five  sons:  Adam, 
Oeorge,  Silas,  Noah  and  Henry.  Adam’s  grandfather 
died  in  Crawford  Co.,  III.  at  the  home  of  TTenrv. 
his  youngest  son,  in  1S59.  Adam  the  son  crossed 
to  California  and  was  never  heard  from. 

In  all  my  researches  I  have  been  unable  to  find 
the  “Widow”  Keplinger  you  once  wrote  me  about 
as  living  in  Perks  Co.  In  your  next  letter  will  you 
give  me  your  authority  for  this  record.  In  the 
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Philadelphia  City  and  Co.  records  as  given  in  the 
tax  lists  1  find  the  name  Widow  Kepler,  but  no  men¬ 
tion  of  a  Widow  Keplinger  there  in  Berks  Co. 

1  have  been  trying  to  learn  more  of  the  Conrad 
Caplinger  who  was  interested  in  the  formation  of 

Berks  Co.  So  far  1  cannot  find  any  further  trace 

« 

of  him.  The  nearest  I  can  find  is  the  record  of 
the  arrival  of  Conrad  Keplinger  ini 728. 

Yours  Very  Truly. 

John  G.  Keplinger. 

From  M.  E.  To  John  G.  Kc> '-linger,  July  12,  1309. 
Dear  Sir : 

Your  letter  of  the  9th  from  Alliance,  Ohio 
just  received  and  am  glad  that  you  have  investi¬ 
gated  this  family  as  they  have  failed  to  reply  to 
my  letters.  The  Fort  Wayne,  Tnd.  Keplingers  wrote 
me  he  was  descended  from  Daniel  L.  Keplinger, 
who  came  from  Pennsylvania  to  Ohio  about  75  years 
ago. 

Now  T  have  learned  that  the  York  Co.,  Peter 
died  in  1790  leaving  a  will  in  which  he  divided  his 
farm  to  his  three  sons,  Daniel,  Peter  and  Samuel. 
No  other  children  named.  It  looks  as  if  both  the 
Ohio  families  might  be  descended  from  the  York 
Co.  Peter. 

T  trust  you  will  pardon  my  tardy  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  your  other  letters  which  must  have  cost 
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vou  a  great  deal  of  labor  and  trouble.  I  assure  vou 
that  my  interest  lias  not  lessened  and  that  T  fully 
appreciate  your  great  kindness  and  assistance. 

Xu  doubt  the  old  church  and  cemetery  records 
will  give  us  additional  information  and  1  wish 
1  had  a  list  of  the  names,  location  and  date  of  or¬ 
ganization  of  the  Lutheran  and  Reformed  churches 
of  the  counties  where  we  have  found  traces  of  tin1 
Keplingers.  Do  you  know  where  such  a > list,  could 
be  obtained  and  which  of  them  have  not  yet  had 
their  records  published"? 

I  cannot  understand  why  the  census  of  1790 
should  not  have  given  the  Kcplinger  names  in  Penn 
sylvauia  other  than  Leonard  and  the  two  Peters, 
as  well  as  in  Marvland.  Mv  notes  show  a  number 
of  other  names  there  at  that  date,  it  may  be  that 
the  others  are  listed  under  some  of  the  variations 
we  have  found  such  as  Kiblinger,  (.’aplinger,  etc. 
Did  you  also  look  for  names  in  the  lists  of  1800  and 
bow  did  the  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  lists  es¬ 
cape  destruction?  I  had  supposed  them  all  destroy¬ 
ed  and  never  made  any  effort  to  investigate  them. 

The  Fred  Kcplinger  of  Washington  is  evidently 
my  cousin,  our  grandfathers  being  brothers.  IT*' 
does  not  appear  to  have  any  information,  but  when 
1  find  time  1  will  write  him. 
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Oil  the  first  of  the  month  I  received  my  great 
grandfather’s  old  German  Bible  'which  had  been 
out  ot‘  the  family  since  his  death  ol  years  ago  and 
which  contains  ]  1  is  family  birth  records  in  both 
English  and  German  written  in  li is  own  hand.  Last 
fall  1  obtained  his  brother’s  German  Bible  from 
Tenn  ssee.  Bn'  while  T  prize  them  most  highly, 
these  records  do  not  throw  any  light  upon  their 
father  Jacob.  I  wonder  if  it  is  possible  to  learn 
something  more  about  these  Keplingers  of  whom 
you  wrote  as  having  improved  the  old  mill  site  on 
the  Schuylkill  river  prior  to  1SOO  in  the  northern 
part  of  Berks  Co.  Since  our  Jacob  and  both  his 

sons  were  millers,  your  discovery  looks  like  a  prom¬ 
ising  clue.  The  president  of  this  Pennsylvania 
Historical  Society  wrote  me  personally  of  a  family 
of  Keplingers  who  lived  near  Nazareth  in  North¬ 
ampton  Co.,  Pa.  Also  I  heard  the  other  day  that 
there  were  some  of  the  same  name  in  Lehiah  Co. 

The  Dwight  Til.  Keplinger  writes  that  he  has  a 
cousin  in  Germany,  Konrad  Keplinger,  Peutlein, 
North  Franklin  Bayern. 

Verv  Trnlv  Yours, 

1\T.  B.  Keplinger. 
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From.  John  G.  To  M.  B.  EepPnger,  July  6,  1900. 

Dear  Sir: 

Last  Sunday  Father  and  I  visited  the  ole; 
haney  Church  in  Brecknock  Twpt.,  Berks  Co.,  Pa. 

ddie  sexton  of  the  church  very  kindly  allowed  me 
to  examine  any  records,  but  I  was  utterly  unable 
to  decipher  anything  in  the  first  book,  the  entries 
of  which  bewail  in  1776. 

Tii e  entries  in  the  second  book  were  in  English 
and  began  in  LS07.  After  going  over  the  church  re¬ 
cords  T  examined  every  tomb-stone  in  the  grave¬ 
yard,  but  was  disappointed  as  T  found  no  Keplin- 
gers  buried  there.  On  my  way  home  to  Lancaster 
we  stopped  at  Brownsville  and  called  upon  Mrs. 
Frank  Harple.  She  strikingly  resembled  my  Aunt 
Harriet  (Keplinger)  Man,  and  it  developed  that  she 
is  first  cousin  of  my  father.  Her  father  was  George 
Keplinger,  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Susanna  (ITartz) 
Keplinger  and  was  born  Oct.  4,  1808.  Airs.  Harple 
does  not  have  any  records  other  than  those  in  her 
family  Bible  and  her  Father’s  baptismal  certificate. 
She  did  not  know  that  her  grandfather’s  name  was 
Peter. 

Fpon  going  to  New  York  T  went  to  the  Lenox 
Library  to  examine  Yol.  YT  of  series  VI  of  tlm 
Pennsylvania  Archives.  The  book  was  a  disappoint¬ 
ment  as  the  greater  part  of  the  records  were 
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those  of  the  Reformed  church  at  Egypt,  Pa.  Fol¬ 
lowing  these  records  were  the  baptismal  and  mar¬ 
riage  records  of  the  Rev.  Waldschmidt  dating  from 
17.72  to  1786.  The  Rev.  Waldschmidt  was  pastor  of 
the  Reformed  Church  in  Cacalia  (Swamp)  Mode 
Creek,  Wersenehenland,  Lancaster  Co.,  Pa. 

The  following  are  the  Koplinger  records:  Magda- 
line  Koplinger,  daughter  of  Peter  and  wife,  born 
Dec.  29,  1787,  baptised  April  19,  1786.  Sponsors 
Mathias  Frey  and  wife  and  Peter’s  sister.  The  anoth¬ 
er  died  eight  days  after  the  child  was  born.  Bar¬ 
bara  Koplinger,  daughter  of  Peter  and  wife  Chris¬ 
tina,  born  Dec.  29,  1785,  baptised  June  26,  1786. 
Jacob  Koplinger  and  wife  Eva.  Sponsors  Leonharr. 
Koplinger  and  wife  Magdalina  stood  sponsors  on 
March  20,  1782  for  Magdalina,  daughter  of  George 
and  Susanna,  Fredesling. 

In  Berks  Co.  historv  I  found  the  following  item  in 
connection  with  a  description  of  Shartlesville  Upper 
BcV’ne  Twpt.  near  the  Srlmvlkill  whore  there  was 
a  mill  improved  before  1800  by  the  Keplinger  fam¬ 
ily.  This  is  now  operate.!  hv  the  Fishm  Bros.  T 
fully  expected  to  find  the  Alleghany  and  other 
church  records,  hut  ir  seems  ihey  have  not  been 
collected. 

Verv  Tnil v  Yours, 

John  G.  Keplinger. 
P.S.  1  looked  up  today  July  19.  1909  Frank  Keplin- 
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gcr  Alliance,  Ohio.  1 1  i  s  grandfather  Samuel  Kep- 
linger  was  a  native  of  Adams  Co.,  Pa.  and  came  to 
Stark  Co.,  Ohio  in  1823.  He  founded  the  Hotel,  (Al¬ 
liance  Ohio)  was  a  son  of  Samuel  Keplinger.  The 
Keplinger  at  Franklin,  Pa.  is  a  brother  of  Frank 
K  op  linger. 


Verv  Trul v 
«,  » 

T.iO.  Or.  K. 

From  John  G.  To  M.  B.  Yeplingsr,  May  10,  1909. 
Dear  Sir: 

Your  letter  of  May  8th  is  received  and  very 

much  appreciated.  I  am  repaid  for  the  researches 

that  Mrs.  Keplinger  and  1  have  been  making  and 

I  trust  we  may  find  more  records  at  an  early  date 

which  will  clear  up  the  matter  for  us. 

Referring  to  the  variations  in  the  spelling  of  our 

name,  1  found  in  Vol.  18  pg.  70  of  the  Pennsylvania 

blacksmith,  was  taxed  on  JO  acres  of  land;  for  1708 

Yol.  18  pg.  IGo  in  the  same  Co.  etc.  Ilenry  Kublin- 

ger  was  taxed  on  JO  acres  of  land.  This  record  you 

will  find  on  page  4  of  my  letter  of  May  1st. 

Last  Saturday  afternoon  1  found  in  Yol.  18  pg. 

10.7  of  the  third  series  of  the  Pennsvl vania  Archives 

* 

that  in  the  same  county,  township  etc.  for  the  year 
1784  Henry  Kublinger  was  taxed  as  follows:  100 
acres,  3  horses,  4  cattle,  7  sheep,  11  persons  in  fam¬ 
ily. 


246 


>!  .  :*<>-•  :  i !  ;  •  “j  lOlft/ri  •  •  in  .  .  ;  .<k  »  *>MH  " 

Mfff.o  r  n  . ,f 

.  t>  "1 '  '  !  :  .  If  •  ■ 

'#311  I 

>1  0  .IH& 

I  <)  if;  i,  '  f »  I  #*VW  •*  »•>!,!  :«l  1  ,m 

f  ‘-iit  <  II  ' 

'  •  '  K  '  ■  '  ( 

r  ..!«  /  .i  life  ;  . . .  vul-*'  . 1 

..imwf'  fii'/j  v;  To  n*  >  i •"•|i  *  lo  r.Ot 

’it  f<:  mir'f'Kj  (  \  tl  ’  />!  1  •>  ••III!  ,f  • 


lieferring  to  the  -Jacob  (1)  Keplinger  on  page 
one  of  vour  letter  of  the  1  St h  inst.  I  find  th 
Jolm  AY.  Keplinger  of  Baltimore  told  me  that  hi- 
grandfather  .Michael  had  a  cousin,  a  jeweler,  who 
lived  in  Baltimore  about  1830.  Mr.  Keplinger  sai  l 
that  Samuel  s  son  moved  10  New  Orleans,  i  have 
written  Air.  Fred  Keplinger  of  Washington,  D.  C. 
and  ([note  herewith  from  him. 

“i  cannot  give  you  much  information  con¬ 
cerning  my  ancestors,  I  will  send  your  letter 
to  my  brother  who  has  paid  more  attention  to 
family  history  than  I  have.  My  father  John 
IT.  Keplinger  and  his  father  Jacob  Keplinger 
came  from  Tenn.  Washington  Co.,  near  Jones¬ 
boro.  I  can  also  romrvnber  having  heard  that. 
Keplingers  came  to  Tenn.  from  Fa.  and  that 
they  were  Fennsylvania  Dutch,  but  1  cannoi- 
remember  ever  having  heard  when,  or  the 
names  of  my  father’s  folks  back  of  my  great 
grandfather  whose  name  T  think  was  John. 
Grandfather  had  two  or  three  brothers,  one 
named  Feter,  I  think  one  named  John.  They 
settled  in  Til.  A  son  of  one  of  them  is  now  in 
Kansas  City,  Kansas.  His  name  is  Lewis  Kep- 
linger.  1  think  there  are  still  some  Kepi  Vigors 
in  Tenn.  It  looks  as  if  Air.  Keplinger  belongs 
to  your  branch  of  the  family. 
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From  a  "Washington  directory,  I  noted  that  a 
Keplinger  is  an  Assistant  Examiner  in  t lie  Patent 
office. 

"While  in  Baltimore  Mr.  John  B.  Keplinger  Esq., 
son  of  John  W.  told  me  of  Kepi  infers  living  in 
Washington  Co.,  Aid.,  others  near  Charlestown,  W. 
Va.,  and  of  Michael  J.  and  Charles  A.  of  Baltimore. 
1  will  endeavor  to  get  in  touch  with  these  persons. 

We  noted  the  Maryland  Archives  at  the  Lenox 
Library  and  All’s.  Keplinger  has  offered  to  search 
them  and  secure,  whatever  information  she  can. 

Your  note  concerning  the  younger  Peter  Kep- 
linger  is  especially  interesting  and  puzzling  to  me. 
as  T  always  understood  my  father  to  say  that  Peter 
was  past  12  years  of  age,  when  Jacob  was  born 
in  1781.  From  all  accounts  that  1  have,  Jacob  Kep¬ 
linger  did  not  have  any  brothers.  T  note  that 
Peter  Keplinger  appoint'd  Conrad  ITartz.  his  son- 
in-law,  to  he  executor.  Peter’s  grandson  John  (my 
grandfather)  married  a  Miss  Ilartz.  I  will  ask 
father  what  he  knows  about  this.  There  was  anoth¬ 
er  Jacob  Keplinger  living  in  Berks  Co.  during  the 
devolution. 

On  Saturdav  afternoon  we  found  the  following 
in  Vol.  J,  series  5,  Pennsylvania  Archives.  Saul  Ely, 
Light  Cavalry  in  1781  on  an  expedition  to  Newtown, 
Berks  Co.  On  page  28.7  Jacob  Keplinger  private 
18  days  service.  It  may  be  possible  that  this  is  the 
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Jacob  from  whom  Mrs.  Frank  Ilarple  of  Barns- 
villo  traces  tier  descent.  I’ll  ask  her. 

You  state  that  in  1807  and  1809  there  was  a 
Leonard  Keplinger  who  owned  Iland  in  Cnmru 
Twpt.  and  Brecknock  Twpt.  in  Berks  Co.  This  can 
hardly  be  the  original  Leonard.  I  am  inclined  to 
think  he  is  the  person  referred  to  in  the  records. 
I  found  Saturday  afternoon  in  Yol.  J  page  05  series 
6  of  the  Pennsylvania  Archives  as  follows:  A  class 
roll  of  Captain  Weidneis  Co.  of  A pril  and  May 
ITS"),  number  ->  of  the.  first  battalion  of  Berks  Co. 
commanded  by  Col.  Lutz.  Jacob  Keplinger  2nd  class. 

In  notes  and  (pieries  Mrs.  Keplinger  found  the 
following:  The  child  of  Peter  and  Christina  Kil- 
linger  was  John  Michael,  bom  July  1,  17<SJ,  bap¬ 
tized  July  0,  17GJ.  Sponsors  Andrew  and  Elizabeth 
Kil linger.  These  coincidences  of  the  interchange 
ability  of  Killinger  and  Keplinger  as  well  as  the 
fact  that  Peter  Keplinger’s  wife’s  name  was  Chris¬ 
tina.  and  that  Peter  Killiuger's  wife’s  name  was  the 
same,  causes  me  to  think  that  possibly  they  were  the 
same  persons.  T  will  note  the  locality  on  my  next 
visit  to  the  libravv. 

This  i escareh  is  affording  me  a  lot  of  pleasure 
and  T  thank  you  very  much  for  your  kindness. 
Hoping  you  are  getting  as  much  or  more  out  of  it 

I  remain  Yours  Very  Truly,  John.  O.  Keplinger. 

J26  Orange  St.,  Lancaster,  Fa. 
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Prom  John  G.  To  M.  B.  Keplinger,  Aug'.  15,  1909. 
Dear  Sir: 

Yesterday  1  had  the  pleasure  of  a  visit  from  Mr. 
dishy  E.  Keplinger  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  formerly 
of  New  Orleans.  Mr.  Keplinger  met  your  Uncle 
Lewis  and  exchanged  family  data  with  him. 

Unfortunately  M1*  fi  E.  Keplinger,  as  well  as 
brother  and  aunt  in  New  Orleans,  do  not  know  any 
of  their  ancestors  farther  back  than  Samuel  the 
great  grandfather  of  M*-  dishy  Keplinger  who 
was  horn  in  Beadin'*.  Pa.  about  1S06.  The  grand- 

i. 

father  Keplinger ’s  given  name  is  unknown,  lie  is 
said  to  have  invented  a  comb  making  machine.  I 
have  written  Mr.  Fred  Keplinger  in  Washington  to 
see  if  he  can  find  anything  in  the  Patent  office  re¬ 
cords  concerning  the  invention,  and  name  of  in¬ 
ventor.  I  enjoyed  Mr.  Keplinger’s  v  isit  very  much 
and  reciprocated  the  desire  expressed  in  your  re¬ 
cent  letter  that  we  may  some  day  meet  each  other. 

Recently  I  wrote  to  several  Keplingers  in  Le- 
h ill  and  Northamton  Counties  to  learn  if  any  Kep¬ 
lingers  were  living  there.  All  replied  to  my  letters, 
the  answers  of  which  follow: 

Mr.  George  IT.  Keplinger,  Allentown,  Pa.  writes: 
“1  know  of  no  Keplingers  in  our  whole  section  and 
1  think  you  were  misinformed.” 

Mr.  Charles  E.  Keplinger,  Castasanqua,  Pa. 
writes:  <kDo  not  know  of  any  person  by  the  name 
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of  Keplinger.  I  have  looked  up  the  Castasanqua 
and  Allentown  directories  and  could  not  find  any 
such  names.  The  first  chance  T  get  T  will  look 
through  the  Rural  district  and  if  T  find  any  such 
names  T  will  send  them  to  your  address.  I  en¬ 
quired  at  the  Post  Office  but  they  do  not  know 
any  such  names.” 

Mr;  T.  A.  Keplinger,  Northampton,  Pa.  writes: 
“In  reply  will  say  T  do  not  know  of  any  Keplingers 
in  this  neighborhood,  although  a  good  manv  peo¬ 
ple  call  me  hv  that  name.  If  you  wish  any  informa¬ 
tion  about  our  ancestors  let  me  know  and  \  will 
gladly  help  you  out.” 

Mr.  Keplinger,  Nazareth,  did  not  reply  to  my 
letter. 

From  the  foregoing  it  seems  that  there  are  Kep¬ 
lingers  living  in  that  vicinity.  I  am  glad  you  gave 
me  the  history  of  your  family,  as  1  am  very  much 
interested  in  compiling  the  entire  history.  The 
Morgan  Co.,  III.  history  did  not  give  me  any  infor¬ 
mation  farther  than  your  grandfather. 

Answering  your  query:  f  think  Ouititanhida 
”T,»s  thn  name  of  the  creek  close  hv  which  Rev. 
Stover  lived.  1  remember  rending  of  a  happening 
which  occurred  at  Quit itaphilla.  The  old  Allegheny 
Church  is  located  on  the  bank  of  the  Allegheny 
creek. 
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Tn  regal’d  to  the  ancestors  of  Mr.  ft.  Ij.  Keplinger: 
Mr.  Keplinger  and  f  carefully  went  through  the 
New  York  records  but  were  unable  to  find  anv 
name  similar  to  ours,  either  Caplinger  or  Keplinger 
or  Kepplinger,  etc.  The  nearest  was  Kiblinger  of 
which  there  are  many.  These  people  were  Hol¬ 
landers. 

T  will  illustrate  my  reason  for  thinking  that  your 
ancestors  were  identical  with  the  Jacob  Keplinger 
who  served  in  the  military  Expedition  to  Newtown, 
Berks  Co.  in  1781.  Bead  the  following  from  below 
up. 


•Leonard  (Jacob)  *Leonard  (Peter). 


Peter  born  1757 
Jacob  born  1788 
John  born  1815 
John  H.  born  1841) 
John  G.  born  1877 
Margare>t  born  1901 


Jacob  born  1754 
John  born  1788 
Samuel  born  1809 
Hardin  G.  born  1889 
Maurice  B.  born  1871 
James  M.  born  1894 


*A:  Conjecture. 

Average  intervening  28-29  years. 

You  will  note  the  number  of  years  intervening 

between  the  dates  of  birth  of  father  and  child  vary 

from  23  to  24  years.  Both  families  average  around 

28  and  29  years,  the  variations  being  due  to  the  fact 

that  the  head  of  the  family  we  take  being  in  one 

case  the  oldest  in  the  familv.  If  mv  surmise  is  cor- 

•  • 

rect,  your  great  grandfather  Jacob  was  born  1754 
or  1755. 
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After  June  25,  1786  all  trace  (in  Pennsylvania)  of 
Jacob  Keplinger  and  wife  Eva,  who  stood  sponsors 
for  a  daughter  of  Pet'-"  Kenlinerer,  is  lost  and  that 
may  be  due  to  the  fact  that  they  removed  from 
Berks  Co.  and  went  southward.  Jacob’s  wife  Eva 
may  have  died  about  this  time  and  my  supposition 
is  that  he  was  remarried  to  a  Miss  Bussard  or  Buz¬ 
zard  in  Maryland.  Leonard  Keplinger  whom  T 
think  was  another  brother,  was  a  landowner  in 
Brecknock  Twpt.  and  a  communicant  at  the  old 
Allegheny  church  as  late  as  1816.  I  wrote  to  Mr. 
Montgomery  concerning  the  old  mill  in  Berks  Co. 
but  he  writes: 

“I  am  in  the  midst  of  publishing  my  revised 
history  of  Berks  Co.,  and  could  not  look  up 
special  matter  of  a  special  nature.” 

I  also  wrote  Mrs. Mohr  who  shows  a  disposition  to 
gather  us  unto  her  family  fold.  Since  receiving 
her  letter  I  am  inclined  to  dispute  her  claim  that 
it  was  Kepner  who  improved  the  old  mill  as  we  re¬ 
cently  learned  that  there  were  107  miles  in  Berks 
Co.  at  the  time  of  the  Bevolution. 

I  enclose  for  your  inspection  the  picture  of  the 
old  mill  which  Mr.  Fisher  sent  me,  and  ask  that 
you  return  it  when  you  write  again. 

Yours  Very  Trulv, 

John  G.  Keplinger. 
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From  M.  B.  To  John  G.  Eepling3r,  July  30,  1909. 
Dear  Sir : 

You  letters  of  the  19th  and  23rd  were  received 
and  proved  interesting:  indeed  to  me.  Unless  Mrs. 
Montgomery  lias  more  definite  information  of  the 
name  of  the  family  who  improved  the  mill,  site  in 
upper  Berne  Twpt.  it  would  seem  that  we  are  doom¬ 
ed  to  disappointment  in  that  direction.  It  may  he 
that  since  he  is  collecting  material  for  a  county  his¬ 
tory,  he  can  give  us  other  assistance. 

The  above  clue  looks  less  promising  in  view  of 
the  important  difference  in  spelling  of  names  and 
also  in  view  of  the  fact  that  since  writing  you  I 
have  seen  part  of  a  letter  written  in  1871  by  my 
grandfather  Samuel  Keplinger  to  a  cousin  Rube l 
ol  the  Boston  Transcript  who  was  inquiring  for  in¬ 
formation  concerning  the  Bubel  family.  This  ex¬ 
tract  refers  to  a  place  where  Samuel’s  father  and 
grandfather  Jacob  lived  before  going  to  Tennessee 
and  reads  thus: 

‘‘In  Md.  not  far  from  TIarpc.rs  Ferry.  T  think 
1  often  heard  him  speak  of  Harpers  Ferry  and 
have  heard  him  say  it  was  40  miles  to  Balti¬ 
more.  They  had  a  mill  on  the  Susquehanna  or 
the  Potomac  Fiver.  T  think  grandfather 
Bubel  came  from  Md.” 
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Also  his  surmise  regarding  the  Rubels,  1  have  ver¬ 
ified  elsewhere  in  this  letter.  But  I  have  as  yet 
been  unable  to  locate  the  place  and  date  of  Jacob’s 
residence  in  Washington  Co.,  Md.(It  was  all  PYed- 
erick  prior  to  1777).  1  have  been  trying  to  do  so 

by  means  of  the  tax  lists  there. 

This  Jacob  of  whom  I  am  anxious  to  learn  more 
is  said  to  be  from  Maryland  as  above  stated,  but  lie 
was  known  as  a  Pennsylvanian”  among  his  neigh¬ 
bors  in  Tennessee.  lie  died  between  1811  when  he 
conveyed  his  Tennessee  farm  to  his  son  Samuel 
and  1826  when  Samuel’s  son  Samuel  was  born. 
He  was  reported  to  be  about  90  at  time  of  death 
and  if  so  was  born  between  1720  and  1740. 

His  wife  survived  him  several  years,  living  to 
tbout  1885.  Her  maiden  name  is  thought  to  hav^ 
been  Buzzard.  T  have  found  trace  of  a  German 
family  of  this  name  that  settled  at  Double  Pipe 
Creek,  PYederick  Co.,  Md.,  a  mr.mber  of  which  mar¬ 
ried  a  daughter  of  a  John  Jacob  Keplinger  about 
1825.  T  have  been  corresponding  with  a  daughter 
of  this  Buzzard  for  sometime.  She  gives  me  some 
information  about  younger  Keplingers  but  goes 
back  no  farther  that  David,  father  of  her  grand¬ 
father  John  Jacob,  who  she  says  came  from  Pa. 

My  grandfather  Samuel  used  to  say  that  he  heard 
his  father  speak  of  “Miffin”  as  connected  with  the 
family  in  some  way.  T  always  accounted  for  this 
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from  the  fact  that  his  mother  (a  Rub  el)  had  an 
uncle  who  moved  to  Miffin  Co.,  Pa.  but  the  other 
day  we  found  on  an  old  map  a  town  Miffin,  where 
Suedberg,  Schuylkill  Co.  now  appears  and  appar¬ 
ently  in  the  vicinity  of  that  Quitapillia  marked  on 
your  map  as  place  where  Johannes  Keplinger  acted 
as  sponsor  (n  1773.  It  occurred  to  me  at  once»  that 
this  coincidence  might  have  proven  .a  clue  worth 

investigating.  Do  you  know  whether  this  Quintap- 
illa  was  a  village  or  a  church  or  both? 

I  note  what  you  say  regarding  the  possibility  of 
this  Jacob  being  identical  with  the  Jacob  who 
served  in  the  military  expedition  to  Newtown  in 
1781,  but  do  not  think  it  likely,  since  Jacob  proba¬ 
bly  had  a  family  of  little  children  about  that  date 
or  very  soon  after  and  also  if  my  data  is  correct 
he  would  have  been  a  little  old  (40  to  60)  for  mili¬ 
tary  service.  Our  Jacob’s  only  children  so  far  as 
we  know  were  two  sons,  John  and  Samuel,  and  two 
daughters,  Malinda  and  Susan.  Samuel  born 
1782  (?)  in  Pennsylvania  or  Maryland.  Wife’s 
maiden  name  was  May.  They  remained  in  Tennes¬ 
see  on  the  old  farm  and  many  of  his  descendants 
now  live  there.  J Iis  sons  were:  Adam,  John,  David 
and  Samuel.  Daughters  were:  Susan,  Katie,  Mary, 
Polly,  Sally  and  Pettie.  Adam  left  no  children. 
The  others  had  large  families. 
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John  born  Feb.  1783  in  Pennsylvania  or  Mary- 

*  « 

land  married  Elizabeth  Hubei  in  1729  and  emigrated 
to  Illinois  in  1729.  The  Rubels  were  a  German 
family  descended  from  Peter  Rnbel  who  emigrated 
in  1738  to  Philadelphia,  settled  in  Codorns  Twpt. 
York  Co.,  Pa.  The  other  Peter  Rnbel  (2)  married 
Catharine  AVert  in  1780  and  settled  near  Hagers¬ 
town,  Md.  and  moved  with  his  family  to  Washing¬ 
ton  Co.,  Tenn.  About  1798  his  daughter  Elizabeth 
married  John  Keplinger.  Their  childron  were: 

Jacob,  1807,  named  for  his  grandfather,  married 
his  consin  a  Rnbel,  moved  to  Iowa,  tlievi  to  Kansas, 
grandfather  of  Fred  Keplinger  of  Washington  D.  C. 
and  A.  L.  Kepi  hger  of  Mountain  Grove,  Mo. 

Samuel  born  180G,  my  grandfather,  named  for  his 
uncle,  married  Pendleton  Green.  Settled  in  Mor¬ 
gan  Co.,  Ill.  Three  sons  living. 

Catharine  born  181.3,  died  1850,  married  a  Magill 
and  settled  in  Morgan  Co.,  Ill.  Left  four  sons. 

Mary  born  1820,  died  1875,  married  a  York. 

Sarah  Eliza,  born  1822,  died  18G8,  married  a  Har¬ 
ris. 

John  Keplinger’s  first  wife  died  soon  after  mov¬ 
ing  to  Illinois  and  he  married  again  to  Abigail  A. 
Harris.  Their  children  were:  Julia,  George  Wesley 
of  Macupin  Co.,  Ill.,  Michael  Shunk,  named  for  a 
Methodist  preacher  and  who  died  in  the  Army, 
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Richard  and  Susan.  Neither  Michael  or  Susan  left 
-children. 

Samuel  Keplinger,  my  grandfather,  was  a  black¬ 
smith  and  farmer  and  his  children  are  as  follows: 

Hardin  Green,  born  18)19,  (my  father)  married 
a  Bell. 

Clarissa,  wife  of  Gen.  John  L.  Rinaker 
Carlinsville,  Ill. 

Lewis  W.  born  1841.  Kansas  City,  Mo.  Has 
two  sons.  Martin  Luther  born  1850. 

Lawyer  in  Carlinsville,  Ill.  has  one  son. 

Alice  Smith,  of  California. 

Ella  P.  Smith  of  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Maurice  Bell,  born  1871,  married  Marion  Miller, 
have  no  brothers  but  two  sisters,  both  in  Califor¬ 
nia. 

I  have  two  sons,  James  Miller  K.  born  1894. 
Alan  Marshal  K.  born  1898.  One  daughter  Wini¬ 
fred  Bell  born  1897. 

Truly  Yours, 

M.  B.  Keplinger. 
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